SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 - 7 pm.
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Deputy Selectman Steven Everett; Selectman William O’Brien; Selectman Robert Hellstrom; Selectman Robert Bogue. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Natasha Nau; Patricia Taylor, EHHI representative; Ann Dunnack; Vera Englert; Jeffrey Viens; Pamela Viens; Walt Tabor; Gail Michaud; Elaine Whitehouse; Al Leonardi; Craig Dziekan  and several other citizens. 
CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
2. MINUTES:  BOS Regular meeting minutes of 10/20/15:   R. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular meeting minutes of 10/20/15. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with R. Hellstrom abstaining.
3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Jeffrey Viens of 132 Route 66 asked why the audience of citizens may only address items that are not on the agenda.  C. Vance said because if someone in the audience wanted to discuss something that was on the agenda for the evening, they will have the opportunity when the Board addresses that item later in the meeting. 
Walt Tabor of 540 Route 87 informed the BOS that the land sale on Robert Drive/Randazzo Road is complete and thanked them for their help.  
J. Viens spoke about the mural on the Michaud Flooring building. He recited a quote by Thomas Jefferson: “when injustice becomes law, resistance becomes duty.” He feels that persecuting the citizens is wrong and that the mural should be deemed as art and taken out of the PZC purview. J. Viens stated that he believes if someone is on a Commission or board and he/she violate the rules of that board, he/she should not be able to vote. 
Dave Kohn of 10 Columbia Landing stated that he loves the mural and feels it is a wonderful addition to the town and would like to see it remain.
 Pam Viens of 132 Route 66 expressed her disgust with the recent article in the Chronicle regarding the town’s legal action towards the mural. She feels that the town is trying to put a small company out of business. She stated that a permit to paint is not required. 
The individual who painted the mural, Craig Dziekan, explained that the mural was done as volunteer work which he received a full scholarship for. He feels that Columbia is an art community, and expressed that art cannot be escaped. 
 Lisa Napolitano of 7 Hunt Road stated that she owns a sign company and although she does not feel the mural serves as a good sign, she feels that the mural is very unique. L. Naplitano expressed that it is so difficult to own a business in this state these days due to all of the rules and regulations. She stated that the micro managing in addition to all the rules create a lack of incentive for businesses to survive. 

Elaine Whitehouse of 12 Cards Mill Road stated that she can see the mural from her house through her window and enjoys it very much. She said she has been seeing this building for the past 23 years and the mural brightens her day. E. Whitehouse finds the mural welcoming and would like it to stay.
 Al Leonardi of 22 Yeomans Road feels that without the artwork, the building is very bland. He enjoys seeing his friend that is painted in the mural and hardly notices the name; it brings attraction to the area. He imagines a lot of buildings have their business names on them. 
Vera Englert of 230 Route 87 stated the she has two small businesses in town and always tries to abide by the rules. She explained that a blight issue has been recently brought to her attention and she is working on remediating this because when there is an issue with something in her control she tries to correct it. V. Englert stated that she currently has a sign permit that she has not exercised due to the property restraints, she obeyed the regulations. V. Englert spoke of an instance when she leased a building to a tenant and the tenant made an error by allowing a painting on the back of the building. She explained that when it was brought to her attention that they were in violation of the regulations, they painted over it and corrected the issue.  
Gail Michaud of 31 Edgarton Road stated she didn’t have too much involvement with mural but loves it. She stated how it really “pops” when coming around that corner on Route 66, letting people know they are still in Columbia and haven’t entered Willimantic yet. She finds it very disconcerting that some people feel it is a painting when it is personal.  She explained that it is a picture of her nephew installing something and is a dedication to her parents. She stated that she does not regret that any of this that has happened. 
P. Viens feels that sometimes people think they are in compliance and following the rules when they are not. 
C. Vance stated for the record that what is currently happening with the mural has not been caused by the Town Administrator. She explained that issue began years before N. Nau began her employment with the town.  
4. OLD BUSINESS:
4.1 Cirrus Engineering – N. Nau reviewed the proposal from Cirrus Engineering for structural evaluation of the tower at the CVFD. N. Nau stated that Cirrus specializes in this type of structural engineering. She explained that she spoke with Chief Starkel and at this time the CVFD does not feel that it is necessary to replace the tower, but will approach the BOS in the future if this changes. Discussion followed. N. Nau explained that if the Board chooses to proceed with the evaluation, funding to cover the services will have to come from Contingency or another line because the study was not anticipated. R. Hellstrom doesn’t feel that the cost for the analysis is unreasonable and pointed out that if it is done and there is a structural problem, then the town would be prepared to budget for repair cost in the 2016-17 Budget. W. O’Brien asked if the CVFD has agreed to this study. N. Nau stated yes. S. Everett suggested asking the CVFD if it would be possible for one of the members to perform a basic, visual analysis seeing as they have access to all the proper safety equipment. I.e. harnesses, ladders, etc. N. Nau will speak to Chief Starkel and report back to the Board. This ITEM has been TABLED. 
3. NEW BUSINESS:
5.1
Ordinance 7-5 entitled “Animals on Town Owned Property” (pet-excrement): N. Nau explained that recently a lot of horse droppings have been found on the trails and in the parking lot at Rec Park. She stated that the existing ordinance speaks to animals on the beach but doesn’t address all town property. D. Kohn asked whether or not a fine exists. N. Nau explained that the existing ordinance addresses a fine pertaining to animals on the town beach, but the proposed revisions, the fine will apply to all town owned property and all types of animals. D. Kohn stated that he walks at Rec Park daily and came across “giant piles” on the trails and in the parking lot. He explained that he cleaned the piles up this time, but would like to see this doesn’t continue to be an issue. He explained that the Resident State Trooper located the individuals that owned the horses and informed them that they are responsible for cleaning up after their horses. Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED to amend ordinance 7-5 as presented and recommended by the Town Administrator to encompass all animals on all town owned property. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
5.2
Outdoor Wood Burning Furnaces (OWF’s): Patricia Taylor from Environment and Human Health, Inc. (EHHI) approached N. Nau to make Columbia aware of the health effects of OWF’s and to initiate a local ordinance in town to ban them. P. Taylor explained that she has been hired by EHHI to visit towns to inform and encourage local bans on OWF’s. She stated that so far, 17 towns have banned OWF’s. R. Bogue asked if this proposed ban would include existing OWF’s. She stated no, existing OWF’s are grandfathered in. She explained that EHHI is a ten member non-profit organization based in North Haven and is dedicated to protecting human health from environment. P. Taylor discussed pollution caused by OWF’s along with the short term and long term health effects (asthma, COPD, cardiovascular issues, etc) on the human body. W. Tabor spoke of his knowledge of OWF’s and stated that he has been involved intensely for approximately 9 years with OWF’s and would not do anything to pose health risks to his family or neighbors. He stated that some of the information P. Taylor provided to the Board is good, but some is completely outdated and a farce. Discussion followed. W. Tabor explained that the classic OWF units have been banned but not the new ones. The new units do not pose a health risk. Discussion followed. 
6.
COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1
Email from Mark Coleman re: Lake Status – Fall Drawdown  

7.
APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None.
8.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: See report. Cathy Osten suggested looking into “everyday direct mail” for bulk mailers. 
9.
CORRESPONDENCE: None.
10.         BUDGET

10.1
Transfers: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfer: 
	AMOUNT/TRAN #
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #, DESCRIPTION

	$80/ #2015-008
	10-4130-500, ROV Election/Ballot materials
	10-4130-720, ROV Professional Dues




MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10.2
Refunds:  C. Vance MOVED to approve the following refunds totaling $460.47:
	AMOUNT
	FROM
	TO

	$13.55
	Town of Columbia
	Anthony Pacileo

	$311.99
	Town of Columbia
	ARI FLEET LT

	$15.72
	Town of Columbia
	James Blair Landscaping

	$40.48
	Town of Columbia
	Joyce Fox

	$78.73 
	Town of Columbia
	Tatyana Pallay



MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

11.
APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: C. Vance MOVED to approve the payment of regular bills, emergency bills, paychex and credit cards in the amount of $156,560.88. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.                  
12.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: C. Vance congratulated R. Bogue and W. O’Brien on their re-elections to the BOS. 
13.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
13.1
Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into executive session at 8:49 pm with N. Nau present. Executive session ended at 10:25 pm.
14.
ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 10:26 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 17, 2015 at 7 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
