



REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMAN
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 – 7 pm.

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectmen Richard Szegda, Bill O’Brien, Rob Hellstrom, Bob Bogue.

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:   5/1/12 Regular Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the 5/1/12 minutes. MOTION CARRIED 4:1:0 with B. Bogue abstaining. 

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Vera Englert of 33 Sleepy Hollow Road expressed concern regarding the Youth Services Survey and stated that she does not feel the outcome of the survey can be reliable because there is no way to be sure that people are not taking it more than once. R. Szegda explained that the reason behind the survey is to identify areas of need in order to get the appropriate services in town. He explained that if it was mandatory to include individuals names on the surveys to avoid duplication it may result in people opting to not participate in the survey to keep personal information private.  R. Szegda agreed that there might be a couple of duplicate results but feels that will be very minimal because of the wide variety of individuals, groups, etc. that have been asked to participate in the survey (ex. Parents with students attending Porter School, Lions Club, church organizations, Friends of the Library, Columbia Volunteer Fire Department).  Discussion followed. Pamela Missal of 2 Bears Den Way expressed the same concern as Ms. Englert. P. Missal submitted a letter to the BOS for the record. (included at the end of minutes) She stated that she feels there are portions of the survey that are very vague and also feels that there appears to be a duplication of services mentioned on the survey. P. Missal feels that there are many other services offered through public schools, private organizations, etc. R. Szegda explained that the survey was put together by professionals from the Department of Children and Families, Juvenile Review Board members, etc. and is designed to focus specifically on what services are needed. He explained that organizations such as the Access Agency, NECASA, United Services, etc do not provide services as defined by statute for individuals here in town and that in North East Connecticut there is a lack of youth services. P. Missal stated she disagrees. C. Vance stated that all the professionals on the Youth Services Committee are professionals in their fields such as DCF, etc. but they are not professionals in putting together a survey. C. Vance explained that creating a valid and reliable survey is a completely different thing in itself.  R. Szegda stated that input was received from the Connecticut Youth Services Association pertaining to comprising the survey.  Discussion followed. B. Bogue stated that he believes the survey will result in positive feedback regarding the need for youth services so doesn’t feel duplications will make a difference either way. He expressed that a committee is put together to get a particular goal accomplished and that everyone on the Youth Services Committee is geared to bring fruition to youth services. R. Szegda explained that there is a variety of individuals on the committee in order to get a cross section of members, and that he would like to have someone affiliated with the church on the committee as well. Lisa Napolitano of 7 Hunt Road feels that the Youth Services Committee is a great committee and wants what is best for individuals in town, but stated that when she took the survey she didn’t feel there was any type of substance to it. She explained that children need to feel valued and thinks mentoring programs are a good idea in addition to the services mentioned in the survey. L. Napolitano explained that she didn’t feel the survey targeted anything for those children who may choose to go into different fields such as becoming a tradesman, carpenter, etc. She stated that college is not for all kids and feels that it is important to speak with the children and allow them to try a variety of different things until they find what is right for them. R. Szegda agreed and stated that a good youth services program will meet the needs of those children. Discussion followed. R. Szegda stated that the Youth Services Committee will review the results of the survey at the meeting on Monday, May21, 2012 at 5:30 pm and encouraged V. Englert, P. Missal, L. Napolitano and anyone else that would like to attend to please do so. P. Missal requested that question #8 of the Youth Services Survey be read into the record. C. Vance read question number #8 into the record that states, “Should the Town of Columbia provide a service that reaches out to families and/or youth who are struggling with social, economic, or juvenile justice issues?” P. Missal stated that she feels that this question is extremely vague. R. Hellstrom stated that he was not particularly a fan of the survey either, but the fact that citizens are present and providing feedback proves that it is doing something. C. Vance suggested that individuals attend the Youth Services Committee meeting on Monday, May 21, 2012 at 5:30 pm to express these concerns. 

V. Englert asked the BOS take an involved stance regarding what is currently taking place in the Building Department. 

3. OLD BUSINESS
3.1 Employee Health Insurance Provider Update: C. Vance stated that Superintendent Francine Coss will be discussing the Employee Health Insurance with the Teacher’s Union, and there will be more discussion on this subject at the  next BOS meeting. J. Luiz reviewed the comparison of the proposed state medical plan with the current employee medical plan with the BOS. J. Luiz explained that the list of physicians came in today. Discussion followed. C. Vance requested J. Luiz make copies of the comparison document that was given to the BOE and distribute to the BOS. 
4. NEW BUSINESS
4.1 Everbridge sign-ups: J. Luiz spoke to the BOS about a town wide mailer pertaining to Everbridge Emergency Notification System. He stated that the mailer will announce a contest consisting of a chance to win a $200 gas card for individuals that sign up for Everbridge by July 1, 2012. The BOS agreed that this is a good idea and that it is important to encourage individuals to sign up to receive Everbridge notifications. (members of the BOS are not eligible to win the $200 gas card)
4.2 Route 6 Transportation Study: C. Vance stated that there will be two final meetings to review the final study recommendations for the Route 6 Hop River Corridor Transportation Study and encouraged the BOS to attend at least one of them. She stated that the meetings will be held on Thursday, June 7, 2012 at 7 pm at the Beckish Senior Center and on Tuesday, June 12, 2012 at 7 pm at the Andover Town Hall. 
4.3 Amendment to the FOI Act: J. Luiz explained that the State Legislature recently amended the Freedom of Information Act so that certain individuals have the right to have their names and addresses removed from certain municipal records. These individuals consist of federal court judges, sworn member of a municipal police department, employees of the Department of Corrections, firefighters, employees of the Department of Children and Families, certain Attorneys among others.  J. Luiz explained that the requests will be provided to the appropriate departments so they can remove the data and then filed in the Town Administrator’s Office. 
4.4 Annual Steeple Chase Bike Tour Fund Raiser: B. O’Brien MOVED to approve the Annual Steeple Chase Bike Tour to travel through Columbia. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 		

4.5 Section 125 Plan / Cafeteria Plan: J. Luiz explained that this Plan essentially allows employees to have money deducted from their paychecks (before taxes) to be applied toward medical expenses. B. O’Brien MOVED that the BOS authorize the First Selectman to sign the required documents to continue the Section 125 Plan / Cafeteria Plan. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	Memo from Mark Coleman about Temporary Moorings: C. Vance MOVED that the BOS establish a temporary mooring permit subject to discussion with the Lake Management Advisory Committee Chairman. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
	
6. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
6.1 Hiring of George Lewandowski, Thomas Griffith, Pete Dunnack and Steve Postemsky, Nicholas Wrana and Bob Belling as Marine Patrollers: C. Vance MOVED to hire the following individuals as Marine Patrol Officers for the 2012 season, effective immediately:  George Lewandowski, Thomas Griffith, Pete Dunnack, Steve Postemsky, Nicholas Wrana, Bob Belling. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
6.2 Appointment of Lifeguards: R. Szegda MOVED to hire the following individuals as lifeguards for the 2012 season: James Baver, Spencer Boonstra, Gregory Bright, Greg Husta, Michael Mohammed. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

7. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz stated that he has been working a lot with the proposed health insurance change and has been keeping very open communication with the union rep as well as the union stewards. J. Luiz stated that he and the Rec Director have completed the interview for the Assistant to the Rec Director. J. Luiz stated that the town has sold a mower deck for $200 and the refrigerator and freezer at the Senior Center for $300. J. Luiz informed the BOS that he is working with the ZEO regarding issues pertaining to an application that must go through PZC for a permit versus obtaining a building permit alone.  J. Luiz stated that the new building officials are on track and things are going smoothly. J. Luiz said he attended the Lake Management Advisory Committee meeting and presented a draft report for dam repairs. He stated that there was a lot of constructive criticism on this topic. J. Luiz explained that he has worked with the Library on creating its own page on the website to provide updates regarding the proposed Library Expansion Project. J. Luiz is working with Ann Dunnack and the Town Planner regarding an opportunity for Open Space to apply for a grant to purchase property. J. Luiz is working with CIRMA regarding property insurance on town buildings. He stated that the town is pursuing the insurance claim regarding the recent accident at the Library. 
8. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1	Memorial Day Celebration to be held 5/28/12, 9 am on the Town Green: Also on Memorial Day there will be a dedication of the Observation Post that used to sit on Robinson Hill during WWII. That will take place at 1:30 pm near the Hebron Town Hall.  
9.2	Email correspondence between J. Luiz and J. Perry
9.3	Business workshop invitation set for May 17th
9.4	Connecticut Siting Council transcript of testimony at the April 24, 2012 hearing
9.5	Letter from W. Hackett to C.Vance about reimbursement for October storm
9.6	Dedication of the Hebron/Columbia Civilian Aircraft Observation Post & WWII Memorial

9. BUDGET:
9.1 Refunds: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following refund:
	AMOUNT
	TO 
	FROM

	$15.53
	Kristen Morgan
	Town of Columbia


MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
9.2 Transfers: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following transfer:
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$250 
	10-4260-240, Electricity
	10-4260-120, Telephone/Communications


MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following transfers:
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$499
	10-4410-240, Fuel
	10-4410-610, Bldgs., Maint.

	$499
	10-4410-011, Salaries/Overtime
	10-4410-610, Bldgs., Maint.


MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

	10.3	Suspense List: C. Vance MOVED to approve the Suspense List as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $22,187.34. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A);  C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session with J. Luiz and V. Englert present at 8:09 pm. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. V. Englert exited Executive Session at 8:25 pm. Executive Session ended at 8:40 pm. 

	C. Vance MOVED to add item 6.3 to the agenda, entitled: “Hire of Assistant to the Rec Director. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

6.	APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS (continued)
6.3	Hire of Assistant to the Rec Director: C. Vance MOVED to hire Jill Swensen as Assistant to the Rec Director to work 19.75 hours per week at a rate of $12.75 per hour. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:43 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5, 2012 at 7:00 pm.

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
