REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, June 4, 2013, 7 pm

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectman Richard Szegda; Selectman William O’Brien; Selectman Rob Hellstrom; Selectman Bob Bogue.

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. MINUTES: 5/21/13 Regular Meeting Minutes; B. Bogue MOVED to approve the 5/21/13 Regular Meeting Minutes. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with C/ Vance abstaining. 

R. Szegda MOVED to add to the following item to the agenda under “Minutes:” 5/7/13 Regular Meeting Minutes.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0.  R. Szegda MOVED  the following amendment to the Regular Meeting Minutes of 5/7/13:
- Item 5.1, line 6 states, “Stripe.com is very transparent with a flat rate of 2.93% and an additional .30 cents per transaction.” It should state the following, “Stripe.com is very transparent with a flat rate of 3% and additional 35 cents per transaction. These charges are applied in consideration of the bank fees which the Town bears to accept credit cards as a form of payment.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1	School Security Improvements: J. Luiz explained that the town allocated a considerable amount of funding in FY ’13-’14 for school security improvements. He stated that these monies become available on July 1, 2013 and that state grant funds are available to reimburse school district security expenditures on a competitive basis. J. Luiz that in order for the school district to be in a good position to receive this grant, a school facilities security audit must be done by a specific entity and an emergency management plan must be created by the local police force. He stated that he is working with the BOE to prepare for the audit and will work with the school to get an emergency management plan in place that satisfies the state grant requirements. 

4.2	School Roof Replacement: J. Luiz stated that the school roof replacement will not take place this summer due to state grant logistics. He explained that the grant application was submitted in April of 2013 because that was the earliest possible month that the town could submit the application in order to receive a full grant reimbursement on the project. J. Luiz stated that town must now participate in two separate meetings with the State Department of Education following the submission of the grant. J. Luiz explained that the earliest possible dates for these two meetings are in June and July, and once the two meetings are complete, the town can begin the process of advertising the project for bid which leaves the town with virtually no time to complete the project during the 2013 summer break. J. Luiz stated that the town is in an excellent position to bid the project in late winter / early spring of 2014. He explained that the current roof is in very stable condition excluding one significant leak that will be addressed this summer. J. Luiz stated that the BOE has adjusted the school calendar for the 2013-14 school year so the students will come back to school earlier than usual and get out earlier than usual.

4.3	Establishment of a sign for the Porter Track: C. Vance stated that she would like the sign for the track to be the same style as the signs that are on Town Hall and that are located on the roads marking Columbia town lines. R. Szegda concurred. W. O’Brien would like to get the BOE and school administration’s input on the design of the new sign as well. The BOS concurred. J. Luiz will  pursue the sign language with Superintendent Francine Coss, R. Szegda and W. O’Brien. Discussion followed.  

5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1	Personnel Recognition: J. Luiz explained that he and C. Vance feel it would be nice for the BOS to recognize those employees that have been employed with the town for a significant amount of time. The BOS concurred. Discussion followed. 

5.2	Addition to Town Meeting Agenda: C. Vance MOVED to add the following transfer to the June 18, 2013 Town Meeting agenda: Transfer of up to $20,000 from the BOS Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Operating Budget line item #10-4800-900 entitled “Contingency” to Capital Budget line item #20-6206-002  entitled “DPW Capital Improvement Buildings.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None.

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None.

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz stated that approximately 50% of rec activity registrations are being completed online. He stated that on August 7, 2013, the Lake Management Advisory Committee will hold a meeting to discuss dam improvements. J. Luiz explained that yoga will no longer be offered on Thursday evenings due to lack of participants, but that yoga classes will continue on Tuesday evenings. He stated that the town of Coventry is going out to bid again for the endorsement of community energy services that are currently provided by DirectEnergy.  J. Luiz explained that there has been concern regarding pedestrian safety on Erdoni Road and that he is working with George Murphy and John Valente on finding a possible solution to this safety concern. J. Luiz stated that an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) was purchased with part of the Brand bequest and the school is hesitant to allow the AED to be installed in the Porter gym. He is working on a solution with Paula Belekewicz. J. Luiz met with R. Szegda and Joel Rosenberg to discuss youths pairing up with resident seniors to assist them with yard work, etc and stated that this is a program in development. J. Luiz explained that WiNCOG has been meeting with officials from CRCOG, NECOG and SECOG to discuss possible merger of the COGS. Lastly, J. Luiz stated that Marine Patrol has been retrieving temporary buoys that were placed in the lake last year due to the low water level. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 Connecticut State Police Report
9.2	NECASA Report
9.3	Mil Rate with no state funding
9.4	Article from Environmental Leader dated 5/20/13 re: CT Mattress Recycling Law

10.	BUDGET
10.1	Transfers:  B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfers:
		AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #, DESCRIPTION

	$2,809
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4310-500, Prof/Tech

	$490
	10-4310-120, Telephone
	10-4310-500, Prof/Tech

	$70 
	10-4540-300, General Supplies
	10-4540-500, Prof/Tech


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

10.2	Refunds:  R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following refund:
	FROM
	TO
	AMOUNT

	Town of Columbia
	Spectrasite Communications
	$210.53


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

10.3	Approval of Suspense List: C. Vance MOVED to approve the 2013 Suspense List as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
10.4	FY 12-13 Budget: J. Luiz reviewed latest BOE expenditure report.  He stated that special ed revenues will likely be higher than what was budgeted and that ECS revenues will likely be lower than what was budgeted.  Overall, there is a net gain to the town.
10.5	FY 13-14 Budget: J. Luiz stated that the legislature’s adopted budget would be a net gain to the town. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $61,378.61. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session at 7:35 pm. with J. Luiz, Attorney Rich Roberts and Ernie Sharpe present. R. Roberts and E. Sharpe exited executive session at 8:22 pm. W. O’Brien exited executive session at 8:24 pm. and left for the evening. At 8:25 pm. Don Aitken entered executive session. At 9:15 pm. D. Aitken exited executive session. At 9:25 pm. the remaining members of the BOS and J. Luiz exited executive session.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 9:26 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at 7:00 pm.












