REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, January 17, 2012 
To begin immediately following the Special Town Meeting. 


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 06237

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectmen Richard Szegda, and Bob Bogue. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
2. MINUTES:   1/3/12 Regular Meeting:  Bob Bogue MOVED to approve the Regular BOS Minutes of 1/3/12 with the following revision: 
- item 7.1 states, “R. Szegda explained that he spoke with the Rec Commission Chair, A. Dunnack and feels that it would be in the best interest of the Commission to appoint Sebby Randazzo to the Rec Commission.” It should state, “R. Szegda stated that he feels all four individuals are good candidates for the vacancy on the Rec Commission. R. Szegda explained that he spoke with the Rec Commission Chair, A. Dunnack and feels that it would be in the best interest of the Commission to appoint Sebby Randazzo to the Rec Commission” MOTION CARRIED 3:0.  

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1 Library Referendum: Bill Mulcahy of 1 Hennequin Road asked what drove the 10.6 million dollar Library Expansion Project. C. Vance stated there is a Library Building Committee that interviewed numerous architectural firms and after months of meetings and lots of discussion, the chosen firm came back to the Library Building Committee that made the decision for this proposal. R. Szegda explained that the Library Building Committee was made up of townspeople that looked into the needs for library services and that multiple public hearings will be held in order to give residents the chance to be heard regarding this project. B. Mulcahy asked if the architects were told to design to a certain cost. C. Vance answered no and that it was designed based on need. J. Luiz stated the 10.6 million dollars includes the interest to borrow. B. Mulcahy suggested that in the future the town use a design-to-cost approach. 

Richard Mora of 30 Chesbro Bridge asked if it can be justified that people will actually use a library this big and feels that this is an awful lot of money. R. Szegda explained that the town is trying to anticipate the future needs of the library. 

Pamela Viens of 132 Route 66 stated that the school system will continue to be well below its maximum capacity, and therefore the population of individuals using the library will not increase. Discussion followed. 

Lisa Napolitano of 7 Hunt Road explained that she has filed a petition regarding the spring referendum and that she feels that holding the referendum during the November general election will give ample time to educate voters on the proposed expansion project. She stated that the cost of this project will result in residents paying an additional $500 annually in taxes. L. Napolitano requested that the BOS re-think its motion to hold a spring referendum and instead vote on the Library construction issue in November when more people will be there to vote on whether or not they can afford to pay for this project. L. Napolitano reviewed statistics from the proposed cost of the project and compared the cost with other towns and stated she feels the proposed Columbia cost is ridiculous. She feels that this vote should take place when the majority of town residents are present to participate in the vote. Discussion followed. 

R. Szegda stated that he wants people to be informed as much as possible regarding the library project. He feels that if the library vote is held in November with the general election, then it will become a side issue, versus if the referendum is held in the spring it will be the only issue. Discussion followed. 

Hank Schwartz of 6 Mallard Point explained that if the vote takes place in November there will be many people that are not informed and the Library Building Committee wants to give everyone the opportunity to be informed as much as possible, and that there will be multiple opportunities for individuals to become educated on the project. He also explained that the longer the project is put on hold, the more money it will cost. H. Schwartz explained that the library has issues such as the roof and that the infrastructure of the building is deteriorating rapidly. 

Astrid Belanger of 54 Hennequin Road stated that the vote takes place in November, then all registered voters would come into Yeomans and vote on the tabulator and the question regarding the library would also be on the ballot. Any taxpayers that are not registered voters would be directed to the Town Hall Conference room to vote off the grand list and that those ballots could be checked in-house. Astrid asked if the proposed springtime referendum would be an adjourned town meeting. J. Luiz stated, yes. She said that doing so would be a big burden on those who would need an absentee ballot. A. Belanger also said she was very disappointed in the BOS from making this decision, J. Luiz asked what the difference would be if the referendum was held during the general election. A. Belanger stated that individuals have 31 days to get absentee ballots in with the general election, so the burden that exists with a referendum would not exist with the general election. B. Bogue stated that he voted in favor at the BOS meeting for a spring referendum, but now feels that some time should be taken to rethink this decision and stated that he is now in favor of voting on the Library project at the November General Election. R. Szegda stated that a lot of work has already been done and now we must be sure to do the best job we can do to inform residents of this project. He feels that having the referendum in the spring will have everyone’s attention. 

Richard Napolitano of 7 Hunt Road stated that everyone should have voting representation, not just the informed party. 

4.2	Columbia/Bolton Self Insurance Venture: J. Luiz informed the BOS that he met with Francine Coss and the insurance broker again to review the essential agreement. He stated that he, F. Coss and their Bolton counterparts all feel it is a solid agreement. J. Luiz reviewed preliminary cost estimates with the BOS and stated that an updated estimate is in the works and will be presented to the BOS as soon as it is available. Bill Mulcahy asked if J. Luiz has been following EASTCONN’s plan to proceed with its own self insurance plan as well. J. Luiz said yes. J. Luiz stated that there will be a meeting on February 6, 2012 in the H.W. Porter Cafetorium and that Ovation Benefits will present on the logistics of a self-insurance arrangement as well as financial impacts. 

V. Englert asked for permission to put “Columbia’s Got Talent Show” on the town website community calendar. J. Luiz agreed to this. 


5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1 Award Nominations to the Northeast Communities Against Substance Abuse (NECASA): R. Szegda MOVED to nominate Melissa Petrone for the “Volunteer with Youth Award.” MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake by Gregory Derway: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the application of G. Derway for constructing structures on or over Columbia Lake with the conditions recommended by Lake Management Advisory Committee. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 
6.2	Memo from Mark Coleman to C. Vance

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1  Appointment of Sondra Jean Montesi (R) to the Board of Education: C. Vance MOVED to appoint S. Jean Montesi to the BOE. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 
7.2 Resignation of Joan Hill from the Library Building Committee: The BOS recognized the resignation of J. Hill.
7.3 Appointments to the Youth Services Committee: R. Szegda MOVED to appoint the following individuals to the Youth Services Committee: Denise Morell (D), Joanne Doyle (D), Sue Catullo (U), Melissa Petrone (U), Bill O’Brien (D) and Dick Szegda (D). MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

R. Szegda stated that the last vacancy must be filled by either a Republican or Unaffiliated party member. 

7.4 Appointment of Paula Belekewicz (R) to the Rec Commission: C. Vance MOVED to appoint P. Belekewicz (R) to the Rec Commission. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 
7.5 Hire of Linda Reynolds as Sr. Center Food Operator, Meals-on-Wheels Driver (back up for MOW per JL) and Floater:   C. Vance MOVED to hire L. Reynolds as Sr. Center Food Operator, back up Meals-On-Wheels driver and Floater contingent upon the results of a background check done by the State Police and conditions specified in the letters of hire written by J. Luiz. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz informed the BOS of a house fire on Hunt Road today. He explained that he is busy working on the budget and working with department heads on their budgets and that the budget process is moving along on schedule. J. Luiz stated that he met with the Assessor to discuss the impact of the property revaluation on the Grand List. J. Luiz briefly discussed the impact of revaluation and explained that further detail would be provided tomorrow night at the tri-board meeting.   J. Luiz informed the BOS of a February 6, 2012 meeting regarding the Bolton and Columbia Self Insurance Venture that will be held in the school cafetorium at 6pm. J. Luiz stated that he is working on an energy efficiency grant application with the Public Works Director. Discussion followed. 

9.            CORRESPONDENCE
9.1        Report of the Two Storm Panel presented to Governor Dannel P. Malloy
9.2	Letter from Columbia Conservation and Agriculture Commission to Judy Senkbeil
9.3	Letter from Robinson & Cole LLP to CT Siting Council
9.4	Letter from Nicole Vacila to the BOS
9.5	Town of Columbia Audited Financial Statements, June 30, 2011
9.6	Chronicle article on MBR published January 16, 2012


10.	BUDGET	
10.1	Refunds: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following refunds: 
	
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Marc Cranick
	Town of Columbia
	$23.32

	Howard Fairfield LLC
	Town of Columbia
	$34.76


MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

10.2	Transfers: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following transfers: 

	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #
	DESCRIPTION

	$3000
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4530-010
	Building Department Salaries

	$50
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4117-120
	Meeting Place, Telephone

	$500
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4350-600
	Marine Patrol, Boat Repairs/Maintenance

	$1000
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4410-120
	DPW Telephone/Communications

	$1750
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4410-515
	DPW Contracted Services

	$5000
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4410-600
	DPW Repairs/Maintenance

	$2000
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4510-130
	PZC Legal Notices

	$750
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4410-630
	DPW Rental


	MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

10.3	Review of FY 11-12 Expenditures and Revenues to-date: J. Luiz reviewed the FY 11-12 Expenditures and Revenues to date with the BOS. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the payment of emergency bills in the amount of $27. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. C. Vance MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $43,824.83. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 
		
J. Luiz passed out summary of Town Attorney expenses for FY 11-12, months of October – December. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session at 8:47 pm. with J. Luiz present. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. Executive Session ended at 9:07 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 9:07 pm. and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
