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Board Members Present:    
Kerry Hoffman, Lisa Jurovaty-Vice Chairman, Sondra Montesi, Lisa Napolitano,                            Lauren Perrotti-Verboven-Chairman, John Schroder, James Thorn

Administration Present:      
Francine Coss-Superintendent

Others Present:  
First Selectman Carmen Vance, Selectman Richard Szegda, Chronicle Reporter, Laurie Rogers,  Katrina McGlynn, Deidre McGlynn, Leeanne Rand, Sarah Schatz, Diane Schatz, Carly Weston, Caitlyn Eaton-Robb, Emma Belekewicz, Paula Belekewicz  
I. Call to Order

Lauren Perrotti-Verboven called the April 2, 2012 regular meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

Addition to Agenda:

J. Schroder MOVED and J. Thorn SECONDED to add to item V. Action Items - Approval of March 29, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes.

MOTION CARRIES: 7-0
II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Celebration of Excellence

· Katrina McGlynn, Horace W. Porter Grade 8 Student – Prudential Bronze Award Recipient

· Jessica Rand, Sarah Schatz, & Carly Weston – Friendz Making a Difference

· Caitlyn Eaton-Robb & Emma Belekewicz  – Columbia Leos  Club 

Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven said this is the best part of being a Board of Education member.  She congratulated each student and presented Certificates of Excellence.
IV. Comments from the Audience (Bylaws of the Board #9300) 
Time allotted for public participation is thirty (30) minutes; time allotted for an individual speaker is three (3) minutes. 

Laurie Rogers is interested in forming a Porter School Governance Council.  Although the PTO does a great job, this would be another way of getting more community and parent involvement in the school district.  
V. Action Items (Consent)

A consent agenda is presented by the Chairman at the beginning of a meeting.  Items may be removed from the consent agenda on the request of any one member.  Items not removed may be adopted by general consent without debate.  Removed items may be taken up either immediately after the consent agenda or placed later on the agenda at the discretion of the assembly.

· Approval of March 5, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

· Approval of 2012/2013 Horace W. Porter School Calendar

· Approval of Anthony White, Boys Baseball Coach

· Approval of Bolton/Columbia Health Care Collaborative

· Approval of March 29, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes

J. Thorn MOVED and K. Hoffman SECONDED to remove Approval of 2012/2013 Horace W. Porter School Calendar from the consent action items listing for the purpose of discussion.

MOTION CARRIES: 7-0
V.
Action Items (Continued)

L. Jurovaty MOVED and J. Schroder SECONDED to approve as presented:

· March 5, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

· Approval of Anthony White, Boys Baseball Coach

· Approval of Bolton/Columbia Health Care Collaborative

· Approval of March 29, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes

MOTION CARRIES: 7-0
· Approval of 2012/2013 Horace W. Porter School Calendar

J. Thorn MOVED and J. Schroder SECONDED to approve Draft #5 2012/2013 Horace W. Porter School Calendar as presented.

Discussion:

Superintendent Coss reported calendar version #5 meets the certified union contract days for early release data days.  Version #6 has 3 less, better placed, early release data days.  Board members discussed data time during the school day, prep time, team time, the 5 full staff development days in each version, district assessment and the possibility of the roof project starting in June 2013.  

K. Hoffman, L Perrotti-Verboven, J. Schroder, J. Thorn VOTED FOR THE MOTION

L. Jurovaty, S. Montesi, L. Napolitano ABSTAINED                            

MOTION CARRIES: 4-0-3

VI. Correspondence/Communications 

· CT State Department of Education Chief Operating Officer to Superintendents – 2012/13 Healthy Food Certification Statement – 01/23/12 (This will be an action item at the June 4, 2012 meeting)
· First Selectman Carmen Vance to Youth Services Committee Members Focus Group Participants – Youth Services in Columbia  – 03/20/2012

· Bolton Public Schools 2012-2013 Calendar

· Regional School District #19 2012-2013 Calendar

· Ms. Julia Mendes to Ms. Perrotti-Verboven – Porter Lunch Concern – 02/29/2012

· Ms. Sarah Schatz to Columbia Board of Education – Support of eReaders – 03/16/2012

Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven thanked Julia and Sarah for their well written, persuasive letters.  Within the next couple of months, Mr. Urban will be reporting to the Board of Education on the student survey results of his student sampling of healthy new food choices. Porter’s current technology policy is well written and allows up-to-date technology usage to be a part of student life.  The Board of Education will be reviewing the technology policy at the April 9, 2012 Policy Subcommittee meeting.     
VII. Presentation 

· Columbia Youth Services – Richard Szegda, Selectman
Mr. Szegda gave an overview of the current services offered by AHM to Columbia and explained the need for a community-based program that is more effective in intervention and prevention alternatives than a larger juvenile justice system.  Services provided by the Andover Hebron Marlborough Youth Services Bureau include Juvenile Review Board, therapeutic services, grief support, substance abuse and suicide prevention, internet safety, youth employment, summer theatre, teen center, and youth mentoring.  The Columbia Board of Selectmen would like to expand contracted services with AHM.  To help determine the added services, a survey will be sent to Columbia citizens and families.  Survey feedback will assist in deciding what the expanded services will be and if any services should be funneled through the school.  The Town has received notice of being awarded a $14,000 matching grant for this purpose.  In the last 10 years, the average number of annual Columbia arrests is 10 and there are currently 16 active DCF cases.  Mr. Szegda thanked the Board of Education for their consideration of expansion of AHM services and will report back on the survey results. 

VII.
Presentation - continued
Board members discussed the budget’s impact on before and after school programs and activities, the importance of identifying and supplying support services to younger students, struggling to keep current programs in place, and finding a way for students to meet with the AHM Student Support Counselor before or after school so they are not pulled out of classes during the school day. 

First Selectman Vance asked the Board to please read her March 20, 2012 letter to Youth Services Committee Members and Focus Group Participants that is included in this meeting’s packet material.  

VIII. Financial Review

· Payment of Bills – Board members had questions regarding bills for Phi Delta Kappa, walkie-talkie replacements, sink cabinetry, DVD maker, Willi Waste and Verizon.  Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven complimented Mrs. Hoffman on her responsible questioning of the payment of bills.
· Actual & Budgeted Expenses & Encumbrances – Mrs. Coss reviewed the 2011/2012 and 2012/2013 district grant funding balances.  Approximately $50,300 will be spent before the June 30, 2012 deadline and $170,000 (minus $146,000 for salaries) will be spent before June 30, 2013. 
· Title/IDEA/EdJobs Grant Update
· 2011-2012 Projections – 2011/12 funds will be used for the Porter library renovation and air flow project. 
· 2012-2013 Budget Update – This evening’s Bolton/Columbia Health Collaboration approval vote will give the district a savings in benefit costs. 
IX. Reports

· Board of Education Chairperson
· 2012 Columbia Board of Education Committee Membership (Adding New Member)

· Board of Education Subcommittees

· Future Meeting Dates:  

· April 9, 2012: 

· Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· Policy Subcommittee Meeting, immediately following Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting, Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· April 25, 2012: 

· Public Hearing, (time and location to be confirmed) Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven said FIPAC is being fair and it is time to move forward.
· May 7, 2012: 

· Budget Subcommittee Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· Regular Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Library Media Center  

· May 8, 2012:

· Town Meeting (time and location to be confirmed)

· May 14, 2012:

· Policy Subcommittee Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room   

· Facility Subcommittee Meeting, immediately following Policy Subcommittee Meeting, Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting, immediately following the Facility Subcommittee Meeting, Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room   

· Superintendent’s Report

· Horace Porter Food Service Inspection Report – March 5, 2012

· Merchant Certificate of Compliance

· Administrative Update – March 2012

· Kindergarten Field Trip to Saxton B. Free Little Library

· School Governance Councils in Connecticut – Superintendent Coss explained a parent had asked about forming a Governance Council at Porter.  Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven said it is hard to get a well rounded level of community participation.  Mrs. Jurovaty explained the formation of governance councils are in the early stages and it is not completely clear what the bylaws will be for these groups.     
X.
Future Regular and Subcommittee Agenda Items (Tentative)

· April 9, 2012 Curriculum Subcommittee: Encore Update

· May 7, 2012: Top 3 Horace Porter Student Inventions 

· June 2012:  Student Performance Information/Altered Books Between Art and Language Arts

· August 2012:  Connecticut Mastery Test Data

XI.
Columbia Board of Education Member Remarks

· Capacity Building for School Climate Improvement and Bullying Prevention Series – Mr. John Schroder will be attending the school climate 3-day workshop with Assistant Principal Alyssa Gwinnell.
· Kerry Hoffman requested copies of the 2011/2012 Superintendent Goals and Technology Plan (SIP).

XII.
Adjournment 

L. Jurovaty MOVED and J. Thorn SECONDED to add to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.
MOTION CARRIES: 7-0
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Jurovaty

Columbia Board of Education Vice-Chairman
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