



REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN


Tuesday, March 17, 2015, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Deputy Selectman Steven Everett; William O’Brien; Robert Hellstrom; Robert Bogue.

Also Present: Interim Town Administrator Mark Paquette and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. MINUTES: BOS 3/3/15 Regular Meeting: C. Vance MOVED to approve the BOS minutes of the March 17, 2015 meeting. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS:
4.1	Usage of Space – Columbia Historical Society: C. Vance stated that she, M. Paquette and S. Everett toured the school to observe possible space to utilize for the Historical Society. Discussion ensued about using the Chapel and/or the Meeting for this purpose. W. O’Brien indicated that he thinks the Meeting Place is the best place for the Town Historian and Historical Society. S. Everett stated that he is not in favor of the Historical Society utilizing the Meeting Place. M. Paquette stated that there are no restrooms or insulation in the Chapel which would be costly to install. C. Vance stated that the town has a covenant with the church on how the Chapel is to be utilized. Discussion followed. Ann Dunnack asked if the bathrooms in Town Hall could be utilized. C. Vance stated that Town Hall bathrooms are used when there are events but are not available at all times. C. Vance stated that she feels that the Meeting Place is the best facility for the Historical Society and the Town Historian to use as a museum. Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED to allow the Historical Society to work with the Town Historian to utilize the Meeting Place as a permanent place for their artifacts and for a museum. R. Bogue stated he is not in favor of the fact that other town groups will be able to use it. C. Vance stated Senior Center and Library would be available. Millie Ramsey stated that the Chapel space is too small to store records and that there is no climate control, and it just too small to serve as a museum. MOTION CARRIED 4:1:0 with S. Everett opposing. 

3. 
4. 
5. NEW BUSINESS: None.

6.	COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	Letter from Mark Coleman (LMAC) re: status of lake water level: The BOS reviewed the letter from M. Coleman. The letter stated his concern of low water levels for the upcoming summer season due to the extraordinary winter we have experienced. Discussion followed. 
6.2	Dam Emergency Operation Plan (EOP): This ITEM has been TABLED.

7.	APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:
7.1	Appointment of Town Administrator: This item will be discussed in executive session.      

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: Please see attached. 

9.	CORRESPONDENCE
9.1	General Assembly – Raised Bill No. 1051
9.2	DSET Docket No. 13-01: Tolland County Mutual Aid Fire Service

10.        BUDGET
10.1	Transfers: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfers:  
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #, DESCRIPTION

	$24
	10-4550-750, Zoning Appeals, Conf./Seminars
	10-4550-550, Misc. Svcs/Charges

	$1,284
	10-4410-240, DPW Fuel
	10-4115-240, Old CVFD Fuel


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
10.2	Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to approve the following refunds:
	AMOUNT
	FROM
	TO

	$64.76
	Town of Columbia
	Sharon Vannier

	$9
	Town of Columbia
	Core Logic Tax Services

	$3.39
	Town of Columbia
	Kelly Sanborn


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS:  C. Vance MOVED to approve the total payment of bills in the amount of $420,401.41. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien inquired about the hire of a permanent Fire Marshall. C. Vance stated that there are salary details that are being discussed at this time and some other homework. She said she would have that done by the next meeting. 

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into executive session at 7:46 pm with M. Paquette present. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. C. Vance MOVED to exit executive session at 8:12 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

	C. Vance MOVED to hire Natasha R. Nau as the Town Administrator for Columbia and authorize C. Vance to enter into an employment agreement with Ms. Nau. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:13 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, April 7, 2015 at 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
