REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN


Tuesday, December 2, 2014, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance, Selectman Steven Everett, Selectman Robert Hellstrom, Selectman Robert Bogue. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz, Superintendent Laurence “Lol” Fearon and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:  11/18/14 Regular Meeting: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the BOS minutes of November 18, 2014. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 12/2/14 Special Meeting Minutes: C. Vance MOVED to approve the BOS Special Meeting minutes of December 2, 2014. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1 Draft Anti-Blight Ordinance: R. Bogue MOVED to TABLE Old Business items 4.1 and 4.2 until the next regular scheduled BOS meeting on December 16, 2014. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
4.2 Draft Changes to Ordinance Establishing Citation Procedures and Fines for Zoning Violations: See item 4.1.

3. 
4. 
5.  NEW BUSINESS
5.1 Discussion with Columbia Superintendent of Schools Laurence Fearon: L. Fearon spoke to the BOS regarding the creation of a “Strategic Plan” for the Columbia School District. He discussed the intentions of the Strategic Plan and reviewed a draft document created by the Board of Education. He stated that a focus group has been formed to work on the Strategic Plan. L. Fearon explained that the two main goals of the focus group are: 1) Assessing organizational structure and 2) for Porter to get information on the BOE’s intentions to Columbia citizens.  Discussion followed. 

5.2 Request from Walter Tabor to acquire a right of way strip on Robert Drive: J. Luiz shared details in an email that he received from Mr. Tabor. The email stated that Mr. Tabor is interested in acquiring a right of way strip on the cul-de-sac at the end of Robert Drive. J. Luiz is awaiting information from the Town Planner regarding the matter W. Tabor explained the reasoning behind his request. Discussion followed. R. Hellstrom stated he feels that the access to the road was always intended. He expressed his appreciation for Mr. Tabor’s efforts spent restoring his farmland and would like to see the BOS support W. Tabor because he feels that his intentions are good. Discussion followed. S. Everett stated that this area is residential and asked Mr. Tabor what he anticipates for increased traffic. W. Tabor stated that mainly it has been used for farm equipment. C. Vance asked W. Tabor if he envisions more traffic if a right of way were constructed. W. Tabor said no. C. Vance asked W. Tabor if he could create a sketch of the area for those who are not familiar with the land and proposed plan. W. Tabor answered yes. Michael Porter of Beaudet Terrace stated that he is concerned about drainage issues getting worse due to the steep incline on Beaudet Terrace. He explained that drainage issues have occurred in the past and as long as these issues will not occur again, he has no problem with W. Tabor’s request.  W. Tabor stated that he would be sure that the plan would be well thought out so drainage issues will not occur. Discussion followed. 
5.3 Federal FY 2015 Emergency Management Performance Grant: J. Luiz discussed the grant with the BOS. C. Vance MOVED to adopt the following resolution: 
RESOLVED, that the Columbia Board of Selectmen may enter into with and deliver to the State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, any and all documents which it deems to be necessary or appropriate; and
FURTHER RESOLVED, that Carmen L. Vance, as First Selectman of the Columbia Board of Selectmen is authorized and directed to execute and deliver any and all documents on behalf of the Columbia Board of Selectmen, and to do and perform all acts and things which she deems to be necessary or appropriate to carry out the terms of such documents. The undersigned further certifies that Carmen L. Vance now holds the office of First Selectmen and that she has held that office since November 23, 2009. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
5.4 Willi Whammer Half Marathon: R. Bogue MOVED to grant permission for the 2015 Willi Whammer Half Marathon to pass through Columbia on a one time basis with the understanding that Columbia is not obligated to provide any traffic control. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
5.5 Invitation from Comptroller Lembo to participate in RFQ for a gigabit network: J. Luiz explained that participating in the RFQ would not cost the town anything. He stated that it would be an opportunity to learn about bringing ultra high speed broadband internet to Columbia. Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED to approve the town to participate in the RFQ for a gigabit network. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1 Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by Derway Trust: This ITEM has been TABLED.

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1 Hire of Substitute Facilities Maintainer: This ITEM has been TABLED.
7.2 Appointment of Nicole Keldsen (R) to the Recreation Commission: R. Bogue MOVED to appoint N. Keldsen to the Rec Commission. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz stated that he is working on tying up some unfinished projects/issues prior to his departure. He provided an update on the Dam project, stating that it is going smoothly. J. Luiz spoke about progress he is making spending grant money to be used in establishing a good connection to the the Nutmeg Network. J. Luiz told the BOS that the budget process has begun and that he plans to have the BOS budget complete before he leaves.

C. Vance announced that there will be a town wide farewell reception held for Jonathan on Monday, December 29th, 2014 in Yeomans Hall. She stated that the reception is open to everyone and will take place from 4 pm – 7 pm.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 11/22/14 letter from L. Napalitano to Columbia BOS re: PZC vacancy
9.2 Sharing Public Health Services Case Study: Eastern Highlands Health District
9.3 11/17/14 letter from J. Elsesser to Columbia BOS re: CDBG grant
9.4 Letter from Senator Osten and Rep. Ackert re: STEAP Grant application

10. BUDGET
10.1 Transfers: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfers: 
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$ 241
	10-4130-520, ROV, Printing
	10-4130-500, ROV, Prof/Tech

	$500
	10-4130-520, ROV, Printing
	10-4130-016, ROV, Election Workers


MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
10.2 Refunds: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following refunds:
	AMOUNT
	FROM
	TO

	$16.36
	Town of Columbia
	Victor and Joann Champ

	$ 2.91
	Town of Columbia
	Victor or Joann Champ


 MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

10.3	Schedule of the Fiscal Year ’15-’16 Budget Process 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the emergency payment of bills in the amount of $67 and the MOTION CARRIED 4:0. C. Vance MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $43,010.98. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into executive session at 8:14 pm with J. Luiz and Mark Paquette present. Executive session ended at 8:40 pm.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:41 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, December 16, 2014 at 7 pm.

	Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona

