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      COLUMBIA CONSERVATION AND AGRICULTURE COMMISSION  
            SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
       Thursday, February 21, 2013– 7:00 p.m. 
       Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 
               323 Route 87, Columbia, CT     
 
Members Present:  Jim Corso, Chairman Linda McDonald, Vice-Chair Margaret Verizzi, 
Ann Dunnack 
 
Members Excused:  David Szegda 
 
Others Present:  Andrea Stannard, Judy Senkbeil 
 
Call to Order:  L. McDonald called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Audience of Citizens:  A. Stannard from the Historical Society updated the Commission 
on the progress with the upcoming Oxenfest workshop on June 1, 2013 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m.  The Recreation Department will advertise the event on the Rec Facebook 
page and the Town’s website.  The Szegda Farms Management Committee is organizing 
the sale of goat cheese and wine and will conduct trail walks.  There will be a blacksmith 
demonstration. There is the possibility of having Rick Spencer sing historical and 
agricultural work songs at the event.  L. McDonald will contact Ivy Coleman about a 
sheep shearing demonstration as well.  A. Stannard needs volunteers the day of event to 
help with parking and demonstrations.  The CCAC, who is co-sponsoring this event with 
the Historical Society, will help out and have a CCAC information table.    
 
1. NEW BUSINESS:  No new business. 
 
2.         OLD BUSINESS 
2.1 Mono Pond discussion:  L. McDonald distributed materials to the members for 

review.  A. Dunnack will contact Gregory Bugbee from the CT Agricultural 
Experiment Station to set a date to speak at a future CCAC meeting regarding his 
findings on the water quality of Mono Pond.      

 
2.1 PZC/IWWC Applications & Site Walks:  The PZC application materials dated 

12/4/12 and site plan dated 2/1/13 of Melissa Lussen for a commercial horse 
operation with events and indoor riding arena at 196 Pine Street, Columbia, CT 
were reviewed and discussed by the Conservation and Agriculture Commission.  
Discussion followed. 

 
A. Dunnack MOVED to submit a letter to the PZC recommending, as a condition 
of approval, the manure storage area include a concrete pad with three sides 
and a permanent roof rather than tarp covering to protect the nearby water 
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bodies and the manure storage area be located more than 200’ from a property 
boundary and that the applicant be required under the zoning regulations to 
provide continuous cover in all pasture areas.  J. Corso SECONDED.  MOTION 
CARRIED 4:0:0. 

 

2.2 Scheduling Conservation Easements Monitoring:  L. McDonald reported that no 
monitoring appointments will be scheduled until the snow cover is gone. 

 
2.3 Workshops for 2013:  J. Corso said he may be unable to conduct a second 

workshop on backyard chickens.  L. McDonald will contact Columbia seasonal 
resident Linda Hopper on the possibility of conducting a small tour of her rain 
garden in the summer.   

 
3. CORRESPONDENCE:  A. Dunnack and Paul Ramsey from the Open Space 

Committee will attend the CT Land Conservation Council 29th Annual CT Land 
Conservation Conference on 3/23/13:  “Can Open Space be Permanently 
Protected?”  

  
4.  BOARD COMMENTS:  M. Verizzi and L. McDonald will attend the 2nd Annual CT 

Agriculture Commission Conference in Hampton on 2/23/13. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT:  A. Dunnack MOVED to ADJORN the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  J. 

Corso SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda H. McDonald 
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