BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, December 16, 2014 – 7 PM
ADELLA G URBAN ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES CONFERENCE ROOM
323 ROUTE 87, COLUMBIA, CT. 06237

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance, Selectman Steven Everett, Selectman William O’Brien, Selectman Robert Hellstrom, Selectman Robert Bogue. 
Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others.
CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7 pm.
1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
2.	MINUTES: 11/18/14 Regular Meeting Minutes: C. Vance MOVED to approve the 11/18/14 BOS regular meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with W. O’Brien abstaining.
3.	AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Paul Kubala of 37 Lake Road spoke in opposition to the Draft Anti-Blight Ordinance.  
4.	OLD BUSINESS:
4.1	DRAFT ANTI-BLIGHT ORDINANCE: C. Vance spoke about the draft ordinance and discussed changes that have been made in response to issues raised at the hearing. Discussion followed. W. O’Brien stated that he appreciates the recent changes made to the draft ordinance and expressed support for the revised ordinance. R. Hellstrom spoke in favor of the proposed ordinance. S. Everett inquired about possible legal issues and permit issues. R. Bogue stated that he is not in favor of the proposed ordinance because he feels that there is too much room for litigation against the town if a resident is unable to clean up “the mess.” Discussion followed.  R. Hellstrom MOVED to approve and adopt the proposed anti-blight ordinance. MOTION CARRIED 4:1:0 with R. Bogue opposed.
4.2	DRAFT ORDINANCE FOR ZONING VIOLATIONS: C. Vance MOVED to approve the draft ordinance for Zoning Violations. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with R. Bogue abstaining. 
5.	NEW BUSINESS:
5.1	REVISIONS TO TOWN ADMINISTRATOR JOB DESCRIPTION: S. Everett MOVED to accept the revisions to the Town Administrator job description as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
5.2	CHANGES TO TRAFFIC REGULATIONS ORDINANCE: J. Luiz spoke about the proposed changes to the ordinance. Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED to approve the changes as to the Traffic Regulations Ordinance as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
5.3	PROPOSED BOS 2015 MEETING SCHEDULE: C. Vance MOVED to approve the 2015 BOS Meeting Schedule as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. R. Bogue exited the meeting. 

5.4	LIBRARY RENOVATION AND EXPANSION: C. Vance spoke about the need for library renovation and expansion.   She stated that the State Library may still be willing to provide the town with a reimbursement grant for a scaled down renovation and expansion project.    The State Library would need Columbia to present a revised schematic design and project description. J. Luiz spoke about the inadequacy for the school facility for purposes of housing a public library. He also stated that resident architect Robert Powell has offered the services of his company to do the architectural work for a revised library project with the understanding that he would not charge the town for time that he personally spends on the project.   C. Vance stated she would like the town to contract with R. Powell’s architectural firm to develop a revised grant proposal to the State Library. Discussion ensued. S. Everett MOVED to authorize the First Selectman to enter into an agreement with Robert Powell’s architectural firm for the purpose of developing a revised library renovation and expansion grant request to the State Library. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
5.5	REGIONAL PERFORMANCE GRANT: J. Luiz spoke about the grant opportunity that would benefit municipalities in the Capital Region Council of Governments (CRCOG). 

Discussion followed.  

R. Bogue returned at 7:59 pm.

R. Hellstrom MOVED to endorse the Regional Performance Incentive Program and following RESOLUTION:
Whereas Section 4-124s as amended by Section 251 and 253 of Public Act 13-247 passed by the Connecticut General Assembly provides statewide incentive grants to regional planning organizations for projects that involve shared services;  and
Whereas the Capitol Region Council of Governments is acting as a convener and facilitator of service sharing projects around the CRCOG region; and 
Whereas on November 12, 2014 the Policy Board of CRCOG passed a resolution authorizing development and submittal of an application package to the State Office of Policy and Management for funding under the Regional Performance Incentive Grant Program, on behalf of the Council’s member municipalities, and municipalities of other regions, which are participating in Council initiatives; and 
Whereas, the Chief Elected Officials and municipal staff of the Capitol Region have developed a list of service sharing project proposals that will be included in this application package, to the benefit of individual municipalities and the region as a whole; and
Whereas the Town of Columbia has expressed an interest in taking part in the project proposal(s) entitled:
1. Regional Computer Forensics Laboratory
1. TOD Study for CTfastrak Corridor
1. Economic Development Grant for the Towns of Bolton, Coventry, Mansfield and Tolland
1. Regional Service Management (CRM) System

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Columbia Board of Selectmen does hereby endorse the above referenced Regional Performance Incentive Program project proposal and authorizes the First Selectman to sign all necessary agreements and take all necessary actions to allow for the Town’s participation in this program.
MOTION CARRIED 3:1:1 with S. Everett opposed and R. Bogue abstaining. 
C. Vance MOVED to add item 6.5 to the agenda entitled, “Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by Angela Sposito.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
6.	COLUMBIA LAKE/DAM/BEACH
6.1	AMENDMENT TO STANDARDS FOR GRANTING PERMISSION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF STRUCTURES ON COLUMBIA LAKE: S. Everett MOVED to approve the proposed amendments to the Standards for Granting Permission for the Construction of Structures on Columbia Lake.  The amendments deal with facia on seawalls. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
6.2	APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTING STRUCTURES ON OR OVER THE LAKE BY ROBERT DAVIS: S. Everett MOVED to approve the application for constructing structures on or over the Lake by R. Davis contingent upon the recommendations set forth by the Lake Management Advisory Committee. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
6.3	APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTING STRUCTURES ON OR OVER THE LAKE BY MICHAEL WILLIAMS/CRAIG GATES: C. Vance MOVED to deny the application for constructing structures on or over the Lake by M. Williams/C. Gates based on the recommendation from LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
6.4	APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTING STRUCTURES ON OR OVER THE LAKE BY PHILIP LEMBO ON BEHALF OF THE ESTATE OF MARY ANNE GUZZO: W. O’Brien MOVED to approve the application for constructing structures on or over the Lake by P. Lembo on behalf of the estate of M. A. Guzzo  contingent upon the recommendations provided by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
6.5	APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTING STRUCTURES ON OR OVER THE LAKE BY ANGELA SPOSITO (DATED JANUARY 7, 2014): C. Vance spoke about this to BOS stating that the exception granted by the BOS to A. Sposito was not followed and that the current dock does not meet the requirements of the permitted application. A couple of members of the BOS wish to go see the item in question. R. Bogue MOVED to abide by the recommendations originally set forth by LMAC. Discussion followed. MOTION was WITHDRAWN. 
7.	APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS: 
7.1	APPOINTMENT OF RICHARD NAPOLITANO (R) TO PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION (PZC): R. Bogue MOVED to appoint R. Napolitano to the PZC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.2	RESIGNATION OF JIM KNIGHT ( R) FROM PZC (ALTERNATE)
7.3	RESIGNATION OF JIM KNIGHT (R ) FROM JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
7.4	HIRE OF LINDA MCDONALD AS ASSISTANT TO THE RECREATION DIRECTOR: C. Vance MOVED to hire L. McDonald as Assistant to the Recreation Director for 16 hours per week at a hourly rate of $13.54. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.5	HIRE OF MARK PAQUETTE AS INTERIM TOWN ADMINISTRATOR: R. Bogue MOVED to hire M. Paquette as Interim Town Administrator at a daily rate of $400. This position is expected to last through March 13, 2015, but could end earlier or later depending on the recruitment of a permanent Town Administrator. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.6	RESIGNATION OF JONATHAN LUIZ FROM THE EASTERN HIGHLAND HEALTH DISTRICT (EHHD)
7.7	APPOINTMENT OF M. PAQUETTE TO THE EHHD: C. Vance MOVED to appoint M. Paquette to the EHHD. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.8	APPOINTMENT OF KARL THEN (D) TO LMAC: S. Everett MOVED to appoint K. Then to LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.9	HIRE OF MICHELLE TEDONE AND NICK WRANA AS SUBSTITUTE FACILITIES MAINTAINERS: S. Everett MOVED to hire M. Tedone and N. Wrana as substitutes for the Facility Maintainer. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz discussed various items, including dam renovation, school roof replacement, de-humidification project at the Fire House, Town Clerk software, Lebanon bridges,  housing rehabilitation loan program, pending paramedic deal with Windham Hospital, gigabit network opportunity, paint recycling and textile recycling. J. Luiz explained that he feels it may be best to not engage in the agreement pertaining to a new gigabit network, and that he feels it may be best not to engage in paint recycling at this time. Lastly, he informed the BOS that the town is close to finalizing the agreement with Nutmeg Network.   The BOS expressed support for the Town Administrator to pursue an agreement with Lebanon on the maintenance and repair of each of the four border bridges.
9.	CORRESPONDENCE: 
9.1	OLD YARD RESTORATION PROJECT 2014 SUMMARY
9.2	12/1/14 LETTER FROM LT. MURRAY TO C. VANCE

10.	BUDGET:
10.1	TRANSFERS: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following transfers:
	
	AMOUNT
	TO A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION

	$125
	10-4110-120, Town Meeting, Telephone
	10-4110-130, Town Meeting, Legal Notices

	$875
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4110-130, Town Meeting, Legal Notices

	$900
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4112-140, Exec/Admin, Advertising

	$10,000
	10-4530-010, Building Services, Salaries
	10-4530-500, Building Services, Prof/Tech

	$4,336
	10-4530-500, Building Services, Prof/Tech
	10-4530-500, Building Services, Prof/Tech


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10.2	REFUNDS: S. Everett MOVED to approve the following refunds:
	
	AMOUNT
	FROM
	TO

	$18.37
	Town of Columbia
	Susan Bisbee White

	$50.95
	Town of Columbia
	Michael Fialkievicz


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS:	
	 C. Vance MOVED to approve the payment of emergency bills in the amount of $867.53. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. R. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $95,599.10. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.	
13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
13.1	REAL ESTATE PER STATE STATUTES SECTION 1-200(6)(D); PENDING LITIGATION PER STATE STATUTES SECTION 1-200(6)(B); PERSONNEL PER STATUTES SECTION 1-200(6)(A): C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session with Ann Dunnack present at 9:01 pm. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. A. Dunnack left executive session at 9:21 pm. Executive Session ended at 10:01 pm.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 10:02 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

	The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 5, 2015 at 7 pm.

	Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona 





