Columbia Conservation and Agriculture Commission
Regular Meeting Thursday, October 2,  2014

Minutes Draft
The meeting was called to order at 7:05.

Present: Members   Paul Ramsey,  Tom McGrath, Christopher McGrath,  Christopher Tolsdorf and Ann Dunnack.   
Approval of Minutes: 9/4/2014 motion made by Christopher Tolsdorf, 2nd Paul Ramsey passed unanimously
 Audience of Citizens:  None
Correspondence:  There were several notices of upcoming conferences that the CCAC members might be interested in.  

· CCAIWC – Saturday November 15th in Wallingford – Chris Tolsdorf might be interested

· UCONN - Invasive Species – Tuesday October 7th – Paul Ramsey, Chris Tolsdorf are interested

· CLCC – a calendar of workshops throughout the year .
1. Old Business


1.1 Town Agricultural Grant

· Jonathan -Need to put line item in the budget for this prior to 2015/01.

· There is strong support from the Town farming community for this.  Ann will work to produce contact lists,  an Email list and Phone Tree,  of all the farmers that might take advantage of this program.  Ann will work with the Town Assessor to try and get a complete list. Once the list is assembled CCAC will distribute information to all and make them aware of CCAC and BOS meetings where their presence in support of the program would be in their interest.
· Ann Dunnack and Chris Tolsdorf will be scheduling a meeting with Jonathan Luiz to improve the wording on the current draft so that the BOS can get the requisition for the funds into the current budget cycle 2014-2015

· Jonathan suggested that the grant be a reimbursement grant. CCAC rejected this suggestion in that it was counter to the purpose of creating the grant program.

· Application Packet – Chris Tolsdorf will work on a draft

· Recommendation is 
· that Jonathan be the recipient of the Application Packets and that he will timestamp them and verify that they are complete prior to forwarding to CCAC.

· CCAC will review the applications and forward with recommendation to act to the BOS.  The process will be similar to the way Lake Management operates. A part of the review process may include a site visit from CCAC.
· BOS will select 1 or more for receiving the Grant.


1.2 Mono Pond Invasive Aquatic Plants

· Jonathan - -Needs to put line item in the budget for this prior to 2015/01.

· Recommendation to send formal correspondence from CCAC to the Lake Management Committee and the Inlands Wetlands Committee on the proposal for Mono Pond.  Asking them to send their review of the proposal as formal correspondence with CCAC and the BOS.

· The BOS need to educate themselves on how property values and related tax revenue are both positively and negatively impacted by how aquatic invasive plants are managed or not managed.  East Haddam found that the costs of aquatic invasive plant maintenance was much lower than the income from property taxes on well maintained lakes.  It added value. 

· The BOS had mentioned they would like the Limnologist Dr Kortman who has worked on Columbia Lake to review the chemical application option and give his opinion.  CCAC has not been notified yet of any dates for this meeting.
· Paul Ramsey will try to get the First Selectmen of East Haddam Mark Walter http://www.easthaddam.org who has extensive experience with dealing with invasive aquatic plants to attend a BOS meeting.  Paul Ramsey will also try to get Limnologist Dr George Knoecklein -Northeast Aquatic Research in Mansfield to attend a BOS meeting. http://www.northeastaquaticresearch.net/info.
· Paul Ramsey, Chris Tolsdorf are planning to attend UCONN Invasive species seminar
· Columbia has not lived up to its shared obligations with the State of CT on managing Mono Pond.  The State is the Primary Manager and the Town of Columbia is the Cooperator.
· Apparently Columbia has not filed the annual reports with the state that are required in the agreement to be filed by February 1st of each year to the Director of the State Parks Division.
· Apparently Columbia has not been mowing the property as required in the agreement.   But it appears that Columbia has been doing the snow plowing. We need understand the facts on this. 
· Apparently Columbia has not sought funds from the CT Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program Stewardship Account

1.3 Conservation Easement Monitoring

· Tom and Chris McGrath will try to start doing the easement monitoring in late October, when the leaves are down and before the snow.

1.4 Trail Maintenance

· Ann Dunnack reported that the Utley Hill trails were in good shape.  She also noted that she was getting 8-12 high school aged students as volunteers 1 hour a week for 4 weeks to help her with the Utley hill (Chris Czarnowski) trail.  Ann noted the swamp above Columbia Lake is very low this year
· Tom McGrath/Chris McGrath reported that the Island Woods trails and the Szegda Farm trails were in good shape
2. New Business

1.1 Earth Day 2015 – April 22
· Do something with samples and examples of the invasive species in Columbia Aquatic and other.  Focus on how the migration of these plants will impact property and property values in Columbia.   
1.2 Collaboration with Historical Society’s April Program  

· Columbia’s historical society is interested in developing a program for April 2015 that would involve the CCAC participation.  History of Agriculture in Columbia. 
· Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom McGrath
