REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, July 3, 2012, 7 pm


Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT


MEMBERS PRESENT: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectmen Dick Szegda; Selectman Bob Bogue. 

ALSO PRESENT: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:  B. Bogue MOVED to approve the 6/19/12 BOS regular meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. C. Vance MOVED to approve the 6/25/12 BOS special meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. 

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1 Boundary issue at Utley Hill Preserve with surrounding Columbia Property: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the boundary lines found by surveyor Rob Hellstrom, and that the First Selectman be authorized to sign the Boundary Line Agreement as presented. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.
4.2 Recreation Waiver/Liability Release Form: J. Luiz stated that he spoke to the Town Attorney regarding the desire of the majority of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) to eliminate certain language from the Recreation Department’s Waiver/Liability release form. The Town Attorney said that in order to satisfy the  BOS’ desire the Recreation Department should completely remove the waiver/liability release form from the program registration process. Doing so would satisfy the BOS’ intent of significantly removing barriers for residents to sue the town. The attorney feels it is important to review this with CIRMA so that we do not violate any aspect of the insurance policy which could possibly leave us without insurance. Discussion followed. C. Vance does not feel that the Board of Selectmen should take action to change a document that the town’s insurance company provided in order to protect the town as an entity. She stated that the form does seem to be redundant, but does not feel that it should be substantively changed due to the concern of John Schroder and his wife. C. Vance pointed out that the Schroders had signed this same waiver last fall when it related to youth basketball. R. Szegda asked why the waiver was changed and pointed out that it is quite different from previous waivers that town has used.  J. Luiz explained that CIRMA (the town’s insurance carrier) suggested a waiver revision to the town. R. Szegda suggested that the town speak with CIRMA regarding the particular language on the waiver that calls for the townspeople to waive their right to sue the town when the town’s acts of negligence result in someone being hurt. R. Szegda stated that he would like to see the prohibitive language removed from the waiver because he does not feel this language has any impact on whether or not someone will file a lawsuit against the town. C. Vance suggested that the waiver may be designed to protect the town again frivolous lawsuits. J. Luiz and C. Vance will meet with the CIRMA representative to see what can be done about the language in the waiver.  

5. NEW BUSINESS
5.1	Main Street Investment Fund: J. Luiz explained that the State of Connecticut is currently accepting grant applications into September of 2012 from municipalities of not more than 30,000 in population to be used for “Main Street Investments.” J. Luiz explained that the grant award shall not exceed $500,000 and shall be used for improvements to property owned by the municipality, provided that the improvements are focused on improving commerce in the municipality. He respectfully suggested the BOS think of grant ideas with or without the help of members of town boards and commission and town staff as well. The BOS instructed J. Luiz to work with the Town Planner and with members of the PZC on this grant opportunity. 


6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: C. Vance acknowledged that the BOS received a seawall repair application from S. Herrington.  The application will be taken up at a future BOS Meeting.

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1 Hire of Transfer Station Attendant(s): R. Szegda MOVED to hire Roger Roberge Jr. as a Transfer Station Attendant at an hourly rate of $12.50 and to work approximately 8 hours per week on Saturdays, and on Wednesdays as needed. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. C. Vance MOVED to approve the Transfer Station Attendant job description as presented. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz explained that he is in the process of starting employee evaluations. J. Luiz stated that a lot of road work is taking place in town and that it is going smoothly. J. Luiz told the BOS that he has worked with the Public Works Director on putting together a book containing all the bridge reports in town and that this will be circulated to the BOS for their review. J. Luiz said that the Public Works Director put a lot of work into the report. Lastly, J. Luiz explained that  the Finance Department is working hard to close  out year-end matters  associated with the audit, budget, grants, etc. and that  those matters are coming along nicely. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: None.

10.	BUDGET:
10.1	Refunds: None.
10.2	Transfers: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfer: 
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$450
	10-4134-710, Prof. Improvements
	10-4134-130, Legal Notices


	MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

	R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following transfers:
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$11.75
	10-4112-500, Prof/Tech
	10-4112-770, Transportation

	$13.81
	10-4330-710, Prof. Improvements
	10-4330-770, Transportation

	$500
	10-4113-500, Prof/Tech
	10-4113-600, Rep/Maint

	$32.43
	10-4112-300, Gen. Supplies
	10-4112-720, Prof. Dues


	MOTION CARRIED 3:0.
	
11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the emergency payment of bills in the amount of $1,959.68. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. C. Vance MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $59,723.48. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION:
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED  to enter into Executive Session at 7:34 pm to discuss real estate. MOTION CARRIED 3:0. Executive Session ended at 7:48 pm.

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 7:48 pm. and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next BOS regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 17, 2012 at 7:00 pm. A special meeting of the BOS is tentatively scheduled to take place on Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 5 pm at the Town Hall for the purpose of entering into executive session to discuss real estate.


