REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tuesday, September 18, 2012, 7 pm

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Selectman Dick Szegda; Selectmen Bill O’Brien; Selectman Rob Hellstrom. Selectman Bob Bogue arrived at 7:24 pm. 

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES: 9/18/12 Regular Meeting: B. O’Brien MOVED to approve the regular meeting minutes of the 9/18/12 BOS meeting and the MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Arnold Hanna of 232 Route 87 stated that he has lived in Columbia for 54 years and feels it is time that the town looks into a blight ordinance. He explained that a house in his neighborhood is un-kept C. Vance explained that the issue of having a blight ordinance has been discussed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS). R. Szegda asked if the property is abandoned. C. Vance stated that it is not abandoned and it is not foreclosed. R. Hellstrom feels that this is a serious issue in town and feels that the BOS should give further consideration to a blight ordinance. 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 
4.1 Board of Selectmen Policy – Advertising on the Town Green: J. Luiz discussed the recently revised draft BOS Policy regarding Advertising on the Town Green. B. O’Brien stated that he anticipates problems may arise if the policy allows candidate advertising for 72 hours preceding the close of voting versus 24 hours. He noted that the BOS has already expressed approval for signs to be displayed on Election Day only. B. O’Brien said that any revisions the BOS makes to the existing policy should be considered for further revision after seeing how the policy works in the upcoming election goes.  R. Szegda feels that candidate advertising should be for 24 hours on Election Day, (12:00 am to 11:59 pm). R. Hellstrom concurred. R. Szegda MOVED to approve the proposed policy changes as presented with the exception of revising the 72 hour period to 24 hours for advertising with the understanding that the policy will be reviewed again after the November 6, 2012 election. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

5. NEW BUSINESS: Municipal Tree Service bid: J. Luiz stated that he and Public Works Director George Murphy reviewed the Municipal Tree Service bids that were submitted and that they feel that ASPLUNDH Tree Service should be chosen to provide tree service to the town. J. Luiz stated that he is working with the town’s insurance company on finalizing insurance details.  R. Szegda MOVED that the town award the tree service bid to ASPLUNDH at $100 per hour for a period of one year with an option to renew for up to four additional years. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1 Purchase of replacement Marine Patrol Boat: C. Vance explained that she, Mark Coleman and Chick Shifrin examined replacement boats and narrowed their options down to two boats that are similar to the existing Marine Patrol Boat. She recommended that of the two boats in consideration, the town purchase the larger of the two. She stated that the smaller boat is more suitable for one person, and that it would be a very tight fit if the resident state trooper or someone else was required to travel on the boat with a driver. She explained that the increased cost for the larger boat is reasonable when considering that the boat’s life expectancy is 10-15 years.  

Bob Bogue arrived at 7:24 pm.

Discussion followed. C. Vance stated that a good portion of the money that would come from Contingency to help pay for the boat purchase should come back to the town via the town’s insurance coverage or restitution from the person(s) that destroyed the existing boat.  She also stated that he town will attempt to sell any salvageable parts from the existing boat that has been damaged. Discussion followed. Ann Dunnack of 103 Lake Road asked why the town is looking into another inflatable boat, when another style boat may be a better choice in terms of durability. J. Luiz said that he has been given professional advice that inflatable style rescue boats are most appropriate due to the need to make rescues and pull up alongside other boats R. Szegda feels it is necessary to be aggressive in getting reimbursed from the vandals who did damage to the existing boat. C. Vance MOVED that the town purchase the Zodiac Pro Red 500 Inflatable Black/Red boat at an estimated cost of $21,075 to replace the town’s existing Marine Patrol Boat. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

6.2 Memo from LMAC re boat launch & email from G. Murphy
6.3 Memo from LMAC re water level 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz told the BOS that the town has received payment for the library building damage caused by an automobile accident.  He anticipates that the contents claim should be settled within the next few weeks. J. Luiz stated that the construction work related to the lighting around Town Hall is complete and that all of the lights are working properly. J. Luiz said that work has begun at the school grounds to revamp the existing softball field. He explained that it is anticipated that the majority of the work will be completed this year and the remaining work will be finished in the spring. J. Luiz has been working with C. Vance, the Registrars of Voters and the Town Clerk to prepare for the November election and Referendum. He explained that a town mailer announcement and informational signs are in progress. 
J. Luiz informed the BOS that due to the proposed zoning regulation changes, the Land Use Department has been especially busy lately receiving permit applications form people that live on or near the Lake. J. Luiz explained that at the request of the Financial Planning and Allocation Commission (FiPAC) he has been helping Judy Szegda-Ortiz and Ernie Sharpe to create standard forms for Superintendent Coss to use when reporting on budgetary expenditures. Lastly, J. Luiz explained that he met with R. Szegda, Francine Coss and Joel Rosenberg regarding Andover, Hebron, Marlborough Youth Services (AHM). R. Szegda shared with the BOS details the AHM meeting. He explained that Sheri Rivards’ hours at the school will increase. R. Szegda stated there was discussion in regards to referring students to the Juvenile Review Board (JRB). R. Szegda stated that more members will likely be joining the Youth Services Committee (YSC) in the near future. He explained that the Resident Trooper has agreed to join the YSC and that they also need a youth (under the age of 18) to become part of the YSC as well. R. Szegda said he would also like to get someone that is highly involved in a faith-based organization on the committee, possibly Roy Lawrence of the Baptist Fellowship Church. Discussion followed. J. Luiz will check to see whether or not town residency is required to serve on the YSC. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 Email from Town Attorney dated 9-10-12 regarding election/referendum
9.2 Memo from P. Tunick to F. Coss re AHM services to be provided in FY 12-13

10.	BUDGET:
10.1	Refunds: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the following refunds:
	
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Timothy Hauschild
	Town of Columbia
	$17.49

	Robert Donahue
	Town of Columbia
	$15.00

	Michael Hyman
	Town of Columbia
	$4.58


	MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
	
10.2	Transfers: None. 

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: C. Vance MOVED To approve the payment of emergency bills in the amount of $2,500. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. B. Bogue MOVED to approve payment of the regular bills in the amount of $40,323.62. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session to discuss Real Estate at 7:54 pm with A. Dunnack present. Executive Session ended at 8:02 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:03 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular BOS meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 2, 2012 at 7:00 pm. 

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
