
Columbia Conservation and Agriculture Commission 

Regular Meeting Thursday, June 4,  2015 

Minutes   

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. 

Present:  Members   Paul Ramsey,  Anthony Ortiz, Tom McGrath, Chris McGrath, Ann Dunnack 

Absent:  Walt Tabor, Chris Tolsdorf 

Approval of Minutes: 5/7/2015 motion made by Paul Ramsey, Chris McGrath 2nd , passed unanimously  

Audience of Citizens:  Erin McGrath 

1. Old Business 

 1.1 Mono Pond Invasive Aquatic Plants 

 Ann will ask BOS if Dr Kortman is scheduled  to look at Mono Pond this year. 

 Ann will ask BOS about role DPW will continue to play in maintaining Mono Pond.  Parking 
lot and boat launch were not snow plowed this past winter and they need to be done to give 
access to parking for  ice fishing, ice skating, hiking etc. 

 
 1.2 Conservation Easement Monitoring 

 Tom and Chris McGrath will try to start doing the easement monitoring again later this year. 

 1.3 Trail Maintenance 

 Ann Dunnack reported Utley Hill trails in good shape.  UCONN ECO group planning to put a 
bridge in on the trails August 28th 

 Tom McGrath reported that  the Szegda farm trails are good and that he will be checking the 
Island Woods trails June. 

 Ann reported that there is possible money available targeted for work on Airline trail and 
East Coast Greenway. 

 Ann reported that there is discussion starting again to develop trail access to Columbia Lake, 
Rec. Park (Squier property) and Szegda farm (Middleman’s field)from the center of town. 

 
1.4  Planning projects 

  Farm Tours – Anthony Ortiz to head up.   Looking to doing tours of local farms 
possibly August and September this year.  2 Committed so far, Ron Szegda and Ivy 
Coleman.  Other possible candidates for later events are Walt Tabor, Jim Corso, 
Chris Cobb 

1.5 2014-2015 Budget (POCD map posters) 

 Approximately $200 remains in 2014-2015 budget.  Use the money for poster 
displays for the August 28th Farmers Market in Columbia 



 

2. New Business 

2.1 PZC/IWWCC site walk/reviews 

 2 site walks are scheduled for 06/11? at 6pm .  65 Erdoni road and Rte 66 Squier/Wickford 
village.  Chris McGrath and Tom McGrath plan to attend  

 
       2.2. Town Agricultural Grant 

 Paul Ramsey shared with the committee the application form used by Guilford CT for Farm 
Building Tax Exemption.  
http://www.ci.guilford.ct.us/pdf/assessor-farm-building-exemption.pdf 

 Tom McGrath shared with the committee that many towns now offer farm building and 
farm equipment tax exemptions http://ctplanningforagriculture.com/tax-policies.php 

 Committee agreed that this needs to be brought back as a priority topic with the new Town 
Administrator. Chris McGrath volunteered to mock up the Guilford form with Columbia Data 
for example.  And then committee will schedule to meet with Town Administrator to 
discuss. 

 
2.3 Other   

 Ann distributed CT handbook for Conservation Committees to members. 

 Ann reported that the Columbia Recreation Department is starting up the farmer’s market 
again this August 28th at Town Hall area. 

 Ann reported that the new Town Administrator is applying for a Recycling Incentive Grant 
and that the CCAG should be involved 

 Need to update the brochure published by town on farms in town.. with date of publication 
and contact for publication.  Should consider mailing out to all who are listed on brochure 
asking for updates and any missing farms 

 Tom reported that the Szegda Farm Management Committee met with the new Town 
Administrator and that there is a commitment from the Town to upgrade the lawn mower 
for July of 2015.  Tom reported that Ron Szegda has offered to donate a 1500 gallon water 
tank to be used as storage and gravity feed to water community garden.  

  

Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Tom McGrath 
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