REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 - 7 pm.
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT
Members Present: Deputy Selectman Steven Everett; Selectman William O’Brien; Selectman Robert Hellstrom; Selectman Robert Bogue.
Also Present: Town Administrator Natasha Nau; Ann Dunnack; Paul Ramsey; Tom McGrath; Joanne Doyle; Tom Doyle; Larry Preston.

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7 pm.
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
2. MINUTES:  BOS Regular meeting minutes of 9/1/15: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the minutes of 9/1/15 as presented. MOTION CARRIED 3:0.
W. O’Brien arrived at 7:01 pm.
3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Ann Dunnack stated that Conservation Commission has been looking into ways to allow farmers to be exempt from paying taxes on structures on farm land. She stated that this has been brought to the BOS in the past and that the Assessor expressed concern with this. A. Dunnack explained that this wasn’t part of the FY 15-16 budget, which they anticipated it would be. She stated that the previous Town Administrator had suggested they draft a farmer’s grant for this purpose, which could be presented to the town for funding. The Conservation Commission created a form to be used for applying for a farm building exemption and presented it to the BOS. S. Everett feels as though a lot more information will be needed before considering this request. Discussion followed. The Conservation Commission will prepare a presentation for the November 4, 2015 meeting. This item will be placed on the November 4, 2015 BOS meeting agenda.  
4. OLD BUSINESS:
4.1
CVFD Day Time Staff Discussion: N. Nau provided a summary from Chief Starkel stating why day time staffing is necessary. She has started to work with Chief Starkel on a plan for day time staffing at the CVFD and anticipates that this will begin impacting the budget come FY 17-18. R. Bogue would like to be involved with the planning process.  Bogue expressed concern with the current status regarding the volunteers and response time. He spoke of a hypothetical situation of a fire alarm response time not being prompt.  R. Bogue stated that if this was a working fire instead of just the alarm there could have been major damage and possible casualties. N. Nau will speak to Chief Starkel to see if there is anything that can be done in the meantime and also if we can move the planning process up to this coming budget. Tom Doyle spoke as a citizen and stated that he feels that day time staffing at the CVFD would be very beneficial to the town. 
3. NEW BUSINESS:
5.1
Verizon Cell Tower Agreement: N. Nau stated that she had been approached by Verizon in May and has been discussing the possibility of entering into a cell agreement with them. She feels entering into an agreement with Verizon for a Cell Tower would be a very good opportunity for the CVFD. She stated that after the completion of a structural analysis Verizon discovered the existing tower was structurally insufficient and stated that constructing a new tower will cost approximately $200,000 - $275,000. She explained that the other option would be to recreate the cupola that currently exists and place their cell antennas inside. Verizon guaranteed that the aesthetics would be kept the same. N. Nau feels that if we were to do this we would limit the town to Verizon and feels that would not be a good idea to be restricted. She would like to renegotiate with Verizon to see if they would be willing to construct a tower. Discussion followed. A tower would allow the town to get additional carriers and provide increased signal for service calls at the FD. W. O’Brien would like to hear from a representative from Verizon and be involved with any negotiations that take place. N. Nau will contact the Verizon representative and request attendance at the next BOS meeting. 
6.
COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:
6.1 
Application to repair seawall at 138 Route 87: J. Prague requested approval from the BOS to widen the ramp at her property at 138 Route 87. She explained that this was denied by LMAC. J. Prague stated that she was unaware of the regulations until LMAC visited. She would still like the ramp widened from 4 feet to 5 feet if possible so it would be easier and safer for individuals to utilize with kayaks, etc. She stated that she was informed that the reason LMAC does not approve ramps wider than four feet is because there is the chance that individuals will try to launch larger boats from the wider ramp.  J. Doyle passed pictures around to the BOS of the ramp that they have proposed to widen and explained that there is no possible way they have the access to get a larger boat to the ramp to launch it, so this should not be a concern. She stated that the main reason she would like to be granted permission to widen the ramp is for safety.  Discussion followed. The BOS was in agreement that they would like to hear from Mark Coleman and Mike Gnazzo on this issue. J. Doyle, M. Coleman and M. Gnazzo will attend the October 6, 2015 BOS meeting to discuss this further. This ITEM has been TABLED. 
7.
APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:
7.1
Resignation of Ann Dunnack from the Recreation Commission: The BOS recognized A. Dunnack’s resignation and thanked her for all her hard work on the Rec Commission.
7.2
Appointment of Larry Preston (R) as an alternate to Planning and Zoning: W. O’Brien MOVED to appoint L. Preston as an alternate to the PZC. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
8.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: See report.
W. O’Brien MOVED to add item 7.3 to the agenda entitled, “Proposed Amendment to the BOS meeting minutes of June 16, 2015” MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
NEW BUSINESS (CONTINUED):

7.3
Proposed Amendment to BOS Meeting Minutes of June 16, 2015: W. O’Brien MOVED to amend item 7.1 to reflect the names of the Registrar of Voters (ROV) resigned and appointee as follows: “The BOS recognized the ROV resignation of Maureen Allen as Republic Deputy and the appointment of Katherine Morrison to replace her.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

9.
CORRESPONDENCE
9.1
 Letter from Registrar of Voters (ROV) to C. Vance dated 9/10/15 

9.2
Letter from “Make-A-Wish” to TOC dated 9/7/15

9.3
Letter from TVCCA to C. Vance dated 8/25/15

9.4
State Police August 2015 Report

9.5
Letter to BOS from Camp Care dated 9/1/15

9.6
Letter from DEEP to C. Vance dated 8/21/15

10.         BUDGET

10.1
Transfers:  R. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfer:

	
AMOUNT / TRANSFER #
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	TO A/C #, DESCRIPTION

	$1,598 / #2016-002
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4112-500, Prof/Tech



MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

10.2
Refunds: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the following refunds totaling $5,274.61: 
	
AMOUNT
	FROM
	TO

	$187.82
	Town of Columbia
	VW Credit Leasing

	$1,725.47
	Town of Columbia
	Corelogic on behalf of First Niagara on behalf of Roberta Frankel

	$1,490.80
	Town of Columbia
	Corelogic on behalf of Citi Mortgage on behalf of Kelly Organek

	$26.49
	Town of Columbia
	Cristina Granese

	$5.89
	Town of Columbia
	Estate of Daniel Cronin

	$48.02
	Town of Columbia
	Michael Ray

	$175.26
	Town of Columbia
	Michael Ray

	$96.85
	Town of Columbia
	Michael Ray

	$15.13
	Town of Columbia
	Alex Salustri

	$34.81
	Town of Columbia
	Mark Smith

	$21.60
	Town of Columbia
	Brenden and Susan Williams

	$7.22
	Town of Columbia
	Dean Williams

	$1,439.25
	Town of Columbia
	Corelogic on behalf of Karl Magnuson and Sara Minor




MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
11.
APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the payment of bills in the amount of $84,823.98. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
12.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None.
13.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

13.1
Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); There was no executive session. 
14.
ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to adjourn at 8:25 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona 
