Town of Columbia
Financial Planning and Allocation Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
	Wednesday, November 18, 2015 – 7 pm
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT. 06237

 Members Present: Chairman Earnest Sharpe; Vice Chairman Judy Ortiz; Richard Szegda;  
 Kelley Peck.
Also Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Town Administrator Natasha Nau; Chris  
 Tolsdorf; Ann Dunnack; Shirley King; Don Schofield; Paul Ramsey and Millie Ramsey. 

1. Call to Order: E. Sharpe called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes
3.1        Approval of October 21, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes: J. Ortiz MOVED to 
             approve the minutes of October 21, 2015 as presented. R. Szegda SECONDED the 
             MOTION and it CARRIED 3:0:1 with E. Sharpe abstaining.

4. Presentation to FiPAC from Open Space Committee: Ann Dunnack stated that the Open Space Committee will be explaining the financial benefits as well as importance of Open Space in its presentation. Chris Tolsforf began the presentation, explaining that once the results of the survey on Open Space was completed in 1995, a number of public hearings were held to gather input from residents regarding the priorities of Open Space. He stated that farmland preservation and water quality points of importance in addition to protecting water resources for drinking and recreational purposes, protecting large forested blocks for groundwater recharge and for wildlife habitat, protecting prime agricultural soils and for productive and scenic farms, protecting scenic and historic resources and maintaining character. C. Tolsdorf explained that the next step consisted of the creation of maps to help locate priority wetlands, habitat, soils, scenic vistas and historic resources, hiking trails, etc. All of this information went into the 2006 POCD. C. Tolsdorf presented the Open Space Committee’s rating sheet and what calculations go into prioritizing a piece of land. C. Tolsdorf then discussed the three ways in which Open Space may be purchased. These methods include: fee simple, fee in lieu and by way of conservation easement. C. Tolsdoft and A. Dunnack discussed the benefits of Open Space. Some of the benefits are as follows: lower taxes, improved financial ratings, lower utility costs, increased property values, business opportunities.

J. Ortiz asked if the Committee is looking to purchase any land in particular at this time. A. Dunnack stated that they are very interested in multiple pieces of land in the southwest corner (Mint Brook and Wellswood corner) area of town. She explained that this area contains very high priority wetlands and a large amount of undeveloped land. K. Peck asked what efforts the Open Space Committee put forth to acquire dollars to fund the Open Space line. A. Dunnack explained that since the Open Space Committee is strictly volunteers, they are limited to what they can do. They attend numerous conferences and workshops (CT Farmland Trust, Joshua’s Trust, etc.) to learn and search more avenues to assist with funding. C. Tolsdorf explained that some towns obtain a fixed amount of money in their Open Space account to allow flexibility to apply for grants when needed, while other towns bond and some towns build up an account over time and borrow as needed. This money is protected in the Open Space fund and designated for that use only. A. Dunnack stated that the state DEEP workshop she attended discussed an Open Space grant which will fund 65%; however the town must be able to show that a financial plan to fund this is in place prior to applying. Discussion followed. 

 E. Sharpe would like to get an estimated dollar figure prior to “putting money aside.” Open Space proposed researching and comparing to other towns comparable to Columbia and bring the data and information back to FiPAC. E. Sharpe stated that he would prefer more communication between Open Space and FiPAC versus looking into what other towns are doing. N. Nau and FiPAC will work on communication to prepare in advance for the budget. FiPAC may hold executive sessions with N. Nau so she can inform the Commission of prospective land sales that are discussed in BOS executive sessions.

5.	      Correspondence
5.1	      BOS 10/20/15 Regular Meeting Minutes
5.2	      BOS 11/4/15 Special Meeting Minutes		
5.3       BOE 10/26/15 Special Meeting Minutes
5.4       BOE 11/2/15 Regular Meeting Minutes
5.5       Fiscal Policy Board 11/4/15 Regular Meeting Minutes

6.	     New Business
6.1	     Transfers: None.

7.	     Old Business
7.1      Budget Process Review
· FY 2016-17 Proposed pipeline projects
Discussion regarding questions for the Tri Board meeting took place. L. Fearon would like to discuss special ed. N. Nau stated that Superintendent Lol Fearon would like to speak to the Commission about Special Ed and suggested a discussion take place at the upcoming December Tri Board meeting. FiPAC was in agreement.

N. Nau reviewed pipeline projects for the 2016-17 Operating and Capital budgets to the Commission. Discussion followed.
		         
8.	Audience of Citizens: None.

E. Sharpe thanked R. Szegda for his service on FiPAC for his service. R. Szegda commended Ernie and FiPAC on the great job they do and thanked everyone, stating it has been a pleasure. 

9.	     Next Meeting: The next meeting will be a Tri Board meeting held on December 16, 
           2015 at 7 pm in the Conference Room. 

10.	     Adjournment: R. Szegda MOVED to adjourn at 9:59 pm. and the MOTION 
     CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
