REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, October 2, 2012, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Selectman Dick Szegda; Selectman Bill O’Brien; Selectman Bob Bogue. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER


1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. MINUTES:   9/18/12 Regular Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the regular meeting minutes of 9/18/12 with the following amendment: 
- Page 1, item 4.1, line 9 states “upcoming election goes.” And it should state, “upcoming election.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

4. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

C. Vance MOVED to add 5.3 entitled ”Establishment of a Special Town Meeting to Purchase Development Rights between the State of Connecticut, Town of Columbia, Connecticut Farmland Trust, Inc., and Ronald H. Szegda.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1 Establishment of Town Meeting for financial transfer: J. Luiz discussed the latest quote from Defender Industries, Inc. for the purchase of a new Marine Patrol boat. He explained that a $5,000 deposit is due on the boat with $2,000 non-refundable. R. Szegda explained that he is a bit uncomfortable putting down a deposit for the boat not knowing what the outcome of the town meeting will be. He agrees that boat is needed and feels that this purchase is a good deal, therefore, he supports it. B. O’Brien suggested perhaps going out to bid for a boat. J. Luiz explained that the Town Charter allows for BOS vote to supersede the requirement that the town go out to sealed bid for a purchase greater than $15,000. J. Luiz said that the BOS did vote in favor of purchasing the particular boat, although that vote was not understood as a vote that would constitute a bid waiver. J. Luiz said he should have clearly presented the bid waiver issue to the BOS at the previous meeting. C. Vance stated that this is probably largest dealer in state on these types of boats and supports the purchase without a sealed bid. Discussion followed. R. Szegda MOVED to waive bidding process and to purchase the boat as presented. MOTION FAILED 3:1:0 with B. O’Brien opposing. The motion failed because the Town Charter requires a unanimous vote of the BOS in order to waive bid requirements on a purchase exceeding $15,000.  R. Szegda MOVED to approve the town placing a deposit of $5,000 for the boat that is presented, recognizing that $2,000 is non-refundable. MOTION CARRIED 3:1:0 B. O’Brien opposing. C. Vance MOVED to establish a Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, October 16, 2012 at 6:45 pm in the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room, 323 Route 87, to approve a transfer of $10,000 from the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Operating Budget line item #10-4800-900 entitled “Contingency” to Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Capital Budget line item entitled “Marine Boat Replacement.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

5.2 Lions Club flag request: J. Luiz explained that the Columbia Lions have requested that the Town install flag holders on flagpoles located on Route 87. He stated that the Lions would buy the holders and flags with the understanding that the Town would install the holders and maintain the flags. J. Luiz told the BOS that the Public Works Director expressed reservation regarding the town granting this request d. J. Luiz and C. Vance said they agree that it would be nice to install flag holders near the intersection of Route 87 and Route 66, but not on every pole leading to Lake Road. He stated that the flags would be on display annually from Memorial Day thru the Fourth of July. Ann Dunnack of 103 Lake Road stated that it is her understanding that an American Flag must be lit up at night. Mike Lester of 56 Szegda Road pointed out that a lot of poles on Route 87 stick out into the road and could be hit by trucks. Discussion followed. B. O’Brien MOVED to TABLE this discussion. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.  J. Luiz will gather more information about this item.

5.3 Establishment of Town Meeting for purchase of Development Rights from Ron Szegda: C. Vance MOVED to establish a Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, October 16, 2012 at 7:30 pm in Yeomans Hall, 323 Route 87, for the purpose of authorizing the town to participate in the purchase of development rights to 113.453 acres in accordance with the fully executed agreement entitled “Agreement to Purchase Development Rights between the State of Connecticut, Town of Columbia, Connecticut Farmland Trust, Inc., and Ronald H. Szegda” dated January 31, 2011, said Agreement calling for the Town’s expenditure share to be $198,769.66. MOTION CARRIED 3:0:1 with R. Szegda abstaining. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1 Application for Constructing Structure on or over the Lake by the Turners: This item has been TABLED until recommendation is received from the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC). 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1	Appointments to the Youth Services Committee: R. Szegda MOVED to appoint Resident State Trooper Don Aitken to the Youth Services Committee. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
7.2	Resignation of Norbert Blain from PZC
7.3	Appointment of Jim Thorn to BOE: R. Szegda explained that J. Thorn resigned from the BOE in order to apply for the currently vacant position of principal. R. Szegda stated that he was not a final candidate for this position and would like to be re-appointed to his formerly vacated spot on the BOE. R. Szegda MOVED to appoint J. Thorn to the BOE. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.  

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz stated that a group of EASTCONN students will be volunteering one a month at the Senior Center from now until the end of the school year to satisfy community service requirements. J. Luiz explained that improvements have been made to the Old Yard Cemetery such as weeding, fixing the gate, spraying unwanted vegetation. He stated that the next improvement will be repairs to some of the grave stones. J. Luiz informed the BOS that WinCOG will provide a forum for member towns to address performance issues with Connecticut Light and Power’s response to this month’s power outage. J. Luiz and the Emergency Management Director will express some of the concerns that they had. J. Luiz stated that the property insurance claim made to Travelers Insurance for the structural damage of the Old Fire House has been settled. J. Luiz explained that the outstanding Library contents claim made to Safeco Insurance has not been settled and that the Library is seeking payment from its own insurance carrier. J. Luiz told the BOS that the School Roof Replacement Committee has met to discuss the school roof and that Joe Narkawicz will be going on top of the roof to examine the condition it is in. J. Luiz stated that interviews for the Building Official will take place on Friday, October 5, 2012. Lastly, J. Luiz stated that the signs and town wide mailers for the Town Meeting on October 29, 2012 are being finalized.

R. Szegda stated that he would like a reminder to be put in the next issue of Columbia Crossroads regarding Andover, Hebron, Marlborough Youth Services (AHM) from C. Vance and the BOE Chair.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 AHM Youth and Family Services 2011-2012 Annual Report
9.2 2011 Grand List Adjustments per Board of Assessment Appeals action

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Refunds: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following refunds:
	TO
	FROM 
	AMOUNT

	Nissan Infinity
	Town of Columbia
	$203.39

	DCFS Trust
	Town of Columbia
	$175.68

	William Ainsworth
	Town of Columbia
	$153.40

	Paul or Virginia Miller
	Town of Columbia
	$280.25

	Michael or Paula Heriot
	Town of Columbia
	$110.69

	Financial Ser Veh Trust
	Town of Columbia
	$205.67

	Myron or Sandra Figoten
	Town of Columbia
	$11.61

	Christopher Dewitt
	Town of Columbia
	$4.55

	ARI Fleet
	Town of Columbia
	$212.26

	William Ainsworth
	Town of Columbia
	$218.52


	MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

10.2	Transfers: None. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the emergency payment of bills in the amount of $1,600. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. B. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $39,608.52. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session to discuss Real Estate at 7:54 pm with Jonathan Luiz and Ann Dunnack present. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  A. Dunnack left Executive Session at 8:15 pm.  Executive Session ended at 8:24 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:24 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular meeting of the BOS is Tuesday, October 16, 2012 at 7:00 pm. 

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
