



REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMAN
Tuesday, June 19, 2012 – 7 pm.

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance. Selectmen Richard Szegda, Bill O’Brien, Rob Hellstrom, Bob Bogue.

Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and others. 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. MINUTES:   6/5/12 Regular Meeting: B. O’ Brien MOVED to approve the 6/5/12 regular meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

3.	AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: John Schroder of 5 Pine Street expressed to the BOS that he feels the liability waiver pertaining to the town beach and swimming lessons is extreme. J. Luiz explained that the Town’s insurance company advised that this waiver be put in place. J. Schroder stated that both Columbia and Canton use the same insurance company and that he feels that the liability waiver for the Town of Canton is very different and less extreme than the waiver for Columbia.  J. Luiz explained that he spoke with Columbia Town Attorney Rich Roberts, who also is Town Attorney for Canton, regarding the waiver and that Attorney Roberts stated that from a legal view point, the waiver is sound. J. Luiz stated that he will discuss the waiver’s reasonableness with the town’s insurance company representative and the Town Attorney and then bring the issue back to the BOS for further discussion. J. Schroder asked why all of the sudden this waiver has been put in place. The Rec Director explained that this liability waiver has been in place since fall of 2011 at the request of the town’s insurance company. Discussion followed. 

4.	OLD BUSINESS
4.1	Town Employee Health Insurance Update: J. Luiz told the BOS that on June 15, 2012 he and Superintendent Francine Coss met with representatives from the State Comptroller’s Office to discuss the Connecticut Partnership Health Insurance Plan. He stated that the Finance Director and union reps from both the town and school were also present at the meeting. J. Luiz reviewed the insurance plan with the BOS and explained that there will be a meeting in the future that will give employees the opportunity to attend and learn more about the plan. Discussion followed. 
4.2	Route 6 Transportation Study Meeting Update: C. Vance provided the BOS with an update on the Route 6 Transportation Study Meeting that took place on June 7, 2012 at the Senior Center. She stated that it was an interesting meeting and a variety of individuals attended. C. Vance told the BOS that a group of business owners in town attended the meeting expressing concern of a possible round-about being constructed at the intersection of route 6 and route 66 that would no longer allow trucks to travel through. She explained that these individuals were informed that this was only a rumor, they were relieved. C. Vance stated that she felt the meeting went very well. She explained that the next step is for the Route 6 Transportation Study Group to Present to the Board of Selectmen.



5.	NEW BUSINESS
5.1	Request from Columbia Rec Commission for Disc Golf at Rec Park: Ann Dunnack, Rec Commission Chair said that the Rec Commission  requests that a Disc Golf course be added to the Rec Park area. She stated that the Commission feels that this will be a nice way to honor the late David Bell by utilizing some of the David Bell Gift to fund the purchase. Discussion followed. R. Szegda asked how large of an area would be required for this course. A. Dunnack stated she is not exactly sure, but believes that the course can be spaced out throughout the park. R. Szegda asked if the course would interfere with sports taking place. A. Dunnack stated that she is not sure. R. Hellstrom stated that he doesn’t believe it would be feasible to play disk golf while ball fields are in use. Discussion followed. The BOS concurred that the idea of a disk golf course is a good idea but would like to get more details, for example, if this will indeed interfere with other sports activities taking place at Rec Park. The Rec Commission will gather more information and report back to the BOS.

5.2	Extension of Direct Energy Agreement: J. Luiz reviewed the Direct Energy Agreement with the BOS explaining that in early 2011, multiple towns, Columbia being one of them, “piggy-backed” on Coventry’s bid for an alternative community electrical supplier and signed their own agreements with Direct Energy. He explained that Coventry wants to extend another year with Direct Energy and told the BOS that he feels it would be a wise idea for Columbia to do the same. Discussion followed. O’Brien MOVED to authorize the First Selectman to sign an extension for the town to contract with Direct Energy for another year.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

6.	COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH
6.1	Application for constructing structures on or over the Lake by Michael & Elizabeth Gnazzo: C. Vance MOVED to approve application of M. and E. Gnazzo for constructing structures on or over the Lake contingent upon the conditions stated by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 
6.2	Memo from Mark Coleman to C. Vance regarding dam project: C. Vance reviewed memo from the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC) regarding the dam project. She explained that LMAC discussed the issues that were brought forth at the May 9, 2012 LMAC meeting and recommend BOS approval on the following first three proposals in order of priority:
	1.	Extension of the spillway channel walls and enlargement of the containment area.
	2.	Removing and replacing the existing rip-rap on the water face of the dam with larger and more stable rip-rap.
	3.	Adding the timber wave wall atop the existing cement block wave wall. 

	R. Szegda asked what would happen if this fails when the dam is closed. J. Luiz will look into this and report back to the BOS. B. Bogue MOVED to approve the recommendations set forth by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

7.	APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS
7.1	Appointment of Kathy Tolsdorf (D) to the BOE opening vacated by Lisa Juravoty: R. Szegda MOVED to appoint K. Tolsdorf to the BOE as a replacement for Lisa Juravoty for a term beginning immediately and ending on 11/23/15. MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

8.	TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: J. Luiz updated the BOS on the Root property and stated that a lot of work has been done removing rocks and trees, etc. and he feels that a Town Meeting will be held in the near future to authorize land acquisition. Joan Hill, Chris Ramm and the Public Works Director wil meet soon to discuss the work that has been done thus far. J. Luiz stated that new town signs (one for the entrance of Town Hall) have been purchased and will be put up within the next week or so. J. Luiz told the BOS that he met with Mary Lavallee, Ann Dunnack and Jim Corso to discuss a Conservation/Ag issue of the town establishing an ordinance providing tax assessments relief for farmers with established structures used exclusively for farming. He explained the Conservation/Ag Committee will review and discuss further and bring this issue back to the BOS. J. Luiz stated that he is working with Andover Hebron, Marlborough Youth Services (AHM) Director, Joel Rosenberg on a $14, 000 grant application for Youth Services. R. Szegda explained that the State Department of Education wants to make sure this funding is used for Youth Services and that is why this process is required. J. Luiz told the BOS that he attended an interesting workshop with Mark Coleman on dam and levy maintenance. J. Luiz stated that Rec is keeping busy with concerts on the Green and with the beach. Lastly, J. Luiz told the BOS that Marine Patrol is on duty and running smoothly.  

9.	CORRESPONDENCE
9.1	Email from J. Luiz to Library Expansion Committee  
9.2	Postcard from CL&P to businesses and residences along right-of-ways
9.3	Update from WinCOG about GIS upgrades

	10.        BUDGET:
10.1      Refunds: None.

	10.2      Transfers: R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following transfers:
	
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$4,500
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4112-010, Salaries

	$2,800
	10-4800-900, Contingency 
	10-4132-010, Salaries

	$1,900
	10-4800-900, Contingency 
	10-4136-010, Salaries

	$50
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4345-010, Salaries

	$500
	10-4800-900, Contingency 
	10-4350-010, Salaries

	$305
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	30-4360-010, Salaries

	$100
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	30-4360-012, Salaries/Auto Allowance

	$200
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4420-010, Salaries

	$100
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	10-4420-011, Salaries/OT

	$500
	10-4800-900, Contingency
	$10-4570-010, Salaries


		 MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

		R. Szegda MOVED to approve the following transfers:

	
	AMOUNT
	FROM A/C #
	TO A/C #

	$2,383
	10-4410-600, Rep/Maint.
	10-4410-610, Bldg./Grounds

	$2,107
	10-4410-011, Salaries/OT
	10-4410-610, Bldg./Grounds

	$1,505
	10-4410-011,Salaries/OT
	10-4410-610, Bldg./Grounds


		MOTION CARRIED 5:0.	

11.	APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: C. Vance MOVED to approve the     
emergency payment of bills in the amount of $60. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. R. Szegda MOVED to approve the regular payment of bills in the amount of $176,251.18.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

12.	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: J. Luiz passed out a memo regarding end of year expenditures from Superintendent Coss to the BOS for their review. 
 
C. Vance MOVED to add item 5.3 to New Business, entitled, “Lease agreement for school computers.” MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

	5.	NEW BUSINESS:  (continued)
5.3	Lease Agreement for school computers: J. Luiz said that the BOE is unable to enter into multi-year lease agreements and that in order for the BOE to enter into a multi-lease agreement for computers, that the BOS must authorize the First Selectman to sign the agreement.  W. O’Brien MOVED to authorize the First Selectman to sign the multi-year lease agreement for school computers as presented.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0.

 
13.	EXECUTIVE SESSION
13.1	Real estate pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation pursuant to CT State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel pursuant to CT State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A);  C. Vance MOVED to enter into Executive Session to discuss real estate with J. Luiz and Ann Dunnack present at 7:55 pm.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0. Executive Session ended at 8:09 pm. 

14.	ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to adjourn at 8:10 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next regular meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, July 3, 2012 at 7:00 pm.

	Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona

