REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, February 17, 2015, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present:  First Selectman Carmen Vance, Deputy Selectman Steven Everett, Selectman William O’Brien, Selectman Rob Hellstrom and Selectman Robert Bogue
Also Present: Interim Town Administrator Mark Paquette, Finance Director Beverly Ciurylo, Recreation Director Jill Swenson, Nikki Keldsen, Town Planner Paula Stahl, Ann Dunnack (arrived 7:27 p.m.), Tax Assessor Mary Lavallee (arrived 7:27 p.m.), Interim Fire Marshal Michael Lester, John Hahn (President of the Columbia Volunteer Fire Department), and Recording Secretary Linda McDonald
CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES: 2/3/15 Regular Meeting.  R. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular meeting minutes of 2/3/15 as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0:0.
3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  No audience of citizens.  
4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1   Open Space Grant: Discussion of this item was moved to Executive Session.
4.2   Library Update: C. Vance said the paperwork has been completed and sent to the  

                state.  A response should be received in two or three weeks.  Discussion followed on
                the cost of the project to the Town.
5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1   Girl Scout Proclamation:  This proclamation marked the 103rd anniversary of the Girl   

    Scouts of the United States of America.  C. Vance said the Girl Scouts would like the 
  
    First Selectman to sign this proclamation.  W. O’Brien MOVED to move forward with 
 
    the proclamation.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0:0.
  5.2
C. Vance added item 5.2:  Discussion on the need for space to relocate the Town 
 
Historian office from the Saxon B. Little Free Library and finding meeting space 
  
and a museum space for the Columbia Historical Society for archived documents and 
artifacts.  C. Vance said one option is to use the Meeting Place as the home for the 
 
Town Historian, Historical Society and Town Museum.  She is investigating creating a 
  
meeting room at the Murphy House to use for groups that had previously used 
 
the Meeting Place.  Discussion followed on available space in town. M. Paquette will 

present a descriptive list of available options to the Board at the next meeting.
6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: 
  6.1
    Beach Supervisor Job Description:  J. Swenson reported that the position of Aquatics 
 
    Director would require approximately 155 hours prior to and during the beach 
 
    season. She explained how this position would benefit the operations at the beach 
 
    during the summer season.

A. Dunnack and N. Keldsen spoke in support of this position.  
  
W. O’Brien moved to approve the creation of the position of Aquatics Director at a cost 
of $3,100.00 as set forth in the job description that was provided to the Board of 
Selectmen.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0:0.  
    
    7.
APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None.
8.        TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: M. Paquette updated the Board on the status of the 
 
replacement dock at the beach, Fire Marshal job description, Hop River STEAP grant, 
Baker Hill Bridge bidding process, dam emergency operation plan, school roof air 
system, library project, signed agreement for town clerk software and request from 
Walt Tabor request to purchase land from the Town. 
9.         CORRESPONDENCE
9.1       Chronicle Article dated 2/5/15 pertaining to invasive aquatic Plants in Eagleville Lake
9.2       Troop K statistics for January 2015
10.       BUDGET

10.1
  Budget Fiscal Year 2015-2016:  Discussion followed on the proposed budget.  John 
 
  Hahn from the Volunteer Fire Department was present to answer questions about the 
 
  fire department grant.  
13.        EXECUTIVE SESSION – Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-
               200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B);      Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A):  C. Vance MOVED to ENTER Executive Session with B. Ciurylo, M. Lavallee, and M. Paquette present at 7:54 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0:0.  M. Lavallee exited Executive Session at 8:04 p.m.  P. Stahl and A. Dunnack entered Executive Session at 8:05 p.m.  P. Stahl and A. Dunnack exited Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. R. Bogue left the meeting at 8:50 p.m.  Executive Session ended at 8:59 p.m.
The regular meeting resumed at 9:00 p.m.

W. O’Brien MOVED to allow the Town Administrator to apply for a FY 2015 Open Space DEEP grant based on successful completion of negotiations for a 181.5 acre piece of property on Zola Road and to allow the First Selectman to sign any or all documents pertaining to the Open Space grant application.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.
10.1
   Budget Fiscal Year 2015-2016 (continued):  Discussion on the Fiscal year 2015-2016 
 
   budget resumed at 9:00 p.m. with B. Ciurylo reporting on changes made to the 
 
   proposed budget.   Discussion followed on some budget line items and the capital 
  
   projects reserve fund.  

10.2      Transfers: S. Everett MOVED to APPROVE the following transfers of funds.
	AMOUNT
	FROM
	TO

	$ 922.00
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4250-110, Postage:  $374.00

	
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4250-300, General Supplies:  $124.00

	
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4250-520, Printing: $424.00


MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.

10.3      Refunds:  R. Hellstrom MOVED to APPROVE the following refunds:
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Hyundai Lease Titling
	Town of Columbia
	$150.52

	Lea Finnie
	Town of Columbia
	$10.79


 MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.
11.        APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS:  W. O’Brien MOVED to APPROVE payment of regular bills totaling $44,049.05.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.
12.        BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: No comments.
14.        ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 9:38 p.m. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.  
 
The next regular meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, March 3, 2015.  
Respectfully Submitted by Linda H. McDonald
Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for the approval of these minutes and any
corrections hereto.
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