REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, December 6, 2011, 7 pm
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 06237

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectmen Richard Szegda, Robert Hellstrom, Bill O’Brien and Bob Bogue. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. She welcomed new member, Bob Bogue to the Board and congratulated him and B. O’Brien on winning the election. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 	

2. MINUTES: 11/22/11 Special Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the Special BOS Minutes of 11/22/11. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with B. Bogue abstaining. 

C. Vance passed out a flyer announcing two meetings to discuss the Route 6 Hop River Corridor Transportation Study. One meeting will occur on Wednesday, December 14, 2011 at 7 pm. at the Beckish Senior Center and the other meeting will occur on Thursday, December 15, 2011 at 7 pm. at the Andover Town Hall. C. Vance encouraged the Board of Selectmen (BOS) to attend at least one of the meetings. 

3.	AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Vera Englert read a letter to the BOS stating that she would like to hold a “Columbia’s Got Talent” fundraiser event in the H.W. Porter School cafetorium to help raise money for the fuel assistance program. V. Englert explained that she would like to form a committee to help organize and run the event. R. Szegda expressed that it is a great idea and suggested Ms. Englert contact the Town of Hebron for advice since it held an event of this sort in the past. V. Englert stated that this type of talent show was done in the past for many years by the Columbia Lions Club. B. Bogue inquired as to why the Lions stopped holding the event. Discussion followed. C. Vance stated that V. Englert would need to check with the school regarding availability, cost, etc. J. Luiz will email V. Englert the request form required to hold an event in the H.W. Porter cafetorium.  R. Hellstrom asked if auditions could be held at Yeomans Hall. V. Englert stated that auditions could possibly be held in Yeomans Hall or at the Beckish Senior Center. Discussion followed. 

4.	OLD BUSINESS: None.

5.	NEW BUSINESS
5.1	Signs near Columbia borders: C. Vance stated she is working with J. Luiz and George Murphy to price signs that would be put up on town roadways when entering Columbia from bordering towns.  R. Szegda feels that this is a good idea and stated that he would like the signs to be rustic in appearance. Ann Dunnack stated that the Conservation Commission held square dances to raise money for signs that speak to Columbia being “farm-friendly.” Discussion followed.  

5.2	Town-wide Easter Egg Hunt: C. Vance explained that she has been in contact with the Columbia Leos Club in regards to holding a town-wide Easter Egg Hunt and stated that she will speak with the Leos Club again in the beginning of the new year. Discussion followed.  R. Szegda asked if the Rec Director would be involved in this event. C. Vance explained that she will speak with the Rec Director, but hopes for the Leos Club to coordinate and run the event. 


6.	COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	Updated Dam report from Town Engineer: J. Luiz noted that the packet contained the most recent report from the Town Engineer pertaining to dam inspections.  B. Bogue asked what brought on the need for the dam inspection. J. Luiz stated that Hurricane Irene raised the need for a dam analysis to take place. Discussion followed. 
6.2	Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by William & Phyllis Dunn: B. Bogue recused himself from this discussion. R. Szegda MOVED to approve the application of W. and P. Dunn contingent upon the recommendations set forth by the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC). MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with B. Bogue abstaining. 
6.3	Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by Norman J. Preuss, Sr.: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the application of N. Preuss contingent upon the recommendations set forth by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
6.4	Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by Raymond London: C. Vance MOVED to approve the application of R. London contingent upon the recommendations set forth by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

7.	APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1	Appointment of a Deputy Selectman: C. Vance MOVED to appoint R. Szegda as Deputy Selectman effective immediately. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with R. Szegda abstaining.
7.2	Appointment of Nancy Hammarstrom (D) to FiPAC: W. O’Brien MOVED to appoint N. Hammarstrom to FiPAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.3	Appointment of Rick Nassiff (D) as a permanent member of the PZC (Herzig replacement):  R. Szegda spoke to the BOS regarding the PZC appointments. Discussion followed.  
7.4	Appointment of Walt Tabor (D) as a permanent member of the PZC (Nassiff replacement):  
7.5	Appointment of Ian Dann (U) as an alternate member of the PZC (effective immediately):    
7.6	Appointment of Ian Dann (U) as a permanent member of the PZC (Starkel replacement, effective November of 2012): 

R. Szegda MOVED to appoint R. Nassiff (D) as a permanent member of the PZC, replacing Keith Herzig; to appoint W. Tabor (D) as a permanent member of the PZC, replacing R. Nassiff; to appoint I. Dann (U) to the PZC as an alternate member effective immediately; and to appoint I. Dann to the PZC as a permanent member of the PZC to replace E. Jay Starkel effective November 2012. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
 
7.7	Appointment of Gary Littlefield (R) as member of ZBA: C. Vance MOVED to appoint G. Littlefield to the ZBA. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.8	Appointment of Sondra Jean Montesi (R) as member of BOE: C. Vance MOVED to appoint S. Jean Montesi to the BOE. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz informed the BOS about a report of a cougar attacking a horse in town. He stated that this is still being investigated. J. Luiz explained that he has met with Walt Tabor regarding his subdivision application and that he will meet with Jana Butts to discuss ways to improve future communicating about engineering fees for subdivision applicants. J. Luiz told the BOS the he and the Tax Collector met with Quality Data Services to discuss the possibility of allowing residents to pay property and motor vehicle taxes online. He will bring this back to the BOS for approval if it moves forward. 

J. Luiz explained that he met with R. Szegda, Superintendent Francine Coss and Andover Hebron Marlborough Youth Services (AHM) Director Joel Rosenberg to discuss AHM and the upcoming budget process. R. Szegda explained that some members of the BOS have shown support towards the Town receiving full-time services from AHM and stated there has been discussion of increasing services over time versus jumping immediately to full-time status. He explained that J. Rosenberg is working on a budget that would be presented to the BOS. J. Luiz told the BOS that initial paperwork has been submitted to FEMA seeking a reimbursement from damage caused by Storm Alfred. J. Luiz stated that he visited two group homes in Columbia and that the owner of the two homes has asked if the town would consider submitting a grant application to the state to support improvements to the two group homes. Discussion followed. 

9.            CORRESPONDENCE
9.1	Letter from Attorney Schrager re Estate of David N. Bell, Sr.: J. Luiz informed the BOS that the estate of D. Bell has left the town $50,000 for the purpose of constructing and maintaining recreational fields with the requirement that recognition of this generous gift be made at the site. Discussion followed. B. Bogue asked what the recognition would consist of. The BOS agreed that most likely a field would be named in memory of D. Bell along with a sign giving tribute to Mr. Bell. The BOS expressed its gratitude for this generous gift. 
9.2	Letter from CCM’s R. Thomas to J. Luiz: 
9.3         Schedule of BOS Regular Meetings for Calendar Year 2012: The BOS received a       copy of the 2012 BOS Regular Meeting schedule.

10.	BUDGET	
10.1	Refunds: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following refunds:

	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Michele Cooke
	Town of Columbia
	$23.20

	Orlando Tomlinson
	Town of Columbia
	$9.72


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10.2	Transfers: None.

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: C. Vance MOVED to approve the payment of emergency bills in the amount of $255.50. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. R. Szegda   MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $37,164.05. MOTION
CARRIED 5:0. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: R. Szegda asked if the town has a list of residents who may be in need of being checked on in the event of a big storm and power outage, etc. C. Vance explained that a list of names was provided by the commission on aging and those individuals were checked on. Discussion followed. R. Szegda stated that he is concerned about the residents who rely on landlines and lose their phone service because they are unable to receive Everbridge notifications from the town if they are sent when electricity is out. J. Luiz will discuss this issue with the Chief of the Columbia Volunteer Fire Department and with the Emergency Management Director.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session at  7:52 pm. with J. Luiz present. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. R. Hellstrom left executive session at 8:10 pm. Executive Session ended at 8:12 pm.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:12 pm. and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 20, 2011 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
