REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, March 5, 2013, 7 pm

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present:  First Selectman Carmen Vance, Selectman Richard Szegda, Selectman Rob Hellstrom, Selectman Robert Bogue, Selectman William O’Brien 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz, Recording Secretary Linda McDonald, and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES: 2/26/13 Special Meeting: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the special meeting minutes of 2/26/13. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.  R. Szegda MOVED to add “Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 2/19/13” to the agenda under the “minutes” section. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0. R. Szegda MOVED to APPROVE the regular meeting minutes of 2/19/13.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1	Possible update to Ordinance 1-3: C. Vance MOVED to TABLE the discussion on a possible update to Ordinance 1-3.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.  W. O’Brien entered the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

5.  NEW BUSINESS
  5.1          No-Freeze Zone: J. Luiz informed the BOS that the Windham Area No Freeze 
                Hospitality Center’s Leigh Duffy said that, at this time, Yeomans Hall is not  
                needed as a backup to the Willimantic no-freeze facility.  

5.2         State of Connecticut Transportation Enhancement Program:  J. Luiz reported that 
               there is approximately $800,000 in grant monies available from the State for local 
               transportation enhancement projects in the WinCOG region.  One of two projects 
               prioritized by WinCOG is the Columbia/Coventry trail enhancements along the  
               Hop River.  The municipalities must make a 20% contribution to the project.  This  
               could be in the form of in-kind services. R. Szegda MOVED to authorize WinCOG 
               to submit a grant application to the State of Connecticut for trail enhancements in 
               Columbia along the Hop River Trail. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

6.            COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: 
6.1          Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by B. Pagani: The  
                Lake Management Advisory Committee has not yet submitted a report on this 
                project for review by the BOS.  C. Vance MOVED to TABLE this item to the next 
                regular meeting.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

6. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 
7.1         Resignation of Gail Rosano from the Commission on Aging
7.2         Resignation of Charles McKenzie from the Commission on Aging
7.3         Hire of Martha Fraenkel as Zoning Enforcement Officer: R. Hellstrom MOVED to  
               hire Martha Fraenkel as Zoning Enforcement Officer for the Town of Columbia.                  
               MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

7.4         Appointment to the Youth Services Committee:  R. Szegda MOVED to APPOINT            
               Caitlyn Rogers to the Youth Services Committee.  Discussion followed.  The State  
               has a requirement for the committee to have a youth member as well as having 
               the State Trooper on the committee.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

8.             TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  J. Luiz reported that the school roof project is 
                 underway and that he and the Replacement Committee met with the architect.  
                 He has been meeting with Ann Dunnack regarding recreation.  Eric Trott and 
                 Phillip Chester interviewed the ZEO candidates.  J. Luiz met with FEMA regarding 
                 estimated reimbursement costs from the recent snow storm.  Pistol permit  
                 activity has increased dramatically.
  
9.            CORRESPONDENCE
9.1          Letter from F. Coss to Parents of Porter Students
9.2          Letter from C. Vance to B. Mahoney
9.3          Letter from G. Murphy to J. Luiz

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Transfers:   No transfers.	. 

10.2	Refunds: R. Szegda MOVED to APPROVE the following refunds totaling $238.37:

	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Maryellen Kania
	Town of Columbia
	$44.00

	Anthony Pacileo
	Town of Columbia
	$26.51

	Anthony Pacileo
	Town of Columbia
	$71.64 

	Wile Motors
	Town of Columbia
	$38.03

	Wile Motors 
	Town of Columbia
	$46.12

	Forrest Shirghio
	Town of Columbia
	$12.07



MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

10.3	FY 13-14 Budget Update: (7:52 p.m.):  J. Luiz reported there are no major               
                  changes since the last budget draft was presented and modified by the BOS 
                  except for capital expenses.  The Board of Education (BOE) budget shows a 3.3% 
                  increase, but is subject to change.    BOS members reviewed the revised capital 
                  budget plan, which now contains no new appropriations for the school roof 
                  replacement project. In an effort to lower the mill rate, C. Vance and J. Luiz 
                  proposed funding two new bridge projects over three rather than two years. 
                  Discussion followed.   W. O’Brien requested that J. Luiz to obtain documentation 
                  from Lebanon that the bridge repairs on the bridge over Baker Hill Road are 
                  entirely the financial responsibility of Columbia.  Consensus was reached to fund 
                  over three year period the rehabilitation of the Bridge on Hop River Road and 
                  the rehabilitation of the Bridge on Baker Hill Road. With respect the Bridge on         
                  Baker Hill Road, that project should be funded at 50% of the total cost unless 
                  Lebanon can provide proof that Columbia is obligated to fund the project at 
                  100% of the total cost. The proposed mill rate increase is now 7.27 %. J. Luiz 
                  distributed the salary survey which will be presented to FiPAC.   He thanked                  
                  Finance Director Bev Ciurylo for her dedicated work on the budget. C. Vance  
                  MOVED to APPROVE the budget with the few changes made at this meeting so  
                  it can be presented to FiPAC on March 13, 2013, with the understanding that          
                  there may be a few salary modifications. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
                  The Board thanked J. Luiz and Finance Director B. Ciurylo for their hard work on 
                  the budget.
  
11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: C. Vance MOVED to APPROVE the payment of 
                    regular bills totaling $31,492.43. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A).  C. Vance MOVED to enter Executive Session at 7:25 p.m. with J. Luiz and A. Dunnack present to discuss pending real estate.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. A. Dunnack left at 7:35 and BOS continued in discuss in Executive Session on the subject of Personnel. Executive Session ended at 7:50 p.m.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: B. Bogue MOVED to adjourn at 8:12 p.m. and the MOTION 
                    CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next Regular Meeting of the BOS is scheduled for  
                    Tuesday, March 19, 2013.

	

Respectfully Submitted by Linda H. McDonald
