REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, March 19, 2013, 7 pm

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present:  First Selectman Carmen Vance, Selectman Richard Szegda, Selectman Robert Bogue, Selectman William O’Brien; Selectman Rob Hellstrom. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others.

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

C. Vance MOVED to add to the agenda under New Business item 5.5 entitled, “Donate Life: Organ Donation Flag” and item 5.6 entitled, “Establishment of Town Meeting”. MOTION  CARRIED 5:0.

2. MINUTES: 3/5/13 Regular Meeting Minutes: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of 3/5/13. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 3/16/13 Special Meeting: This ITEM has been TABLED.

R. Szegda MOVED to address item 6.1 entitled, “Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by B. Pagani” immediately. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

 6.	           LAKE DAM BEACH: 
 6.1         Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by Barbara 
           Pagani: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the application for constructing structures 
           on or over the Lake submitted by B. Pagani contingent upon the recommendations 
           provided by the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC). MOTION   
           CARRIED 5:0.
              
3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS:
4.1	Possible update to Ordinance 1-3: C. Vance MOVED to accept the update to Ordinance 1-3 (Ordinance for Tax Exemption on Motor Vehicles Equipped for People with Disabilities) as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. C. Vance MOVED to accept the application related to tax exemption pursuant to Ordinance 1-3 as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

4.2	Acceptance of Root Cellar Property: C. Vance explained that the Root Cellar Property is a gift from the Ramm brothers. Discussion followed. R. Szegda MOVED that First Selectman C. Vance be authorized to execute the quitclaim deed as presented, based on the counsel of the Town Attorney. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. J. Luiz will explore the town’s acquiring ownership of the historic cemetery next to the Root Cellar Property. A. Dunnack suggested that the town obtain right-of-way access between the Root Cellar and the cemetery. Discussion followed. 

5.  NEW BUSINESS:
5.1          Zumba class held on March 13, 2013: R. Szegda spoke about the incident that 
                         occurred on March 13, 2013 when the Zumba class in session was interrupted. He 
                         explained that he did not feel that the conference room was over capacity. Deputy 
                         Fire Marshal Mike Lester disagreed. M. Lester explained that he received a 
                         complaint via phone from a resident that was in the meeting regarding the 
                        overflow of people. R. Szegda stated that he feels it was a difficult situation and 
                        that although the school was previously reserved as a back-up meeting location, 
                        that at the time it made more sense to move the meeting in Yeomans Hall since the 
                        Zumba class was almost finished. He does not feel as though any “bullying” was 
                        directed towards the Zumba instructor and class. R. Szegda stated that he supports 
                        Rec and the Zumba program and feels the Zumba instructor and class deserves an 
                        apology for the interruption. C. Vance told the Rec Director and Rec Commission 
                        Chair that she will write a letter of apology to the Zumba instructor regarding the  
                        incident on March 13, 2013.
                                                                                        
5.2         Columbia Business of the Year nomination: The BOS discussed nominees for  
              Columbia’s Business of the Year Award. The BOS will think about nominees and 
              discuss this at a future BOS meeting.

5.3         Possible update to BOS policies: J. Luiz explained that the Rec Director and Rec 
              Commission Chair feel it is necessary to update some of the current BOS policies 
              that are related to the Town Beach. Discussion followed.  C. Vance MOVED to 
              eliminate the following policy: SUBJECT: Definition of Family. MOTION 
              CARRIED 5:0. C. Vance MOVED to amend the following policy: SUBJECT: 
              Fishing at Town Beach to reflect the following: “fishing from the piers/docks at 
              Columbia Lake Town Beach is allowed provided that a fisherman has purchased a   
              seasonal beach pass and is casting off into areas that are not designated for 
              swimming.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0. C. Vance MOVED to amend the following 
              policy: SUBJECT: Seasonal Renter Use of Town Beach to reflect that a seasonal 
              renter is anyone who rents a place in town for a period of one week or longer and 
              will be allowed to purchase beach membership for the period of the rental at 
              “resident rates.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
              
5.4          Possible update to Ordinance 7-6: A. Dunnack spoke to the BOS regarding the 
	            Ordinance and explained that she would like the ordinance updated because she 
               would like the town to pursue multi-year leases with farmers. Discussion 
               followed. C. Vance MOVED to alter “Ordinance #7-6: An Ordinance Providing 
               For the Management of the Szegda Farm – a Town Owned Property” as 
               presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5.5          Donate Life: Organ Donation Flag: The BOS was in favor of flying a flag in 
                         town for the month of April to show support for this cause.

5.6          Establishment of Town Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to establish a Town 
               Meeting on Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 6:45 pm. in the Adella G. Urban 
               Administrative Offices Conference Room to vote on the following items: Clause 1 
               – Transfer of $3,500 from Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Contingency Line Item # 10-
               4800-900 to Capital Account # 20-6205-002 entitled “DPW Transfer Station 
               Equipment.”  Clause 2 – Increase maximum membership on the Youth 
               Services Committee to twelve people. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.              




               








6.            COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: 
6.1          Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by B. Pagani: 
               (This item was addressed at start of meeting.) 

6. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 
7.1         Resignation of Maureen Allen from Youth Services Committee: The BOS 
              recognized the resignation of M. Allen from Youth Services Committee.
7.2         Hire of Joann Rowlands as floater: B. Bogue MOVED to hire J. Rowlands as a
              floater for the town at the rate of $12.50 per hour. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

8.            TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  J. Luiz stated that a school roof 
               committee meeting will be held on Thursday, March 21, 2013 to review schematic 
               designs and to examine different roof materials. J. Luiz has 
               been meeting with the Rec Director and Commission regarding new programs that 
               are being offered, as well as incorporating EASTCONN into the basketball 
               program and the parameters for considering an increase in the Rec Director’s 
               hours. J. Luiz told the BOS that the purchase of the development rights 
               for Ron Szegda’s property should be finalized next week. J. Luiz spoke 
               about a grant opportunity from the Northeast Communities Against Substance 
              Abuse (NECASA) regarding Suicide Prevention Training. He explained that he 
              has reached out to Andover, Hebron, Marlborough Youth Services (AHM) to get 
              assistance obtaining this grant. J. Luiz stated that he met Ingrid Wood and that she 
              informed him that the Historic Society has money that has been set aside 
              for the West Street Cemetery and would like to issue a check for this to the 
              caretaker of that cemetery. He told the BOS that the Historic Society would also 
              like to offer the town funding for repairs, etc at the Old Yard Cemetery. J. Luiz 
              explained that the Historical Society has a plethora of post cards with pictures of 
              different landmarks, scenic views, etc. in Columbia that they may donate to the 
              town. J. Luiz told the BOS that Bob Ulkus informed him that Walt Tabor has 
              offered to donate approximately sixty apple trees to the Szegda Community 
              Garden. He stated that he and George Murphy are looking into what it would take 
              to property transplant, plant, grow, maintain, etc. the trees. Lastly, J. Luiz stated 
              that after in depth research, it has been discovered that the repair and replacement 
              of the Baker Hill Road Bridge is the town of Columbia’s sole responsibility.
                          
  
9.            CORRESPONDENCE
9.1          Letter from J. Luiz to Leanne Rand
9.2          Excerpt from The Chronicle
9.3          Letter from BOS and FiPAC to BOE
9.4          2013 Girl Scout Week proclamation

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Transfers: None.  	. 

10.2	Refunds: R. Szegda MOVED to approve refunds totaling $3,281.86:

	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Nissan Infiniti LT
	Town of Columbia
	$178.76

	Kate Dixon and Daniel Wells III, ETAL
	Town of Columbia
	$3,058.91

	Michael Robertson Jr
	Town of Columbia
	$1.24

	Lynne and Elliot Kravitt
	Town of Columbia
	$42.95


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10.3	FY 13-14 Budget Update:  J. Luiz stated that he received notification from Francine Coss stating that the BOE budget request has dropped by approximately $100,000 due to a change in health insurance. 
  
11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills totaling $64,697.50. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: B. O’Brien stated that he is very troubled 
                 by comments the BOE Chair made at the FiPAC meeting of March 13, 2013 and 
                 comments that were attributed to her in The Chonicle.  B. O’Brien explained that 
                 he has grown up in this town and has raised a family in this town, including a 
                 daughter who attends Porter School. He is deeply offended that the BOE Chair 
                 would suggest that the town has “cheated” Columbia children by taking 
                 from the school system.  He stated that he finds that comments made by the BOE 
                 chair to be wrong and reckless. The other Selectmen agreed with B. O’Brien’s 
                 comments. C. Vance thanked him.
                 
                                .
13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). C. Vance MOVED to enter Executive Session at 8:17 p.m. with J. Luiz and A. Dunnack present to discuss pending real estate and pending litigation.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. Executive Session ended at 8:45 pm.

	R. Szegda MOVED to add the following item to the agenda under New Business: “Purchase and Sale Agreement concerning 69.8 acres of land identified on the Columbia Tax Assessor’s Map 28, Lot 18A.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5.	NEW BUSINESS (CONTINUED):
5.7	Purchase and Sale Agreement concerning 69.8 acres of land identified on the Columbia Tax Assessor’s Map 28, Lot 18A: R. Szegda MOVED that First Selectman C. Vance be authorized to sign the Purchase and Sale Agreement between the Town and the owners of the property totaling 69.8 acres of land identified on the Columbia Tax Assessor’s Map 28, Lot 18A. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: B. Bogue MOVED to adjourn at 8:46 p.m. and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next Regular Meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, April 2, 2013.

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
