
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, February 5, 2013, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: Deputy Selectman Dick Szegda; Selectman Bill O’Brien; Selectman Bob Bogue. 
Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: R. Szegda called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:   1/22/13 Tri-Board Special Meeting: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the Tri-Board Special Meeting Minutes of 1/22/13. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 1/22/13 BOS Special Meeting: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the BOS Special Meeting Minutes of 1/22/13. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Rebecca Stearns of 56 Route 66 East expressed concern regarding the frequent roaming of livestock in town recently. She stated that she feels the town should have a protocol for this type of situation because the Animal Control Officer does not handle livestock. R. Stearns pointed out that having livestock such as horses and cows, etc. roaming freely in town is very dangerous and if the town does not have some type of protocol then the state police cannot take action in these instances. J. Luiz explained that a house on Route 66 has apparently been rented out and that horses there continue to get loose. He stated that he has been in contact with the State Animal Control Officer regarding the issue. Ann Dunnack of 103 Lake Road stated that she has experienced issues with roaming livestock on West Street. B. Bogue also stated that he has had issues with roaming livestock as well. B. Bogue feels that it is necessary to look into a protocol regarding this issue. B. O’Brien stated that he would like input from the horse owners that reside in town prior to the BOS establishing any type of ordinance, protocol, etc. R. Szegda concurred. R. Szegda feels that it is not necessary at this point to take action but if roaming livestock becomes a regular issue, then something should be done. 

4. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1 Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) Prescription Discount Card Program: J. Luiz stated that Columbia is a member of CCM and spoke about the Prescription Discount Card Program to the BOS. Discussion followed.  B. O’Brien MOVED to approve the contract presented for the Prescription Discount Card Program.  B. Bogue stated that he will support this program because it does not have any effect on Medicare. R. Szegda stated he feels it is important to be sure individuals know what this program consists of. Discussion followed. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 
5.2 Possible update to Ordinance 1-3: J. Luiz spoke about ordinance 1-3 regarding tax exemption for motor vehicles that have been modified for those individuals with disabilities. J. Luiz stated that the Assessor feels that proposed ordinance changes will make the ordinance read clearer and that an application would be provided for residents to apply for a tax exemption. B. O’Brien asked if this proposed update is due to any problems. J. Luiz said no W. O’ Brien said that it is important to consider whether or not the proposed changes to the ordinance would restrict residents from qualifying for the tax abatement. R. Szegda stated that he feels this update may create issues for residents and would like to see the ordinance remain as is. Discussion followed. J. Luiz will gather more information on this proposed ordinance update and inform the BOS at a future meeting.

5.3	Use of Bell bequest to purchase an Automated External Defibrillator (AED): J. Luiz informed the BOS that he and A. Dunnack suggest the town purchase an AED for the H.W. Porter School gym and the town Beach. He explained that an AED was recently purchased for the Senior Center that cost approximately $1,600. Discussion followed. B. Bogue inquired whether small agencies are well-suited to utilize this type of equipment because usage requires proper expertise. A. Dunnack explained that each lifeguard is trained in professional level CPR and AED. A. Dunnack also stated that each minute delayed without an AED decreased a victim’s chance of survival by 10%. A. Dunnack explained that the problem in the gym is that when basketball is taking place the AED is locked up down the Hall from where the basketball games are taking place. B. Bogue MOVED to approve the use of the Bell funds to purchase AED apparatus. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 
   
5.4	Resolution concerning Emergency Management and Homeland Security: J. Luiz discussed this grant opportunity and requested that two resolutions be approved, one resolution authorizing C. Vance to sign documents with the state and the other resolution authorizing R. Szegda to sign documents with the state B. Bogue MOVED to accept the RESOLUTIONS concerning Emergency Management and Homeland Security as recommended. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

5.5	Establishment of the Ad-Hoc Committee on Memorials for Veterans of the Korean War and the Vietnam War: J. Luiz stated that C. Vance would like to see monuments placed on the Green for Veterans of the Korean and Vietnam War. R. Szegda MOVED to establish an Ad-Hoc Committee on Memorials for Veterans of the Korean War and the Vietnam War and read the charge presented into the record. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1 Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by Ralph and Rachelle Bernabei: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the application for constructing structures on or over the Lake by R. and R. Bernabei contingent upon the conditions set forth by the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC). MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1	Hire of Christine Chamberlin as Meals-On-Wheels Driver: This item has been TABLED. 
7.2	Appointment of William Petrone Jr. (D) to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA): R. Szegda MOVED to appoint W. Petrone Jr. to the ZBA. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.
7.3	Appointment of Steve Everett ( R); Dick Curland (D); Tip Garritt (U); and Andrea Stannard (D) to the Ad-Hoc Committee on memorials for Veterans of the Korean War and the Vietnam War: R. Szegda MOVED to create the Ad-Hoc Committee on memorials for Veterans of the Korean War and the Vietnam War a five member committee. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

R. Szegda MOVED to appoint S. Everett, D. Curland, T. Garritt, A. Stannard and B. Bogue to the Ad-Hoc Committee. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  J. Luiz told the BOS he anticipates that the contract for the school roof should be signed within the next couple of days. J. Luiz stated that WINCOG had to lay off an employee due to financial challenges.  J. Luiz explained that the Town of Bolton has asked Columbia to participate jointly in a self-insured employee health care plan, but Columbia has not committed to anything with Bolton at this point because Columbia is waiting to receive a fully-insured renewal figure from Anthem. Discussion followed. J. Luiz stated that Chris Ramm has been working with the town to transfer ownership of the Root Cellar property. J. Luiz told the BOS that he and R. Szegda met with Joel Rosenberg to discuss FY 12-13 and FY 13-14 services between the town and Andover, Hebron and Marlborough Youth Services (AHM). R. Szegda stated that he feels the town should become a full time member of AHM considering all the issues taking place with youths recently. J. Luiz stated that an enclosed structure has been added to the Transfer Station for the purposes of storing swap items. Lastly, J. Luiz stated that the new Marine Patrol boat will be picked up in the very near future. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1	Willimantic Chronicle article entitled “Coventry Wages War on Blight”: 
9.2	Email from J. Rosenberg with report “Connecticut Re-thinks Student Arrests”
9.3	Audit of Town of Columbia Fiscal Year 2011-2012
9.4	Report on the results of the July 1, 20132 Actuarial Valuation of the Town of Columbia’s post retirement benefit other than pension (OPEB)

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Transfers: None.
10.2	Refunds: Dick MOVED to approve the following refunds:
		TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Truxton Brodhead
	Town of Columbia
	$12.67

	Richard and Dawn Cwirka
	Town of Columbia
	$20.00

	David Fleig
	Town of Columbia
	$7.62

	Robert Johnston
	Town of Columbia
	$20.40

	Judith Piontak
	Town of Columbia
	$8.28

	Edoardo Zimmitti
	Town of Columbia
	$3.32

	Michael Hyman
	Town of Columbia
	$6.02


	MOTION CARRIED 3:0.
	
10.3 	Fiscal Update through the 2nd Quarter: J. Luiz reviewed the Fiscal Update with the BOS. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the payment of emergency bills in the amount of $25.00. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. B. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $75,889.94. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); R. Szegda MOVED to enter into Executive Session at 7:50 pm with J. Luiz and A. Dunnack present for the purposes of discussing prospective real estate purchases. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. A. Dunnack left Executive Session at 8:14 pm. Executive Session ended at 8:15 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: R. Szegda MOVED to adjourn at 8:15 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, February 19, 2013.
	
Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona

	

