REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 - 7 pm

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 06237

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectmen Bill O’Brien and Bob Bogue. Richard Szegda arrived at 7:17 pm. Rob Hellstrom arrived at 7:34 pm.

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. MINUTES:  B. Bogue MOVED to approve the minutes of the 12/7/11 Regular Meeting. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.  C. Vance MOVED to approve the minutes of the 12/13/11 Special Meeting. CARRIED 3:0.   

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Nicole Vacila asked if there is a deadline to submit the “letter of intent” to serve on the Youth Services Committee. C. Vance stated that she was unsure and suggested N. Vacila speak with R. Szegda about this. N. Vacila asked about vacant Republican seat on the Rec Commission. C. Vance explained that the seat was filled by Paula Belekewicz.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1	Library Referendum: C. Vance explained that since the vote at the town meeting on February 8, 2012 rescinded the BOS vote to have the library referendum in the spring, it is necessary to re-vote on a date. C. Vance MOVED to hold the referendum for the proposed library expansion on National Election Day, November 6, 2012. W. O’Brien expressed disappointment in the outcome of the town meeting that was held on February 8, 2012, but recognizes that the BOS must respect the wishes of the public. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.
4.2	Refinancing of existing town debt: J. Luiz discussed refinancing the existing town debt with the BOS. He stated that he feels it would be a good idea to refinance and explained that FiPAC was in favor of this as well, but noted the probability of the town receiving a penalty for pre-payment. Discussion followed. W. O’Brien stated that he feels the town should go out to bid for this. J. Luiz will look into bidding and will update the BOS at the next meeting. 
4.3	H.W. Porter School Roof Evaluation and Replacement Recommendations: No discussion took place. The materials given to the BOS were for informational purposes.
4.4	Boundary issue at Utley Hill Preserve with surrounding Town of Columbia property: Gary Griffin, a member of the Joshua’s Trust Boundary Subcommittee, spoke to the BOS about the boundary line issues at Utley Hill Preserve. He explained that he would like the town and Joshua’s Trust to enter into a boundary line agreement in order to clear up this issue. G. Griffin stated that a surveyor would need to be hired and that both parties would come to a mutual agreement on a boundary line. J. Luiz asked for pricing updates in regards to hiring a surveyor. G. Griffin stated that they have begun to look into this. Discussion followed.  

	R. Szegda arrived at 7:17 pm.

R. Szegda asked why it is necessary to address the boundary issue and spend money on a surveyor when the lack of the boundary line has never been an issue. G. Griffin explained that Joshua’s Trust Boundary Subcommittee would like to see a boundary line created so that future generations would have clarity on the issue. R. Szegda asked about working together to create a “rough line” instead of hiring a surveyor.  

R. Hellstrom arrived at 7:34 pm.

	C. Vance asked R. Hellstrom why the town must pay to hire a certified surveyor versus coming to an agreement on a “rough line” as R. Szegda suggested. R. Hellstrom stated that the town could visit the property along with members of the Joshua’s Trust Boundary Subcommittee and come to a written agreement on where markers would be put down to serve as a boundary line. He explained that this rough line would serve its purpose and be legal. Discussion followed.  
	
4.5	Request from the Columbia Conservation/Ag Commission to implement the optional tax exemption for farm buildings per CGS Sec. 12-191: Linda McDonald explained to the BOS that the Conservation and Agriculture Committee is requesting that qualified farm buildings in town be tax exempt. Jim Corso clarified that the only buildings that would be considered exempt are those that are used 100% for agriculture and generate certain losses or revenue marks as specified in state statute. Discussion followed. R. Hellstrom stated that he would like to see more information as to an acreage requirement for a farm. L. McDonald stated that per state statute, land is considered a farm if $15,000 or more is generated or lost annually. Discussion followed. The BOS would like further clarification on the acreage size, animal information, etc. and what the best route would be to pursue the request of the Conservation and Agriculture Committee on making farm buildings tax exempt.  

5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1 Girl Scouts Centennial Proclamation: W. O’Brien MOVED to adopt the Girl Scouts Centennial Proclamation as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
5.2 Establishment of a Special Town Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to establish a Town Meeting on March 20, 2012 at 6:45 pm. in the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room to approve the following transfer: 

	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #
	DESCRIPTION

	$9,444
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	20-6201-013
	Parker Bridge Road Bridge


MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	National Lake Assessment 2012 – Access Permission: The BOS concurred to authorize water testing at Columbia Lake. 
6.2	Columbia Lake Perimeter Groundwater Seeps Testing: J. Luiz will contact the Department of Environmental Protection to clarify what exactly will be tested to be sure there is duplicate tests done. C. Vance MOVED that the BOS fund up to $5,000 for Seep Water Testing and approve the necessary transfer of $5,000 from FY 11-12, Contingency, to 10-4630-500 entitled Lake Management Advisory Committee, Professional/Technical. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
6.3	Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake for Lisa Burns: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the application of Stephen Galinat (applicant) and Lisa Burns (property owner) contingent upon the recommendations provided by the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC). MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

	C. Vance MOVED to add item 6.4 to the agenda, entitled, “Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake for Parise Lemaire”. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

6.4	Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake for Parise Lamiere: C. Vance MOVED to approve the application of Parise Lemaire (property owner) and Robinson Builders, Inc. (applicant) contingent upon the recommendations provided by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1 Resignation of Laurie Rogers as Assistant to the Recreation Director: The BOS recognized the resignation of L. Rogers. R. Szegda MOVED to approve the employment status change of Laurie Rogers from Assistant to the Rec Director to Floater. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.2 Hire of Terri Homiski as Interim Assistant to the Recreation Director: C. Vance MOVED to hire T. Homiski as Interim Assistant to the Recreation Director. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.3 Resignation of Gabriel Fenteany as Gatekeeper: The BOS recognized the resignation of G. Fenteany. 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz told the BOS that he has been busy finishing the budget. He stated that he and C. Vance have been working with the Library Building Committee in regards to scaling down the proposed expansion project. J. Luiz explained that he has been working with the Rec Department on training new staff and setting up on line registration for rec programs. J. Luiz said that he attended a meeting hosted by the Town Planner on the state’s Plan of Conservation and Development draft. Lastly, J. Luiz has been working with the Public Works Director on an equipment sharing grant. Discussion followed. 

9.          CORRESPONDENCE
9.1      	Chronicle article regarding possible regional transfer station
9.2        Letter from the Connecticut Siting Council re: Energy / Telecom Meeting
9.3        Republican-American article regarding zoning searches
9.4        Letter from R. Napolitano to BOS

10.	BUDGET	
10.1	Transfers: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following transfer:
	
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #
	DESCRIPTION

	$105
	10-4410-011
	Salaries – OT
	10-4410-710
	Prof. Development


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

	C. Vance MOVED to approve the following transfer:
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #
	DESCRIPTION

	$1,088
	10-4800-900
	Contingency
	10-4350-600
	Maint./Repairs


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10.2	FY 12-13 Budget: Ann Dunnack, Rec Commission Chairman told the BOS that the Rec Commission has decided to keep the beach pass fees the same as last year, but would like to implement a “Babysitter/Nanny pass” for this upcoming beach season. She explained that this pass would cost half of a non-resident season pass. She stated that with this babysitter/nanny pass, a non-resident babysitting for Columbia children would be able to utilize the beach during the summer season for the sole purpose of nannying. C. Vance expressed concern with people using the babysitter pass that are not babysitters. A. Dunnack said that the babysitters must have the children present with them when they go to the beach, and that the names of the children that are under the care of the sitter will be listed on the back of the babysitter’s pass. She stated that the babysitter passes will also be a different color from the regular season passes. A. Dunnack clarified that the babysitter pass will not count towards the “maximum cap per household” of monies spent on beach passes. Discussion followed. R. Szegda MOVED to accept the recommendation of the Rec Commission regarding “babysitter/nanny passes” for the 2012 beach season. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

J. Luiz reviewed each line item of the proposed FY 12-13 Capital Project Budget with the BOS. Discussion followed.  

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the payment of regular bills in the amount of $ 65,746.93. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.     

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A): None.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 9:30 pm. and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, March 6, 2012 at 7:00 pm. A budget workshop meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 28, 2012 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
