REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Tuesday, August 16, 2011 7:00 pm
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
Selectmen Present:
First Selectman Carmen Vance; Richard Szegda;
 William O’Brien
Also Present:
Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz 
Call to Order:

C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

1.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.


2.
MINUTES:  Regular Meeting of 7/19/11; Special Meeting of 7/27/11:  


R. Szegda MOVED to APPROVE the Regular Meeting minutes of July 19, 


2011. MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.  

W. O’Brien MOVED to APPROVE the Special Meeting minutes of July 27, 
2011. MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0. 
3.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  None
4. 
OLD BUSINESS:  There was no old business for discussion.
5.
NEW BUSINESS:
5.1
WINCOG Financial Administration:  J. Luiz reported that WINCOG gets most of its revenue from grants and dues from member towns. The financial administration needs of WINCOG have gone beyond the ability of the present staff person.  Former Mansfield Finance Director Jeff Smith has suggested that a WINCOG member town take over the financial administration duties for WINCOG.  Columbia was suggested by Jeff Smith.  Bev Ciurylo and WINCOG Executive Director Mark Paquette have met to discuss the issue and will continue to meet to discuss workload and costs.  The Town would receive consideration from WINCOG in exchange for taking on this work.  Discussion followed.  W. O’Brien does not want the Town to over extend itself.  C. Vance said towns sharing services is happening all over.  She said she supports helping WINCOG if doing so will not hurt our own Finance Department and that any deal with WINCOG should contain a provision whereby Columbia could end its commitment if it wants to.  R. Szegda said this recommendation is a compliment to the Finance Director and the progress the Finance Department has made.  He believes this is a huge positive but wants to be sure we have the capability to do this.  The BOS reached a consensus that J. Luiz continue to pursue this concept with WINCOG.  
5.2
Sick leave law:  J. Luiz explained this new state law only affects a few employees.  Responding to a question from R. Szegda, he explained the current tracking process and how the tracking process would cover those employees covered by the state law.  Discussion followed.  J. Luiz noted that sick leave accrual under the state law begins January 1, 2012.  J. Luiz explained that the law mandates that employees receive some notice from the employer about the sick leave under state law.

W. O’Brien MOVED to AMEND the “Sick Leave” section of the Town of Columbia Employee Handbook as follows:


“Employees that work under 20 hours per week may qualify for sick time in accordance with state law.  The following provisions in this section of the Employees Handbook (Sick Leave) apply exclusively to employees who work 20 or more hours per week.” MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.
5.3
Memorandum of Understanding between Columbia and the Access Agency:  R. Szegda MOVED to ACCEPT the offer from the Access Agency to continue their services to the Town of Columbia and to authorize the First Selectman to enter into an agreement between the Town of Columbia and The Access Community Action Agency.  MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.
5.4
Law Enforcement Torch Run / Dream Ride:  R. Szegda MOVED to APPROVE the request of the Law Enforcement Torch Run / Dream Ride motorcycle run on August 28, 2011.  MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.
5.5
Probate Court Office Hours in Columbia: R. Szegda MOVED to authorize the Greater Manchester District Probate Court to hold office hours in Columbia’s Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room for a few hours every other week to provide general information to visitors.  MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.

6.
COLUMBIA LAKE /DAM / BEACH
6.1
Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake by J. Stevens & M. Kania:  C. Vance MOVED to APPROVE the request of J. Stevens & M. Kania for an inflatable raft at 142 Route 87 with the conditions listed on the August 3, 2011 correspondence from the Lake Management Advisory Committee.  MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.
6.2
Application for Constructing Structures on or over Columbia Lake by B. Castelli:  C. Vance MOVED to APPROVE the request of B. Castelli to make emergency repairs to a wooden dock at 20 Erdoni Road with the conditions listed on the July 30, 2011 correspondence from the Lake Management Advisory Committee.  MOTION CARRIED 2:0:1. W. O’Brien abstained from the vote.
6.3
Email from M. Coleman regarding Boating Incident:  C. Vance will write to Sharon Smith to thank her for her help in this matter.
7.
APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:  None
8.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz provided an update to the BOS on the progress the town has made with respect to having owners of inflatable docks submit applications to Town Hall.  J. Luiz mentioned a conference he attended on road drainage.  He shared details of meetings that he attended with CL&P, the Probate Court Judge, the Coventry Board of Selectmen and the Columbia Seniors Organization Executive Committee.  J. Luiz described the current situation facing the town with respect to the state’s Minimum Budget Requirement.  J. Luiz will continue to brainstorm potential solutions with the First Selectman, Superintendent of Schools,  FiPAC Chairman and Finance Director. 
9.
CORRESPONDENCE:

9.1
Memo from J. Luiz to all boards and commissions regarding Interstate Reliability Project
9.2
Memo from J. Butts regarding the Route 6 Transportation Study

9.3
Article from The Connecticut Post regarding public disclosure

9.4
Informational report from M. Lavallee regarding land classification programs

9.5
Email from J. Luiz to BOS regarding Columbia and Bolton health insurance discussions:  
9.6
Letter from CIRMA to C. Vance regarding Members’ Equity Distribution:  R. Szegda was pleased with this letter from CIRMA.  
   
10.
BUDGET
10.1
Refunds: R. Szegda MOVED to APPROVE the following refunds:
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 9.34

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 24.14

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 35.73

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 27.01

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 9.28

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 2.95

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 1.18

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 5.70

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 74.35

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 13.16

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 28.40

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 44.98

	David Bell Sr.
	Town of Columbia
	$ 21.60


MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.

C. Vance MOVED to APPROVE the following refunds:
	Harold Bennett
	Town of Columbia
	$ 14.79

	Michael Embser
	Town of Columbia
	$ 155.26

	Judith Ortiz
	Town of Columbia
	$ 23.86

	Erin Thompson
	Town of Columbia
	$ 163.10

	Douglas or Deborah Zlatin
	Town of Columbia
	$ 58.68

	
	
	


MOTION CARRIED 2:0:1.  R. Szegda abstained 
10.2
Transfers:  R. Szegda MOVED to APPROVE the following transfer:

	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #
	DESCRIPTION

	$ 675.30
	10-4800-001
	Contingency
	10-4133-600
	Repairs/Maint.


MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.
11.
APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS:  C. Vance MOVED to APPROVE the payment of bills totaling $6,104.89. MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.  C. Vance MOVED to APPROVE the payment of emergency fund bills totaling $268,645.43.  MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.
12.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:  No comments.
13.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  C. Vance MOVED to enter Executive Session to 
discuss the following items in the presence of J. Luiz: personnel pursuant to 
Connecticut General Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant 
to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statutes 
Section 1-200(6)(A).  MOTION CARRIED 3:0:0.  Executive Session began at 
7:45 p.m.  Executive Session ended at 8:19 p.m.
14.
ADJOURNMENT:  C. Vance MOVED to ADJOURN at 8:19 p.m.  MOTION 


CARRIED 3:0:0.
Respectfully submitted by Linda H. McDonald
