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Columbia Board of Education  
April 6, 2015 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

7:30 p.m. 
Horace W. Porter School Cafeteria 

 
Board Members Present: David Crim, Linette Dooley, Kerry Hoffman-Chairperson, Christopher Lent,               

Lisa Napolitano, Kathy Tolsdorf, Karin Vertefeuille-Vice Chairperson  
 

Others Present:   Lol Fearon-Superintendent, Beverly Ciurylo-Finance Director, Alyssa Gwinnell-
Principal, Mary-Kate Farley-Director of Student Services, Michael Kenyon-
Assistant Principal/Data Coordinator, Roselle Jardim-.5 Family & Consumer 
Science Teacher  

 
I. Call to Order 

Kerry Hoffman called the April 6, 2015, Regular Meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. 
 

Mr. Fearon asked for a moment of silence in honor of Mrs. Donna Hartigan, Columbia’s Director of 
Student Services from 2007 through 2009.  Mrs. Hartigan passed away on January 16, 2015.  While 
serving in Columbia, Mrs. Hartigan updated Columbia’s special education budget process, provided high 
quality student services and was a fierce student advocate.    

 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance  
 
 

III. Comments from the Audience (Bylaws of the Board #9300)  
Time allotted for public participation is twenty (20) minutes; time allotted for an individual speaker is three (3) minutes.  

 

 

IV. Action Items (Consent) 
To be read by Board of Education Chairperson prior to taking action: 
A consent agenda is presented by the Chairman at the beginning of a meeting.  Items may be removed from the consent agenda on the 
request of any one member.  Items not removed may be adopted by general consent without debate.  Removed items may be taken up 
either immediately after the consent agenda or placed later on the agenda at the discretion of the assembly. 

 

a) Approval of March 2, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
b) Approval of March 6, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes 
c) Approval of Payment of Bills 
 

K. Tolsdorf MOVED, K. Vertefeuille SECONDED to remove item c) Approval of Payment of Bills from 
the consent action items for discussion/action.  It will become V.f).   
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 
 
K. Hoffman MOVED, C. Lent SECONDED to approve items a) Approval of March 2, 2015 Regular 
Meeting Minutes and b) Approval of March 6, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes as presented. 
NO VOTE TAKEN. 
 
L. Napolitano MOVED, K. Tolsdorf SECONDED to remove item a) Approval of March 2, 2015 Regular 
Meeting Minutes from the consent action items for discussion/action.  It will become V.e). 
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 
 
K. Hoffman MOVED, K. Tolsdorf SECONDED to amend her motion to approve item b) Approval of 
March 6, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes as presented. 
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 



 

V. Action Items – Discuss & Act Upon 
a) Approval of 2015/2016 Columbia Board of Education Budget (Revised) 

L. Napolitano MOVED, C. Lent SECONDED to approve the revised 2015/2016 Columbia 
Board of Education Budget in the amount of $11,922,466 as presented.   
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 

 

b) Appointment of Roselle Jardim, .5 Family & Consumer Science Teacher 
C. Lent MOVED, D. Crim SECONDED to appoint Roselle Jardim as .5 Family and Consumer 
Science Teacher at the Horace W. Porter School.   
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 
 
Board members welcomed Ms. Jardim to Porter!   

 

c) Appointment of Anthony White, Boys Baseball Coach 
D. Crim MOVED, K. Vertefeuille SECONDED to appoint Anthony White as Boys Baseball 
Coach at the Horace W. Porter School.   
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 

 

d) Appointment of Amy Zaikarite, Girls Track Coach 
K. Vertefeuille MOVED, L. Napolitano SECONDED to appoint Amy Zaikarite as Girls Track 
Coach at the Horace W. Porter School.   
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 

 

e) Approval of March 2, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
L. Napolitano MOVED, C. Lent SECONDED to approve the March 2, 2015 Regular Meeting 
Minutes with the following corrections: 
X.a) Long-Range Plan Discussion: Mrs. Napolitano feels it is important that subsequent 
budgets indicate how to contain costs.  Mrs. Vertefeuille should be Ms. Vertefeuille.    
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 

 

f) Approval of Payment of Bills 
C. Lent MOVED, L. Napolitano SECONDED to approve the April 6, 2015 Payment of Bills as listed.    
MOTION CARRIES 7:0. 

 
 

VI. New Business 
a) First Reading - Policy 4111 – Certified Personnel/Recruitment and Selection – Hiring of Certified Staff 
b) First Reading – Policy 4112.5/4212.5 – Personnel – Certified/Non-Certified – Employment Checks 
c) First Reading – Policy 4211 – Non-Certified Personnel/Recruitment and Selection  

 
Board members reviewed policies 4111, 4112.5/4212.5 and 4211.  Mrs. Hoffman thanked Policy Subcommittee 
members for their time preparing the policies for this evening’s first reading.  The second reading will take place 
on May 4, 2015.   

 
VII. Presentation – Technology Update, Principal Alyssa Gwinnell 

 
Principal Gwinnell began with SBAC and School Messenger updates.   
 
3rd through 8th grade students will be tested in reading and math.  This is the last week of reading tests 
and after April vacation the math tests will be administered.  Students are taking the tests on classroom 
computers and are allowed to have as much time as needed to complete the tests.  Mrs. Gwinnell gave 
kudos to Mr. Kenyon who has supported teachers with answers to questions during this first year of 
SBAC testing and Mr. Doyle who has supported staff and students with technology needs and concerns.    
 
At no additional cost, the District is replacing Power Announcement with School Messenger.  There 
were many glitches with the old vendor.  School Messenger sample messages are set to go out this week.  
 
Mrs. Gwinnell reviewed the district technology purchasing/redistribution plan. 



Situation: 
 Students in grades 7 & 8 have one-to-one iPads. 
 Elementary teachers are requesting iPads for centers – grades PK-3. 
 Grades 4 – 6 teachers have mixed requests for iPads and laptops. 
 Students in grades 3 – 8 need to be proficient on a device for SBAC testing. 

 
Needs: 

 Middle school students need access to technology, preferably laptops due to the type of work 
expectations. 

 Elementary students need access to technology, preferably iPads due to available apps and 
motor skill development. 

 Cost to purchase additional iPads is almost twice as much than buying laptops. 
 REAP Grant available - $76,807.35 

 
Plan: 

 Move the iPads to elementary school classrooms K-3 (possibly 4th) and 5/6 grade science. 
 Distribute current iPads on cart. 
 Distribute laptops on cart. 
 Purchase laptops for classrooms (needs survey was given). 
 Create a third computer lab in existing classroom 701 which currently has 19 desktops. 
 Access points already being purchased. 
 Purchase charging stations as needed. 

 
Curriculum Connection: 

 For at least the last 3 years teachers have included technology in their curriculum writing.  This 
process has been used in order to identify areas of need and then to justify purchases. 

 The use of technology is monitored in multiple ways: 
o Formal and informal observations 
o Review of the calendar 
o Review of usage through CCAT 
o Discussions with teachers and curriculum coordinators 

 
Technology Plan Status: 

 Plan: Student Technology Scope and Sequence 
o Backward design approach, starting with grade 8 
o Aligned to CCSS technology expectations and skills needed for SBAC 
o Determining curriculum responsibility for introduction and assessment of skills  

 
 

VIII. Correspondence/Communications 
a) Approved Horace W. Porter School 2015-2016 Calendar 
b) Updated 2014/2015 Horace W. Porter School Staff List 
c) Horace W. Porter teams earn trophies – Willimantic Chronicle Weekend Edition – March 14-15, 2015 

 

 
IX. Board of Education Subcommittees 

 Future Meeting Dates:   
o April 7, 2015 - Long Range Plan (Program), 6:30 p.m.  LMC Back Classroom Area 
o April 20, 2015 - Long Range Plan (Communications), 6:30 p.m. LMC Back Classroom Area 
o April 22, 2015 - Public Budget Hearing, 7:00 p.m. Yeomans Hall/Town Hall 
o April 27, 2015 - Long Range Plan (Program), 6:30 p.m. LMC Back Classroom Area 
o April 28, 2015 - Long Range Plan (Communications), 6:30 p.m. LMC Back Classroom Area 
o May 4, 2015 - Regular Board of Education Meeting, 7:30 p.m. H.W.P. Cafeteria 
o May 6, 2015 - Negotiations, 6:00 p.m.  LMC Back Classroom Area 
o May 11, 2015 - Long Range Plan (Program), 6:30 p. m. LMC Back Classroom Area 
o May 12, 2015 – Annual Town Budget Meeting 
o May 18, 2015 - Negotiations, 6:00 p.m.  LMC Back Classroom Area 

 
 

X. Superintendent’s Report 



a) Legislative Report – On March 25th, Mr. Fearon and the Small District Group met with Speaker 
Starkey and discussed excess costs, ECS funding and MBR.        

b) Long-range Plan Update – Steering committee members are meeting April 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

XI. Future Regular and Subcommittee Agenda Items (Tentative) 
 Board of Education Self-Evaluation – May 4, 2015 meeting 

 

XII. Columbia Board of Education Member Remarks 
 
Mrs. Hoffman would like to congratulate all the honor roll students at Bolton High school and E.O. Smith 
High School.  
 
She would also like to congratulate E.O. Smith students: 

 Robert Hartling, Class L Wrestling Champion at the 106 lb. class weight 

 EOS/Tolland Bucks Hockey Team, Div. III State Champs  
 Doris Jenkins and Sarah Schatz who participated and placed in the CT Organization of 

Language Art Teachers Poetry Recitation Competition 

 Sarah Schatz who won first place in Account Applications at the DECA CT State Career 
Development Conference.  Sarah will go on to compete at the DECA International Career 
Development Competition.   

 
Mrs. Hoffman asked that student news be added to meeting agendas. 

 

Mr. Lent congratulated Mrs. Stice and the Porter Players for the wonderful production of Mulan. 
 
Ms. Vertefeuille was informally approached and asked if Columbia might consider having a regional 
superintendent.  
 

In the future, Mrs. Napolitano would rather not receive a gift for the annual March BOE Appreciation. 
 
 

XIII.  Adjournment  

C. Lent MOVED, L. Napolitano SECONDED to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m.  
 
MOTION CARRIES 7:0.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Karin Vertefeuille,  
Columbia Board of Education Vice Chairperson 


