REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, July 7, 2015 - 7 pm.
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Deputy Selectman Steven Everett; Selectman William O’Brien; Selectman Robert Hellstrom; Selectman William O’Brien.

Also Present: Town Administrator Natasha Nau; Dr. Richard Kortman; Dan Salazar, CCAT; numerous citizens.

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. MINUTES:  BOS Regular meeting minutes of 6/16/15: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the BOS regular meeting minutes of 6/16/15. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

4. OLD BUSINESS
4.1	Mono Pond – Presentation by Dr. Robert Kortman: R. Kortman explained that Mono Pond is infested primarily by an invasive weed known as “fanwort” and is concerned that Columbia Lake may become infested with the same invasive species in the future if the town is not cautious. He spoke to the Board about testing and monitoring of Mono Pond and Columbia Lake to check for Invasive Macrophytes. R. Kortman discussed approaches that could be considered to reduce the impacts of the Fanwort infestation. These include seasonal drawdown, benthic barriers, sterile herbivorous fish, various harvesting approaches, herbicides, etc. N. Nau asked how many herbivorous fish (carp) would be needed to control the aquatic weed growth. R. Kortman will look into this and get back to N. Nau with an approximate amount/cost. R. Kortman stated that he does not feel that it is of urgent nature at this time which allows time for further monitoring and testing. S. Everett asked for a timeline as to how long the study will take before action can be taken. R. Kortman explained that it all depends on studying the physical structure of the system. Once this is done, he will be able to assess an effective method. W. O’Brien asked where funding comes from for state owned bodies of water. Paul Ramsey stated that Mono Pond is indeed owned by the state. R. Kortman spoke about his opinion on fixing the problem with chemicals. He explained that the chemicals are relatively safe for both humans and pets, but he is concerned that the currently “plant dominated” Mono Pond could become “algae dominated” due to the chemical use. Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED that the town enter into a contract with Dr. Kortman for monitoring and evaluation of both Mono Pond and Columbia Lake with the intent to solve the infestation of Fanwort and other Invasive Macrophytes. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. N. Nau will work with Dr. Kortman on creating a contract. R. Kortman suggested forming a “sub-committee” consisting of approximately four individuals to partake in this issue. C. Vance stated that the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC) will be notified and serve as the subcommittee. 
4.2	Pavilion and other town facilities - rental fees/general rules, etc: N. Nau explained that she met with Public Works Director George Murphy, Facilities Manager Bud Meyers and Rec Director Jill Swenson regarding rental of the Pavilion at Rec Park.  Discussion regarding rental fees, proper clean up and liability took place. N. Nau explained that it was agreed to require a rental deposit of $100 along with a certificate of liability insurance (minimum of $1,000,000) when renting the facility. It was also agreed that it would be a good idea to have a town staff person inspect the facility at the end of each function to ensure that proper clean up was done and there was no damage done to the rental property. Gatekeeper Philip Levine agreed to take on this responsibility. N. Nau respectfully requested that the Board consider a fee increase as follows: $50 for four hours, $100 for eight hours. There will be two four-hour blocks of time available to rent per day and the timeframe will change with the season. She explained that the extra revenue would be used to compensate the Gatekeeper for the additional time needed for facility inspection at the end of events.  N. Nau stated that the revised rental form will reflect all of the proposed changes. Discussion followed. R. Bogue MOVED to accept the new rental fees proposed. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
4.3	Angelides v. TOC – tax assessment appeal settlement: R. Bogue MOVED to accept Judge Aronson’s judgment to refund $83,419.32 for the 2012-2013 tax years in the case of Angelides v. Town of Columbia as recommended by Attorney Michael Collins and not to move forward with an appeal to the Appellate Court. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

3. 
4. 
5. NEW BUSINESS:
5.1	IT Managed Support and Hosting Services – Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology (CCAT), Dan Salazar: N. Nau stated that CCAT currently provides IT service for the school as well as the Capital Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) and multiple surrounding small towns and schools. She explained that CCAT won the RFP for services with CRCOG, therefore respectfully requested permission to waive the town bidding process for IT services. Dan Salazar of CCAT spoke to the Board regarding CCAT services and the details of the proposals provided. The Hosting Services agreement will be paid for in full for the first year and partially for the second year by a previously attained grant. He explained that CCAT provides IT support to schools, towns, libraries and non profits. Discussion followed. R. Bogue MOVED to authorize the Town enter into a two year hosting agreement with CCAT in the amount of $5,891.00. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. W. O’Brien MOVED to allow the Town to waive the bidding process for IT services. 5:0. R. Bogue MOVED to authorize the Town to enter into a two year Managed Support Services agreement with CCAT in the amount of $16,500. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
5.2	Hunters Ridge road acceptance and bond release: S. Everett MOVED that the Town accept Hunters Ridge as a town road and accept the public improvements in the Hunters Ridge Subdivision. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with R. Hellstrom abstaining. S. Everett MOVED that the Town release the bond in the amount of $20,000 for the completion of the public improvements of Hunters Ridge Subdivision as the work has been completed as required. MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with R. Hellstrom abstaining.
5.3	Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG): R. Hellstrom MOVED to authorize C. Vance to sign the EMPG Grant awarded to the town in the amount of $3,000. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

C. Vance MOVED to add item 5.4 to agenda, entitled, “Use of Lake Beach for Camp Care.”  MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
5.4	Use of Lake Beach for Camp Care, Inc.: W. O’Brien MOVED to allow Camp Care to utilize the Lake Beach on August 14 and August 15, 2015 from 1-5 pm and to pay for the lifeguards.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

6.	COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	Application to construct structures on or over Columbia Lake at 70 Route 87 by Jim Blair on behalf of Ronald and Sharon Young: W. O’Brien MOVED to approve the application by Jim Blair on behalf of Ronald and Sharon Young to rebuild the seawall at 70 Route 87, contingent upon the recommendations made by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

7.	APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:
7.1	Resignation of De Ramm as Town Historian and naming of De Ramm as Emerita Historian: The BOS recognized the resignation of D. Ramm and her service since about 1990.C. Vance MOVED to name De Ramm as Emerita Historian 5:0.
7.2	Appointment of Ingrid Wood as Town Historian: C. Vance MOVED to appoint I. Wood as Town Historian. I. Wood explained her interest in history. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

C. Vance MOVED to add item 5.5 to the agenda, entitled, “Town Meeting to accept Hunters Ridge as a town road.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
	5.	NEW BUSINESS (CONTINUED):
5.5	Town Meeting to accept Hunters Ridge as a town road name: C. Vance MOVED to establish a Town Meeting on Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at 6:45 pm in the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room for approval of the following clause:
	Clause 1 – Acceptance of Hunters Ridge as a town road and acceptance of the public improvements in the Hunters Ridge Subdivision based on the recommendations of the Town Engineer, Tom Fenton of Nathan Jacobson and Associates and George Murphy, Director of Public Works. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. The road will not be accepted nor will the bond be released until after that meeting


8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: See attached report.

9.	CORRESPONDENCE
9.1	FY 2015 High Risk Rural Roads – Speed Enforcement Program
9.2	CCM Prescription Discount Card Program results for Columbia
9.3	CCM Public Acts effective 7/1/15
9.4	CCM Public Policy and Advocacy – Legislative Alert 6/29/15	


10.         BUDGET
10.1	Transfers: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following transfers as presented: 	
	
	TRANSFER #
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C#, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C#, DESCRIPTION

	051
	$350
	10-4112-040, Group Insurance, Admin
	10-4112-012, Auto Allowance, Admin

	052
	$36
	10-4112-040, Group Insurance, Admin
	10-4117-230, Electricity, Meeting Place

	053
	$235
	10-4112-040, Group Insurance, Admin
	10-4133-500, Prof/Tech, Tax Coll

	054
	$94
	10-4330-710, Prof Improvement, Fire Prevention Svcs
	10-4330-770, Transportation, Fire Prevention Svcs

	055
	$944
	10-4410-515, Contacted Svcs, DPW
	10-4410-240, Fuel, DPW

	056
	$225
	10-4410-300, Supplies, DPW
	10-4410-500, Prof/Tech. DPW

	057
	$77
	10-4410-710, Prof Development
	10-4410-630, Rental, DPW

	058
	$3
	10-4420-300, Supplies, Tran Stat
	10-4420-230, Electricity, Tran Stat

	059
	$26
	10-4510-500, Prof/Tech, PZC
	10-4510-130, Legal Notices, PZC

	060
	$162
	10-4540-110, Postage, Cons and Ag
	10-4540-300, Supplies, Cons and Ag

	061
	$77
	10-4540-770, Transportation, ZBA
	10-4550-130, Legal Notices, ZBA


MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
10.2	Refunds: None.

11.	APPROVE PAYMENTOF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to approve the FY 14-15 emergency bills in the amount of $117,596.19. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. S. Everett MOVED to approve the FY 14-15 regular bills in the amount of $24,500.30 and the FY 15-16 regular bills in the amount of $151,494.78 totaling $175,997.08. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. R. Bogue MOVED to approve the payment for the funding of Library, Paychex and credit cards in the amount of $97,642.84. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
Total payments approved = $391,236.11.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: R. Bogue expressed that he feels it is important to continue with the research on the Invasive Macrophytes in Mono Pond. 

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A);

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:44 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at 7:00 pm.
