



REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMAN
Tuesday, September 4, 2012 – 7 pm.

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectman Richard Szegda, Selectman Bill O’Brien, Selectman Rob Hellstrom. Selectman Bob Bogue arrived at 7:23 pm.

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:   8/21/12 Special Meeting: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the 8/21/12 regular meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 

3.	AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.
		
C. Vance MOVED to add item 4.2 to the agenda, entitled, “To consider and act upon the following resolution: RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING AND REFERENDUM VOTE AT ADJOURNED TOWN MEETING IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE STATE ELECTION.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0

C. Vance MOVED to add item 5.3 to the agenda, entitled, “Fees for Rec Exercise Classes.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

4.	OLD BUSINESS
4.1	Board of Selectmen Policy – Advertising on the Town Green: C. Vance and J. Luiz reviewed the draft revised policy regarding political signs on the Green. Jeff Viens of 132 Route 66 North expressed that he has no problem with the draft revised policy.  W. O’Brien stated that he is in support of the draft revised policy, but is concerned that there is no set size restriction for the signs. R. Szegda concurred. J. Luiz will research the size restriction issue and provide further revisions to the draft policy at the next BOS meeting. 

4.2	To consider and act upon the following resolution: RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING AND REFERENDUM VOTE AT ADJOURNED TOWN MEETING IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE STATE ELECTION: C. Vance reminded the BOS that it had established at its August 7, 2012 meeting a Town Meeting set for October 30, 2012 on the subject of the Library Renovation/Expansion Project and associated bonding.  C. Vance said that she would like to change the date of the Town Meeting from October 30, 2012 to October 29, 2012 in consideration of a play that the school has scheduled on October 30, 2012.  The time of the Town Meeting shall remain 7:30 pm.  Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED to change the date of the Town Meeting from Tuesday, October 30, 2012 at 7:30 pm in the Horace W. Porter School Gymnasium to Monday, October 29, 2012 at 7:30 pm.  In the Horace W. Porter School Gymnasium.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 


5.	NEW BUSINESS
5.1	Charge to the School Roof Replacement Committee: J. Luiz stated that the statutes do not set forth the roles and responsibilities for municipal building committees, but that the committee is required to exist in order to eligible to receive the state school construction reimbursement grant. The BOS reviewed the draft charge that was put together by J. Luiz and C. Vance. B. O’Brien MOVED to adopt the charge dated August 30, 2012 as presented to the BOS. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

5.2	Request that the State change its draft Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD): C. Vance reviewed the memo provided in the agenda packet from Town Planner Jana Butts. Ann Dunnack of 103 Lake Road  urged the BOS to support the recent decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) to ask the State to alter the POCD with respect to Columbia.  A. Dunnack also urged the BOS to advocate to the State that two additional changes be made to the draft POCD with respect to Columbia.  Those two additional changes are as follows: 1) remove the two census blocks (ID: 090313164008601-3024 and 3025) identified as  Development Priorities in the southwest quadrant of Columbia on either side of Zola Road abutting the Hebron town boundary, Additionally, remove the corresponding Balanced Growth Areas  and;  2)Add the Census block (ID: 09013164008601-2009) that is immediately across the Willimantic River on the Columbia side that contains the Columbia Business Park as a Priority Development Area and add the corresponding Balanced Growth Areas where there are co-located Conservation Priorities. 

B. Bogue arrived at 7:23 pm.  

W. Obrien MOVED that the BOS support the changes to the POCD as requested by A. Dunnack. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

5.3	Fees for Exercise Class: J. Luiz stated that the Rec Commission supports the town charging non-resident town employees the resident rate with respect to Rec Department exercise classes. J. Luiz explained that the rate change is intended to encourage town employee participation in classes that will keep them fit.  J. Luiz clarified that this rate change will apply only to employees themselves and that beach/lake activities are excluded.  R. Szegda MOVED to approve the fee change allowing non-resident employees of the municipal government and school to pay residents rates for exercise classes conducted by the Rec Department. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

6.	COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	Application for Constructing Structures on or over the Lake by Dean Petow: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the application by D. Petow to install a powered boat-lift at 45 Sleepy Hollow Road contingent upon the recommendations of the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC). MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

7.	APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1	Appointments to the Municipal Building Committee: R. Szegda MOVED to appoint Bill Petrone (D) to the School Roof Replacement Committee. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz shared with the BOS that he completed a road course on road safety and traffic problems.  J. Luiz explained that he is working with IT in respect to solving some outstanding persistent computer/printer issues taking place in Town Hall.  J. Luiz informed the BOS that the Tax Office temporary staff has left for school and that the permanent employee is back to work.  J. Luiz stated that Public Works has done a lot of landscaping at the school in order to have everything ready for students returning. He stated that the sidewalk in front of Town Hall leading to the Chapel has been removed by Public Works due to safety reasons. C. Vance explained that it was cracked, uneven, and old. J. Luiz said that the painting of the Meeting Place is almost finished. J. Luiz explained that construction is still taking place in the Town Hall parking lot in an attempt to correct outstanding issues affecting two of the street lights used to light the parking lot. He explained that CL & P has sent a sub-contractor to the Town Hall to correct all of the underground wiring problems. Lastly, J. Luiz stated that the advertisement has gone out for the Building Official job opening both in newspaper and through the Building Officials Professional Association.  

9.	CORRESPONDENCE
9.1	Letter from Jean Trask to Francine Coss
9.2	Town Attorney Expenses for FY 11-12

	10.        BUDGET:
             10.1      Refunds: C. Vance MOVED to approve the following refunds totaling   
                         $8,727.28:
		
	TO
	FROM
	AMOUNT

	Corelogic (on behalf of Marc Rubera)
	Town of Columbia 
	$4,115.62

	Corelogic (on behalf of Tammy and Christopher Ekstrom)
	Town of Columbia
	$3,738.52

	Duane McManus
	Town of Columbia
	$242.98

	Gregory and Lisa Roy
	Town of Columbia
	$79.64

	Cheryl and Theodore Trask
	Town of Columbia
	$57.79

	Robert and Kathleen Burke
	Town of Columbia
	$9.47

	Robert and Kathleen Burke
	Town of Columbia
	$8.60

	Howard Fairfield  LLC
	Town of Columbia
	$41.29

	Howard Fairfield LLC
	Town of Columbia
	$21.62

	Kerman and Wendy Lavigne
	Town of Columbia
	$21.11

	Kerman and Wendy Lavigne
	Town of Columbia
	$94.11

	Carol MacKenzie
	Town of Columbia
	$280.25

	George and Geanne Tucker
	Town of Columbia
	$16.28


		MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

	10.2      Transfers:  R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following transfers:	
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$30
	10-4670-300, General Supplies
	10-4670-720, Prof. Dues

	$50
	10-4670-300, General Supplies
	10-4670-750, Conf/Seminars


	              MOTION CARRIED 5:0.
		
11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: B. Bogue MOVED to approve the     
the regular payment of bills in the amount of $22,251.42.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 
 
13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A).  C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session to discuss real estate with J. Luiz present at 7:35 pm. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. Executive Session ended at 7:52 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: B. Bogue MOVED to adjourn at 7:53 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at 7:00 pm.

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona

