REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, April 2, 2013, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Selectman Richard Szegda; Selectman Bill O’Brien; Selectman Bob Bogue.

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES: 3/16/13 Special Meeting; 3/19/13 Regular Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the special BOS meeting minutes of 3/16/13. MOTION CARRIED 3:0:2 with C. Vance and B. Bogue abstaining. C. Vance MOVED to approve the regular BOS meeting minutes of 3/19/13. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.     . 

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1 Updates to Ordinance 1-3 and Ordinance 7-6: J. Luiz said that the updates made to Ordinance 1-3 and Ordinance 7-6 may need to be discussed at a Public Hearing and then published in a local newspaper per the Town Charter. The BOS reviewed the Charter and a state statute. The BOS reached consensus to move forward and make the updates to the ordinances effective immediately because the BOS has the authority under the Charter to amend ordinances. The BOS would send to public hearing or Town Meeting ordinance proposals that would be significant.

4.2 Columbia Business of the Year nomination: The BOS discussed local businesses that would be good nominees for Columbia’s annual “Business of the Year.” The winner will be recognized at an Awards Recognition Dinner hosted by the Windham Region Chamber of Commerce on May 2, 2013 at 5:30 pm at the Willimantic Elks Club. R. Szegda MOVED to nominate Rose Brothers Garage as Columbia’s Annual “Business of the Year.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5. NEW BUSINESS: None.

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1 Appointment of Paul W. Ramsey as citation hearing officer: J. Luiz explained that Art Ogden has exercised the right to appeal zoning citations and that a citation officer will be needed for this appeal process. The BOS all feel that P. Ramsey is a good candidate for the hearing officer appointment. A. Ogden asked J. Luiz about P. Ramsey’s background in Planning and Zoning.  J. Luiz declined. A. Ogden asked if P. Ramsey has ever served as a citation hearing officer in Columbia. J. Luiz answered no. A. Ogden asked how many citations have been given out in town. J. Luiz and C. Vance stated that they believe this is the first citation appeal that has been exercised since they have worked for the town. R. Szegda expressed that he feels it is time for this matter to be resolved and feels that P. Ramsey is an intelligent individual and will serve as a fair and neutral hearing officer. Discussion followed. C. Vance asked A. Ogden has any objections to P. Ramsey serving as citation hearing officer. A. Ogden stated that he has no objections with P. Ramsey serving as a citation hearing officer. A. Ogden told the BOS that he has spent a lot of money on this lawsuit and the only thing he can do now is sell his business and move out of town. C. Vance MOVED to appoint P. Ramsey as citation hearing officer. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.  

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz stated that he is working with the Finance Director to help ensure that items requested by FiPAC are completed. J. Luiz said that B. Bogue will review a Request for Proposal (RFP) for an insurance broker for the town and BOE. J. Luiz a had meeting with Bob Ulkus, Walt Tabor and the Public Works Director regarding the apple trees that will be planted on the Szegda Farm Property. He explained that approximately 20 trees will be donated to the town from W. Tabor. J. Luiz stated that the Senior Center has purchased some storage cabinets from Vera Englert for the Center’s storage room upstairs.  R. Szegda commented on a grant opportunity that the town will pursue with the Department of Children and Families. R. Szegda said that approximately $10,000 in grant money would be split between a few different juvenile review boards. He stated that Joel Rosenberg, Andover Hebron and Marlborough Youth Services (AHM) Director, would like to have kids that have been identified as “being at risk for getting in trouble” help out by working at the Beckish Senior Center. Discussion followed. J. Luiz stated that the purchase of the Kassman property’s development rights is in progress. J. Luiz told the BOS that Martha Fraenkel, ZEO has begun work. J. Luiz clarified comments he made at the previous BOS meeting on the subject of the Historical Society.  Specifically, he said that the Historical Society is exploring the possibility of giving funds to the town with the understanding that such funds would be used to maintain the Old Yard Cemetery next to St. Columbia Church.  Lastly, J. Luiz stated that the lake water level is rising and that it is currently higher than it was last year at this time.  

9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 Letter from C. Vance to A. DeSimone
9.2 Letter from St. Columba to Town of Columbia
9.3 Letter from J. Luiz re Garrett Lee Smith Suicide Prevention Initiative Mini-Grant
9.4 Letter from K. Foley to C. Vance

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Transfers:  C. Vance MOVED to approve the following transfer:
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C#, DESCRIPTION

	$500.00
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4116-230, Electricity


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

	B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfer:
		AMOUNT
	FROM A/C#, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C#, DESCRIPTON

	$200.00
	10-4540-110, Postage
	10-4540-720, Prof. Dues


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
	
10.2	Refunds: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following refunds:
	
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Edmund Fahey
	Town of Columbia
	$68.67

	Edmund Fahey
	Town of Columbia
	$23.09


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.



10.3	FY 13-14 Budget: No discussion.

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $30,520.31. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session at  7:46 pm to discuss real estate with J. Luiz and Ann Dunnack present. Executive Session ended at 8:08 pm.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: B. Bogue MOVED to ADJOURN at 8:09 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next BOS meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 16, 2013 at 7:00 pm. 

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona













