REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, March 4, 2014 – 7 pm

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
332 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance, Selectman William O’Brien, Selectman Robert Hellstrom, Selectman Robert Bogue, and Selectman Steven Everett.

Also Present:  Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz, Finance Director Beverly Ciurylo, Facilities Manager Bud Meyers, State Senator Cathy Osten, Nikki Keldsen, Ann Dunnack and others.

CALL TO ORDER:  S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. MINUTES: 2/25/14 Special BOS Meeting Minutes: R. Bogue MOVED to accept the BOS Special Meeting Minutes of 2/25/14 as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 3/1/14 Special BOS Meeting Minutes: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the 3/1/14 Special BOS Meeting Minutes with the following amendment: The Special Meeting of the BOS adjourned at 10:24 am, not 10:40 am. MOTON CARRIED 5:0.
				
3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Special visit from State Senator Cathy Osten.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1 Connecticut Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program:  S. Everett MOVED to authorize the First Selectman to sign the cooperation agreement between the Town of Coventry and the Town of Columbia as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

C. Vance MOVED to add the following items to the agenda: Item 5.2, entitled “Financial Advisor Agreement with Webster Bank” and item 7.7, entitled “Temporary Hire of James Blair as Transfer Station Attendant.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1 Recommendations from Recreation Commission concerning programs at Beach:
Ann Dunnack and Nikki Keldsen presented four recommendations concerning programs at the 	Columbia Lake beach.  The recommendations deal with businesses at the beach, lifejackets at the beach, kayak rentals at the beach, and beach pass fees. N. Keldsen explained that the Rec Commission requests that the town allow the Discovery Zone Learning Center (DZLC) to bring 25-30 children to the Lake, two times per week up to four hours a day at a cost of $1,800 for the summer. N. Keldsen elaborated on how the cost was derived. R. Hellstrom asked if the DZLC would have access to the Lake only at certain times and days. N. Keldsen said yes. S. Everett stated he was not sure how Columbia families may feel that are going to the beach to relax with an additional 25-30 kids there. C. Vance would like to see the Rec Commission discuss more broadly the concept of businesses getting access to the beach. Discussion followed. The Rec Commission will discuss this issue further and make a recommendation to the BOS in the near future. 

A Dunnack stated that the current rules at the town beach do not allow the use of lifejackets for safety reasons. She explained that the American Red Cross is now showing lifejackets as part of a myriad of ways to prevent drowning. W. O’Brien asked A. Dunnack for a recommendation on the matter. A. Dunnack is not sure whether the town should allow the lifejackets on swimmers at the Beach because of longstanding safety concerns connected to lifejackets on swimmers. J. Luiz and A. Dunnack will gather more information on this issue with the help of the American Red Cross.  W. O’Brien would also like to hear feedback from the Town Attorney on the matter. The BOS concurred.  

N. Keldsen stated that the Rec Commission would like to use funds available from the generous donation of the late David Bell for the purpose of launching a kayak rental program at the Beach. She stated that the Bell money would be used to purchase kayaks, paddles and lifejackets. Discussion regarding the proposed program took place among members the BOS. S. Everett MOVED to approve the proposed kayak program with the stipulation that the rental paperwork be approved by the town attorney. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

N. Keldsen reviewed proposed beach pass fee changes with the BOS. She discussed the concept of “transferrable guest passes.”  Specifically, she explained that resident pass holders would be able to purchase transferrable season guest passes for their resident or non-resident guests at a cost of $30 per person, with a maximum of four per household. Guests of the transferable season guest passes would have to be accompanied by the adult sponsoring season pass holder at all times. Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED to deny the proposed fee structure. She stated that she feels there may be too many loop-holes at this time and would like to see the nanny pass remain. W. O’Brien stated he liked the idea of the transferable passes. W. O’Brien, R. Hellstrom and R. Bogue were opposed. MOTION FAILED 2:3:0. With C. Vance and S. Everett voting in favor, and W. O’Brien, R. Hellstrom and R. Bogue voting against.   R. Bogue MOVED to accept the proposed fee schedule contingent upon the children always being in the presence of an adult. MOTION CARRIED 3:2:0 with R. Bogue, W. O’Brien and R. Hellstrom in favor and C. Vance and S. Everett opposed. 

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: (continued)

Senator Cathy Osten arrived at 7:15 pm and spoke to the BOS about her activities at the State Legislature.  She spoke briefly about the “mental mental” bill at the Legislature.  Senator Osten said that she is willing to answer any questions and address any concerns that Columbia has.  She said that she is willing to help with the proposed library project. Discussion followed. The BOS thanked Senator Osten for her time. 

5.2	Financial Advisor Agreement with Webster Bank: W. O’Brien MOVED to authorize C. Vance to enter into the Financial Advisor Agreement with Webster Bank as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1 Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake by the Town:  Facility Manager Bud Meyers provided a brief overview of the proposed activity.  C. Vance MOVED to APPROVE the application by the Town of Columbia for removing the concrete/steel dock at 2 Beach Road contingent upon the conditions set forth by the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC). MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
6.2 Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake by B. Herpst:  C. Vance MOVED to DENY the application by Bernard and Carol Herpst for a 44’ x 4’ dock at 155 Route 87. S. Everett said that he does not think there are safety concerns that warrant the approval of an oversized dock. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.  

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1 Appointment of Carol Wiggins (U) to the Youth Services Committee: W. O’Brien MOVED to APPOINT Carol Wiggins (U) to the Youth Services Committee. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.2 Resignation of Democratic Registrar of Voters Paul Ramsey 
7.3 Appointment of Walt Tabor (U) to the Conservation & Agriculture Commission:  R. Hellstrom MOVED to APPOINT Walt Tabor (U) to the Conservation & Agriculture Commission.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.4 Appointment of Chris Tolsdorf (R) to the Conservation & Ag. Commission:  C. Vance MOVED to APPOINT Chris Tolsdorf (R) to the Conservation & Ag. Commission. MOTION CARRIED 5:0:0.  
7.5 Resignation of R. Szegda (D) from the Youth Services Committee and the Brand Bequest Committee
7.6 Appointment of Catherine Rowe (D) and Marjorie Golden-Mossberg (D) to the Commission on Aging:  C. Vance MOVED to APPOINT Catherine Rowe (D) and Marjorie Golden-Mossberg (D) to the Commission on Aging.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
7.7 Temporary Hire of James Blair as Transfer Station Attendant: C. Vance MOVED to hire J. Blair on a temporary basis, for up to but no more than three months. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz summarized a conversation he had regarding potential Open Space opportunities. J. Luiz stated that he met with Joel Rosenberg to work on a five year agreement between AHM and the town. J. Luiz provided some news about the Windham Region Transit District. 
 
9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 OPM Re-designated Planning Regions
9.2 CIRMA Annual Report 2012-2013

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Transfers: None.
10.2	Refunds: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following refunds as presented: 	
	
	AMOUNT
	TO 
	FROM

	$ 176.34
	Craig Gates c/o Gates Nissan
	Town of Columbia

	$ 1,534.20
	Corelogic Real Estate
	Town of Columbia

	$108.47
	Marjorie Grant
	Town of Columbia

	$3,254.25
	Corelogic Real Estate
	Town of Columbia

	$2,118.86
	William Bisese
	Town of Columbia

	$10.00
	Lenore or Robert Vyskocil
	Town of Columbia


	
MOTION CARRIED 5:0.	
	 
10.3	FY 13-14 Town Attorney Expenses: The BOS reviewed current expenditures for FY 13-14 legal services.  
10.4	FY 14-15 Budget: J. Luiz reviewed the proposed FY ‘14-‘15 BOS budget. He spoke of a few adjustments that had been made since it was last presented to the BOS. J. Luiz stated that currently the proposed BOE operating budget increase is at 5.88% and the proposed BOS operating budget increase is 5.52%.  Discussion followed about the mill rate, revenues and calling of bonds. R. Hellstrom MOVED to accept the BOS FY ‘14-‘15 Operating Budget as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS:  C. Vance MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $54,315.81. MOTION CARRIED 5:0

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien stated that he would like to see “AHM” placed on the next BOS agenda for the purpose of discussing a five year agreement between the town and AHM. He would also like to hear more about the meeting that took place between Joel Rosenberg and J. Luiz regarding the agreement. J. Luiz stated that he will place the tentative agreement on the next BOS agenda.
13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
13.1	Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(A) C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session at 8:50 pm for the purpose of discussing pending litigation. Executive Session ended at 8:58 pm.
 
14.	ADJOURNMENT:  C. Vance MOVED to ADJOURN at 8:59 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting of the BOS is Tuesday, March 18, 2014 at 7 p.m.  

	Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
