

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, May 7, 2013, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

  
Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Selectman Richard Szegda; Selectman Bill O’Brien; Selectman Rob Hellstrom; Selectman Bob Bogue. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order 7:00 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:  4/16/13 Regular Meeting Minutes:   B. Bogue MOVED to approve the minutes of 4/16/13. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.
         
4. OLD BUSINESS: 
4.1 WinCOG Equipment Sharing Agreement: B. O’Brien MOVED to authorize the First Selectman to sign the WinCOG Equipment Sharing Agreement as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
4.2 Amendment to the agreement with architect Drummey Rosane Anderson (DRA), Inc: J. Luiz stated that the architect assigned to the Library renovation and expansion project has come to an agreement with the Library Building Committee as to contractual arrangements for more work on the project, therefore an amendment to the agreement is required. Discussion followed. 
R. Szegda MOVED to authorize the First Selectman to sign the amended agreement with architect DRA.  B. Bogue stated that he feels the cost (approximate $10,000) is high and that there may have been other alternatives. Discussion followed. MOTION CARRIED 5:0:1 with B. Bogue abstaining. 
 

5. 	NEW BUSINESS:
5.1	Approval of RecDesk and Stripe.com for purposes of online Rec registration:  J. Luiz explained that he has been working with the Rec Director in finding an online registration and they both feel that RecDesk and Stripe.com  are the most suitable and cost efficient companies/computer software for the town to use. N. Keldsen stated RecDesk is geared towards Recreation and that Stripe.com is very transparent with a flat rate of 2.9% and an additional .30 cents per transaction. Discussion followed. R. Szegda MOVED to approve the use of RecDesk and Stripe.com for purposes of online Rec activity registration. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5.2	Possible dedication of the Horace W. Porter School Track: R. Szegda explained that it has been suggested to him that the track at Porter School be dedicated in honor of Edith Prague. He stated that he is in favor of this suggestion considering how much E. Prague has given so much to the town along with frequent use of the track. He stated that there have been strong opinions about this and is not sure if the public should be given the opportunity to speak on this prior to the BOS naming the track after E. Prague. C. Vance explained that she did research and is not sure if the town has a “naming” policy. She feels that before anything is named, a “naming policy” should be put in place. B. O’Brien stated that he strongly supports naming the track after E. Prague. He stated that she has served the community in many ways and has done so much for the people in this town. He feels it would be a great honor for her to see the sign naming the track after her. B. O’Brien MOVED to dedicate the track at Horace Porter School after Edith G. Prague. Noreen Steele of 156 Pine Street explained that she attended tonight’s BOS meeting because she wanted to be part of the discussion regarding the dedication of the Porter School track. She feels that if the public have an issue with this then they should have attended tonight’s meeting to voice their opinion.  R. Hellstrom concurred. N. Steele stated that there was no policy in place when naming the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices at Town Hall; therefore she does not feel a policy should be required to dedicate the track to E. Prague. B. Bogue explained that he is in favor of this idea, but does feel that all of the town’s people should have a say in this decision. C. Vance stated that she feels E. Prague is very deserving of this honor but is concerned that if the BOS continues to make decisions such as this without a policy in place, it may cause issues down the road. MOTION CARRIED 3:1: with C. Vance abstaining and B. Bogue opposed. J. Luiz will look into putting together a policy for this decision look into putting together policy for this matter. 
5.3	Resolution for Historic Preservation Grant application: J. Luiz explained that the Town Clerk is seeking a grant from the State of Connecticut to partially fund an upgrade to the Town Clerk’s vault. He stated that the total cost of the project is $12,500. The grant would cover $4,000 and the Town Clerk’s local funds would cover $8,500. Discussion followed. B. O’Brien MOVED to adopt the following resolution: “Resolved, that Carmen Vance, First Selectman of the Town of Columbia, is empowered to execute and deliver in the name and behalf of this municipality a contract with the Connecticut State Library for a Historic Documents Preservation Grant.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5.4	Sick time payout: J. Luiz explained that the Town’s Employee Handbook provides sick time to employees that are scheduled to work an average of 20 hours or more per week. He stated that a recent state law provides minimal sick time to employees that work 10 hours per week on a regular basis, but does not provide for paying out sick time when an employee leaves his/her position. J. Luiz explained that he John Valente, former Zoning Enforcement Officer worked approximately 15 hours per week and has unused sick time. J. Luiz feels it is fair to pay J. Valente for the unused sick time but needs BOS approval. Discussion followed. R. Szegda MOVED to approve sick time payout per the guidelines indicated in the policy as applies to state law for employees.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5.5	Approval of an updated Section 125 Adoption Agreement and Cafeteria Plan:  J. Luiz explained that these two items allow qualified employees the ability to set aside wages on a pre-tax basis to pay for expected medical expenses that are not fully covered by health insurance. B. Bogue MOVED to approve the updated Section 125 Adoption Agreement and Cafeteria Plan as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

6.	COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None. 
 
7.	APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 
7.1	Resignation of Linda McDonald from the Conservation and Agriculture Commission: The BOS recognized the resignation of L. McDonald from the Conservation and Agriculture Commission. 

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  J. Luiz stated that he has been working with the Public Works Department in regards to finishing up projects in town. He stated that he has been working with the Rec Director in getting prepared for the 2013 beach season. J. Luiz spoke about the MBR meeting with the State Board of Education that he, C. Vance and Ernie Sharpe attended last week. J. Luiz explained that they spoke as to why the town should receive a waiver and will await a response from the state. J. Luiz stated that the town is auctioning off an old dump truck. Lastly, he stated that he is busy finishing up end of year projects.  

9.	CORRESPONDENCE: J. Luiz stated that Jana Butts will continue to serve as Town Planner despite her part time hours at WinCOG. J. Luiz distributed a memo from the Tax Collector that pertains to the Tax Sale that was held on May 1, 2013. J. Luiz and the BOS commended Carol Price for her hard work and a job well done. 

	10.        BUDGET
10.1	Transfers: J. Luiz spoke to the BOS regarding C. Vance MOVED to approve the following transfers: 
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #, DESCRIPTION

	$5,000
	Contingency , #10-4800-900
	PZC Salaries, #10-4510-010

	$200
	Transportation, # 10-4540-770
	Prof/Tech, #10-4540-500

	$750
	Contingency, #10-4800-900
	Legal Notices, #10-4510-130

	$750
	Contingency, #10-4800-900
	Legal Notices, #10-4550-130

	$2,813
	Contingency, #10-4800-900
	General Supplies, #10-4345-300

	$6,000
	Contingency, #10-4800-900
	Rep/Maint, #10-4410-610

	$8,000
	Contingency, #10-4800-900
	Prof/Tech, #10-4113-500


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

	10.2	Refunds: None.
10.3 	FY ’13-’14 Budget: No discussion.  

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the emergency payment of bills in the amount of $231. C. Vance MOVED to pay the regular payment of bills in the amount of $106,794.49. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: R. Hellstrom stated that he attended the last Conservation and Agriculture Commission meeting where Mono Pond was discussed. He explained that the invasive species are a problem and are in the Lake. R. Hellstrom spoke about a certain type of carp that eats the vegetation. He said they are very large fish that do not reproduce. Discussion followed. J. Luiz and R. Hellstrom will look into this issue.  

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session at 7:50 pm. with Jana Butts, Ann Dunnack , Joan Hill and other members of the Conservation Commission present. Executive Session ended at 8:14 pm.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:15 pm. and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting of the BOS is Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at 7:00 pm. This meeting will be held at the Meeting Place due to carpet renovations taking place at Town Hall.

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
