REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, February 19, 2013, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectman Dick Szegda; Selectman Rob Hellstrom; Selectman Bob Bogue; Selectman Bill O’Brien. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES: 2/5/13 Regular Meeting: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular meeting minutes of 2/5/13. MOTION CARRIED 3:0:2 with R. Hellstrom and C. Vance abstaining.

B. Bogue MOVED to discuss item 10.4 entitled, “FY 13-14 Budget” immediately. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10.	BUDGET
10.4	FY 13-14 Budget Update: J. Luiz discussed the proposed FY 13-14 Operating   
      Budget with the BOS, reviewing each individual line item.   
        
C. Vance left the meeting at 8:18 pm. R. Szegda took over as chair. 

J. Luiz discussed anticipated FY 13-14 revenues with the BOS. J. Luiz discussed MBR and explained that the town is still awaiting a response from Brian Mahoney regarding the town’s request that the state recalculate the MBR penalty amount. 

J. Luiz discussed in detail the proposed FY 13-14 Capital Budget and the proposed mill rate.  Discussion followed.  

The BOS will continue its review the budget documents at the BOS Special Meeting scheduled for February 26, 2013 at 7 pm.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1 Possible update to Ordinance 1-3: J. Luiz explained that Town Ordinance 1-3 provides for ambulance-type motor vehicles to be exempt from local taxation. He stated that he and the Tax Assessor feel that the language could be clearer. Mary Lavallee explained that she would appreciate the ordinance being clarified regarding the type of vehicle eligible for the exemption and the process for applying for the exemption. M. Lavallee stated that she is looking for some direction from the BOS. B. O’Brien expressed concern with individuals with disabilities and not being able to file within 30 days. Discussion followed. The BOS would like more information on this matter before making any changes to the existing Ordinance. J. Luiz will gather more information for the BOS. This ITEM has been TABLED.



5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1        Resolution concerning $160,000 STEAP Grant award: B. Bogue MOVED the  
       following Resolution: “Resolved, that Carmen Vance, First Selectman, be, and 
       hereby is, authorized to sign the agreement entitled “STEAP Grant Agreement 
       between the State of Connecticut and the town of Columbia for the rehabilitation 
       of the Pucker Street Bridge (Bridge No. 04621).” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.             
5.2        Establish a Town Meeting to adopt an emergency contingency plan for       
       elections: B. O’Brien MOVED to establish a Town Meeting for the purpose of 
       adopting an emergency contingency plan for elections.  The Town Meeting 
       to be held on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at 6:45 pm. in the Adella G. Urban 
       Administrative Offices Conference Room. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
5.3        Mobile Foodshare: J. Luiz spoke to the BOS regarding an opportunity to 
       participate in the Mobile Foodshare program. He stated that surrounding towns 
       such as Coventry and Hebron participate in this program as well as numerous 
       churches. Discussion followed. J. Luiz will provide information on this program 
       to Nikki Keldsen who will in turn pass on this information participate in this 
       program as well as numerous churches. Discussion followed. J.  Luiz will 
       provide information on this program to Nikki Keldsen who will in turn  
       pass on this information   to the Baptist Fellowship Church to see if it would be 
       interested in participating. Discussion followed.        
5.4        No-Freeze Zone: J. Luiz told the BOS that the Windham Area No Freeze 
      Hospitality Center has requested that Yeomans Hall be made available as an 
      overflow facility. Discussion followed. The BOS agreed that it would like more 
      information on this matter. J. Luiz will gather more information for the BOS.  
5.5       Approval of Small Business Energy Advantage Program: J. Luiz stated this   
       program consists of multi-year loan re-payment in exchange for energy 
       efficiency improvements that will be made to Porter School. Discussion 
       followed.  R. Szegda MOVED to approve the Small Business Energy 
       Advantage Program for school improvements that will consist of a 36 month 
       payment plan. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
           
6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None.

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None. 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz informed the BOS that he has been spending a large amount of time preparing the proposed FY 13-14 budget. 

R. Szegda MOVED to add item 5.6 to New Business entitled, “Activities in Yeomans during work hours.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

	5.	NEW BUSINESS (CONTINUED)
	5.6	ACTIVITIES IN YEOMANS HALL DURING EMPLOYEE WORKING 
             HOURS: J. Luiz said that the Town has held to a long-standing practice of not 
             using Yeomans Hall during Town Hall work hours. The Rec Director explained 
             that the Rec Department would like to implement a new yoga program that would 
             take place in Yeomans Hall once a week at 3:30 pm on Tuesdays. She stated that 
             the program will be very calm and should not create any disruptions for town 
             employees and/or residents. R. Szegda MOVED to allow usage of Yeomans Hall 
             for organized activities during normal business hours per the discretion of 
             the Town Administrator. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
             
 

             
             

             
             CORRESPONDENCE
8.1 CIRMA Annual Report for the Year 2011-2012
8.2 Letter from Lauren Perrotti-Verboven to BOS: Discussion took place regarding the letter authored by BOE Chair L. Perrotti-Verboven and sent to the BOS on the subject of the MBR. BOS members questioned why the majority of the BOE appears to be upset about the town’s decision to not give additional funding to the BOE in Fiscal Year 2011-2012 considering the BOE had a very significant surplus of funding that Fiscal Year.  Furthermore, BOS members questioned whether or not the letter accurately reflects the provisions in current state law that call for Education Cost Sharing funds to flow from the State to the town, as opposed to flowing from the State to the BOE. R. Szegda said that he is very comfortable with the town’s decisions to not provide additional funding to the BOE in Fiscal Year 2011-2012 and to pursue a waiver of the MBR penalty.  R. Bogue agreed, citing the BOE’s non-existent need for additional funding in Fiscal Year 2011-2012. A response to the BOE letter will be drafted for BOS review.

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Transfers:   B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfers:
		AMOUNT
	FROM 
A/C #/ DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C# / DESCRIPTION

	$2,000
	10-4800-900 / Contingency
	10-4113-600 / Rep/Maintenance


	 MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

10.2	Refunds: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following refunds totaling $513.30:
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Ford Motor Credit, Co
	Town of Columbia
	$271.65

	Michael Ray
	Town of Columbia
	$219.76

	Nancy Easton (Est of) c/o Carol Warfied
	Town of Columbia
	$5.94

	Steven or Christopher Eichner
	Town of Columbia
	$15.95 


	 MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

10.3       Memo from CCM: The BOS concurred that it is not in favor of eliminated the 
               motor vehicle tax for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 simply because the town budget 
               for FY 2013-2014 will likely be finalized in May of 2013 while the state 
               legislation on the issue of eliminating the motor vehicle tax may not be finalized 
               until sometime after May of 2013.
.  
11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $33,664.97. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); None. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: B. Bogue MOVED to adjourn at 9:37 pm and the MOTION 
                          CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next Regular Meeting of the BOS is 
                          scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, 2013.

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly Bona
