REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, January 3, 2012, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 06237

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectmen Richard Szegda, Bill O’Brien and Bob Bogue. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:   12/20/11 Regular Meeting: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the Regular BOS Minutes of 12/20/11. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with R. Hellstrom abstaining. 

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1	Root Cellar & Adjacent Land: C. Vance thanked Ann Dunnack and Joan Hill for all the work they have done regarding this project. J. Luiz reviewed a draft management plan with the BOS and pointed out that the lawn and path upkeep will require continued maintenance by the Department of Public Works in the future. R. Szegda asked what the approximate size of the property is and if it is worth having a Public Works employee taking his time to maintain this property. A Dunnack explained that the majority of the land is filled with stone and it would not require mowing every week. Discussion followed. R. Szegda MOVED to approve the draft management plan for the Root Cellar as presented and agree that Chris and David Ramm will not be held liable in the event a Public Works employee is injured while maintaining the Root Property, or in the event Public Works equipment is damaged while in use maintaining the Root Property. J. Luiz will email C. Ramm and D. Ramm to inform them that they will not be held liable if a town employee gets injured while working on the property. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. B. Bogue mentioned the possibility of other civic organizations such as the Lions Club, Boy Scouts, etc. participating in the upkeep of the property. Discussion followed. B. Bogue asked if any type of liability could fall back on the town if someone were injured while visiting the property. J. Luiz stated that he spoke with the town’s insurance company and that it recommended the town put a fence up around the Root Cellar. Discussion followed. 

4.2	Library Construction Project: C. Vance stated that a decision must be made regarding when a referendum will be held to vote on the Town borrowing money to renovate and expand the existing library building. A. Belanger stated that it is very do-able to hold the referendum in conjunction with the November Presidential Election. R. Szegda feels that it makes more sense to hold the referendum during the spring because a lot of the citizens attending the November Presidential Election will not be educated on the proposed library project. C. Vance concurred. B. O’Brien stated that he is in support of holding the referendum in the spring. C. Vance MOVED that a referendum be held in the spring to authorize the Board of Selectmen to borrow money to renovate and expand the existing library building. Discussion ensued, with C. Vance saying that the Town Administrator must work with the Library Building Committee, the Registrars and the architect, etc. on setting an exact date for the referendum. Deputy Registrar Maureen Allen asked for clarification from R. Szegda on his belief that voters will be more educated on the project if the referendum is held in the spring, versus the November Presidential Election. R. Szegda explained that he feels that residents that would attend a spring referendum to vote on the Library Project only, would be more informed that those voting at the Presidential Election. M. Allen stated that she feels allowing more time before the referendum would allow more time to educate citizens about the proposed Library Construction Project. C. Vance explained that there will be public hearings held exclusively to inform residents of this project. Library Building Committee member Art Austin stated that two public hearings have already taken place, and that they were both not well attended.  A. Austin said that if the referendum question was presented on the November Presidential Election than the library project would probably not be approved by the voters because many of the voters that day would vote no simply because they do not want the town to spend the money needed to complete the project. Discussion followed. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1 BOE agreement with Columbia Association of School Administrators: C. Vance explained that she wanted the BOS to have a copy of the agreement for information purposes. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None.

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1  Appointments to Recreation Commission: R. Szegda explained that he spoke with Rec Commission Chair, A. Dunnack and feels that it would be in the best interest of the Commission to appoint Sebby Randazzo to the Rec Commission. R. Hellstrom asked A. Dunnack if she is in favor of this decision and she said yes. R. Szegda MOVED to appoint Sebby Randazzo, Ann Dunnack and Steve Piro to the Rec Commission for a term to be effective immediately and end on 11/23/15. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
7.2 Appointment of Kris Earle to the Solid Waste/Recycling Advisory Committee (SWRAC): C. Vance MOVED to appoint K. Earle to the SWRAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz stated that he has begun budget meetings with Department Heads and Board Chairs, and they will continue this week. J. Luiz explained that work on the Root Cellar will begin this week. J. Luiz told the BOS that a broken pipe in Town Hall resulted in approximately 2 inches of water in the Building Department. He stated that the water has dried. J. Luiz discussed a stonewall issue on Pine Street and explained that it is being resolved. J. Luiz explained that there have been several incidents in town regarding residents removing stone walls that do not belong to them. C. Vance informed the BOS that an article will be in the next edition of Crossroads regarding this issue. J. Luiz reminded the BOS that a Tri-Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 7:30 pm. in the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room. C. Vance thanked those who attended the Press Conference with Governor Malloy last week, and thanked J. Luiz for doing a good job organizing this event despite last minute notice. 

9.            CORRESPONDENCE
9.1         12/17/11 Article from The Chronicle
9.2	 12/19/11 Letter from J. Luiz to E. Bonnenfant

10.	BUDGET	
10.1	Transfers: None. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $35,994.15. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

	C. Vance MOVED to add item 10.2 entitled, Refunds, to the agenda. MOTION CARRIED 5:0

10.	BUDGET (continued)
10.2	Refunds: C. Vance MOVED to approve following refunds:
	
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	CAB East LLC
	Town of Columbia
	$184.25

	Jacob Halbach
	Town of Columbia
	$53.81


MOTION CARRIED 5:0.



12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 


13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session at 7:39     pm. with J. Luiz present to discuss real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D) and pending litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B). MOTION CARRIED 5:0. Executive Session ended at 7:55 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 7:56 pm. and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 17, 2011 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
