SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, August 21, 2012 - 7:00 p.m.

Yeomans Hall
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

		
Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectman Dick Szegda; Selectman Rob Hellstrom; Selectman Bill O’Brien. 

		Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the special meeting of the BOS to order at 7:01 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. MINUTES: 8/7/12 Special Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the minutes of the 8/7/12 Special Meeting. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Jeffrey Viens of 132 Route 66 stated that he feels that the Friends of the Library have illegally put up signs on Route 66.  R. Szegda stated that he supports the use of signs that are informing citizens to vote at referendums. J. Luiz stated that the Friends of the Library and the Saxton B. Little Free Library are separate entities from the Columbia municipal government, and that Mr. Viens may wish to direct any concerns he has about their advertising on Route 66 directly to those two groups.  Discussion followed. Pamela Viens of 132 Route 66 explained that the Friends of the Library or the Library itself must be registered with the state as a Political Action Committee and that such registration should be on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  J. Luiz said that although registration takes place in the Town Clerk’s office, the Town does not police for election advertising violations outside of the restrictions contained in the Columbia Zoning Regulations. 

4.	OLD BUSINESS:
4.1	Route 6 Hop River Corridor Transportation Study:  Town Planner Jana Butts spoke to the BOS stating that this project was spearheaded by the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CROG) and involves the towns of Columbia, Andover, Bolton and Coventry. She explained that the Transportation Study examines the Route 6 Hop River Corridor which extends from Bolton Notch to Lighthouse Corners. J. Butts introduced Transportation Engineers, Leah Wong and Jeff Parker. Leah Wong began the presentation with a brief introduction to the BOS and then turned the floor over to J. Parker. J. Parker began by reviewing some of the safety issues and concerns at the Lighthouse Corner intersection such as accidents and vehicles traveling at high speed. He stated that they feel a round-about would decrease these issues. R. Szegda asked if a round-about would eliminate the stop light that is currently there. J. Parker answered yes and explained that yield signs, etc. would be implemented in place of the stop light. J. Luiz asked if any part of Route 6 in Andover would consist of “one way” travel. J. Parker stated no. Discussion followed about possible walking trail bridge replacements and/or rehabilitations along the Willimantic River and the Hop River R. Szegda does not feel it makes sense to have a trail leading to a bridge if the bridge is not repaired. J. Parker explained that the repair of walking rain bridges had been considered. C. Vance stated that there has been a lot of discussion at WINCOG meetings in regards to completing walking trail bridge projects. R. Szegda asked that if the BOS chooses to endorse this project will they also be approving costs for individual projects. C. Vance answered no, she explained that the endorsement would simply be the BOS showing its support for the entire project and that the project will move forward and be brought to the Department of Transportation for its approval. Each project would be designed and approved on an individual basis. J. Luiz stated that business owners near the Lighthouse restaurant expressed concern at a meeting that took place in the spring regarding this project. J. Parker explained that the issues that were expressed from those business owners resulted in revisions having been made to the Plan. 

Ann Dunnack of 103 Lake Road inquired about the Andover Village District crossing. J. Parker stated that the existing signalized cross walk would remain and that there would be exclusive pedestrian signals implemented as well. A. Dunnack said that she feels it is very important to connect the Hop River trail to the Airline trail. A. Dunnack also stated that she feels the scope of this project is very good, especially the project’s consideration of green issues. 

Richard Napolitano of 7 Hunt Road asked what the percentage of property involved is privately owned. J. Parker said that a percentage cannot be determined at this time. R. Napolitano expressed concern with the project causing more accidents and traffic jams that would in turn slow down traffic.   

Lisa Napolitano of 7 Hunt Road stated there is an un-used commuter lot on other side of Route 6. She pointed out that there are certain areas of Route 6 where there is no opportunity to turn around. J. Parker stated that there are access management plans within these areas. J. Parker explained that the reason for the shift of the roadway was to accommodate the round-about. Discussion followed.

R. Szegda asked if the plan may lead to an increase in land value and town revenue. J. Parker stated yes. L. Wong stated that this plan follows a plan designed to encourage economic development on Route 6.  

Tom Currier of 15 Columbia Landing expressed his support of the Plan’s emphasis on having the development nodes share septic systems, water supply, etc. and the way the Plan limits the number of node accesses on Route 6. C. J. Viens expressed concern with the project possibly causing an increase in commute time for individuals. J. Parker explained that a poll has not been done regarding this issue. R. Szegda said that during his approximate 10 years on the BOS, that he has routinely heard from residents that increasing economic development on Route 6 is a very good thing for the town.

Vera Englert of 33 Sleepy Hollow Road feels that there are good parts to this project but the estimated total cost is too high at approximately $89 million dollars. She stated that a round-about will keep traffic moving versus slowing it down and feels that this will cause more accidents than the current stop light at the intersection. V. Englert does not feel the BOS should endorse this project prior to getting more information. V. Englert feels that if something is not broken then it should not be fixed.

C. Vance MOVED to support the Route 6 Hop River Corridor Transportation Project as presented. R. Szegda feels that potential business growth in town is worthy of supporting. R. Hellstrom feels that the Plan does something at the intersection of Route 6 and Route 66 and that the plan stands to possibly increase the value of land that is not very valuable. He feels the plan gives a great vision. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

5.	NEW BUSINESS:
5.1	Board of Selectmen Policy – Advertising on the Town Green: C. Vance stated that during primary election the issue of political signage on the Green was brought up. She stated that the current BOS policy states that no signs shall be placed on the Green promoting the candidacy of any political office or offices. J. Viens submitted a piece of correspondence that was written by Edward Munster, Chairman of Grassroots East. The correspondence expressed support of political advertising.
	Discussion followed. R. Szegda feels that it is a good idea to display signs on the Town Green that encourage individuals to vote. He suggested modifying the policy to include that candidate election signs be displayed on Election Day provided that the signs are an appropriate distance from the polling place. Gary Littlefield of 123 Pine Street stated that he feels the current BOS Policy regarding advertising on the Town Green is good except for the part prohibiting election signs. W. O’Brien stated that he would like a restriction on the size of the signs that would be displayed. L. Napolitano supports people being allowed to display election signs on the Town Green. J. Luiz will look into this issue further and bring a draft revised policy to the BOS for further discussion. 

5.2	Building Official Job Description: C. Vance MOVED to approve the Building Official Job Description as amended by the BOS. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

	C. Vance MOVED to add item 5.3 to the agenda under New Business, entitled, “Al’s No Toes Motorcycle Run for Diabetes” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

5.3	Al’s No Toes Motorcycle Run for Diabetes: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the event to travel through Columbia on September 3, 2012. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

6.	COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: 
6.1	Application for Constructing Structure on or over the Lake by Dean Petow: This item has been TABLED. 
	
7.	APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1	 Appointments to the School Roof Replacement Committee: R. Szegda MOVED to appoint Mike Matthews (R) and Timothy Mikloiche (D). MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz stated that he and C. Vance are currently working with John Valente regarding a drainage issue concerning three properties located near the corner of Hennequin Road and Route 66. He stated that he is working with the Town Clerk and the Bond Counsel to make sure all paperwork is filed correctly with the Secretary of State regarding the upcoming referendum. J. Luiz told the BOS that the school grounds were vandalized and that an investigation is being pursued.  J. Luiz told the BOS that a fuel survey related to emergency operations has been completed and sent to an engineering firm hired by WINCOG.  J. Luiz explained that WINCOG has received two grants from the state. J. Luiz stated that the Direct Energy agreement has been finalized and that Columbia town residents will receive the same rates that Coventry negotiated. Lastly, J. Luiz stated C. Vance and he attended a Camp Care ten year anniversary celebration.

 9.	CORRESPONDENCE 
 9.1	Letter from Peggy Tunick to Francine Coss




10.	BUDGET
10.1	Refunds: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following refunds totaling $8574.37:
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Kaj and Danielle Munic
	Town of Columbia
	$141.30

	Kaj and Danielle Munic
	Town of Columbia
	$141.30

	Clarke Robinson
	Town of Columbia
	$319.40

	Nicholas Cordone
	Town of Columbia
	$211.95

	EAN Holdings
	Town of Columbia
	$28.43

	EAN Holdings
	Town of Columbia
	$57.18

	EAN Holdings
	Town of Columbia
	$56.99

	EAN Holdings
	Town of Columbia
	$141.65

	EAN Holdings
	Town of Columbia
	$109.08

	EAN Holdings
	Town of Columbia
	$36.22

	EAN Holdings
	Town of Columbia
	$261.01

	William and Darlene Ethridge
	Town of Columbia
	$3.00

	Laura Lee Whittles
	Town of Columbia
	$3.53

	Walter Zoldak
	Town of Columbia
	$122.11

	Wells Fargo
	Town of Columbia
	$1749.89

	Wells Fargo
	Town of Columbia
	$1220.85

	Corelogic
	Town of Columbia
	$2352.17

	Corelogic
	Town of Columbia
	$1618.31


            MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

10.2 	Transfers: None. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the payment of bills in the amount of $17,980.96. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: R. Szegda informed the BOS about the Columbia Day Soccer Tournament. He stated that a lot of hard work is being put into this tournament. 

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real Estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6) (D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6) (B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200 (6) (A). C. Vance MOVED to enter into executive session at 8:45 pm. with J. Luiz, V. Englert and A. Dunnack present to discuss Real Estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D).  MOTION CARRIED 4:0. Executive Session ended at 9:24 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 9:25 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular BOS meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 4, 2012 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona	




	

