
 

 

Town of Columbia 

Financial Planning and Allocation Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 Wednesday, September 21, 2016 - 7 pm  

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room  

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT. 06237 

 

Members Present: Chairman Earnest Sharpe; Judy Ortiz; Kelley Peck; Todd Shepard; Richard 

Szegda; Dean Toepfer.    

 

Also present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Town Administrator Mark Walter; Superintendent 

Lol Fearon; Finance Director Bev Ciurylo; BOE Member Kathy Tolsdorf. 

 

Call to Order: E. Sharpe called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

2.    Audience of Citizens: None.  

 

4.       Approval of Minutes: 

       4.1        Approval of FiPAC August 17, 2016 Meeting Minutes: J. Ortiz MOVED to 

approve the FiPAC August 17, 2016 meeting minutes with the following revisions:  

  - Correct: BOE Chair David Crim to BOE Member David Crim under “Also Present”  

  - Add: Town Administrator Mark Walter under “Also Present” 

  - Item 6.1, paragraph 2 state, “(MOA) form” and it should state, “(MOA) from” 

   R. Szegda SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0. 

   

5.     Correspondence: 

5.1    Email from Superintendent Lol Fearon dated 9/9/16 re: CT Coalition for Justice 

in Education Funding (CCJEF) Ruling: L. Fearon stated that the BOE has 

appointed themselves as a committee and will begin to looking at options in depth at 

special meetings over the next months. He explained that they should know more by 

the end of the school year. K. Peck asked if the CCJEF ruling is a concern. L. Fearon 

stated that the ruling is under appeal but could have implications. Discussion 

followed. Supreme Court has accepted the task to take a look at ruling again.  

5.2    BOS Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, August 18, 2016 

5.3    BOS Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, September 6, 2016 

5.4     BOE Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, September 6, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6.    Old Business: 

6.1    Non-Lapsing Education Account: FiPAC reviewed the draft Resolution. E. Sharpe 

discussed his recommendations with FiPAC. Discussion followed. 

 

    J. Ortiz MOVED to approve the following Resolution for a Non-Lapsing Education 

Account, as discussed and revised by FiPAC: 

 
THE FINANCIAL PLANNING AND ALLOCATION COMMISSION FOR THE TOWN OF 

COLUMBIA hereby resolves to establish a non-lapsing account for the deposit of unexpended 

education funds. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §10-248a, for the fiscal year ended 

June 30, 2016, and each fiscal year thereafter, the authority making appropriations for the school 

district for a town may deposit into a non-lapsing account any unexpended funds from the prior 

fiscal year from the budgeted appropriation for education for the town, provided such amount 

does not exceed one percent of the total budgeted appropriation for education for such prior fiscal 

year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Columbia Board of Education (BOE) may, from time to time, have such 

unexpended funds in a fiscal year and may request that the Columbia Financial Planning and 

Allocation Commission (FiPAC) approve the deposit of all or a portion of such unexpended funds 

into such non-lapsing account, up to the amount authorized by state law, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Columbia Financial Planning and Allocation Commission desires to have funds 

available to meet unanticipated special education costs and other extraordinary or emergency 

expenditures which may arise, then  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Columbia Financial Planning and Allocation Commission hereby 

establishes the Unexpended Education Funds Account (the “Account”) which shall be a non-

lapsing account established pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §10-248a, and by this 

resolution the Columbia Financial Planning and Allocation Commission hereby directs the Town 

Administrator of the Town of Columbia to create and maintain said Account in accordance with 

the usual practices for financial accounts held in the name of the Town of Columbia.  

 

With the approval of FiPAC the BOE may expend funds from this account for unbudgeted 

expenses. 

 

At the request of the BOE, and with the approval of a Town Meeting, FiPAC may transfer money 

from the Account to the Town’s Capital Reserve Fund in order to fund BOE Capital Projects.   

 

     K. Peck SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0. 

    

 J. Ortiz MOVED to transfer funds up to and not to exceed $80,000 into said Non-

Lapsing Education Account. R. Szegda SECONDED the MOTION. Discussion 

followed. J. Ortiz WITHDREW MOTION. 

  

K. Peck MOVED that FiPAC approve upon written request from BOE, the funding of 

a Non- Lapsing Education Account in an amount up to, and to not exceed, $80,000. 

E. Sharpe SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0.  

 

   T. Shepard stated he will be attending a meeting with Representative Ackert, M. 

Walter and L. Fearon on Friday, September 23, 2016 at the State Education Building 

to discuss MBR/Budget.  

 



 

 

       7.          New Business:  

7.1        State Budget: M. Walter stated that he has not received any new information 

pertaining to the state budget.  

7.2        Capital Project Funding: E. Sharpe stated that he would like to be sure that the 

Capital budget process is handled correctly this year. M. Walter suggested 

creating a committee of representatives from all key Boards/Commissions that 

consist of Capital Projects. He explained that this committee would meet and 

then report to FiPAC. He stated that FiPAC should have a representative on the 

committee, as well as the BOS. FiPAC create a representative committee of all 

key board/commissions that have capital projects. C. Vance stated that BOS 

creates capital project list, keep this in mind. This group would assist the BOS in 

creating the long range capital plan.  

 7.3     Open Space 

  Funding evaluation process: J. Ortiz feels that it would be beneficial for 

FiPAC to be present at Open Space and BOS meetings so they can gather 

information to base decisions on more than just cost. C. Vance feels that during 

budget process, if Open Space is looking to purchase a piece of land, it would be 

beneficial to provide the initial presentation to both FiPAC and BOS. E. Sharpe 

stated that he feels it is important to find out what Columbia’s overall Open 

Space goal percentage is. No one has evaluated this as a process and it needs to 

be done. C. Vance stated that the Open Space committee has an entire process for 

coming up with the land they choose. M. Walter stated that Open Space just had 

a meeting and discussed a privately funded group known as the “TRUST FOR 

PUBLIC LAND”. He stated that this group evaluates whether or not a “big 

picture plan” is worthy of their help/funding. If it deems to be so, they will help 

connect a community to the outdoors. They generate public funding for parks and 

open space. M. Walter explained that this Trust has expressed an interest in the 

Wells Woods property and will be performing an evaluation. Their goal is to help 

Wells Woods become a community forest.  He will keep FiPAC informed of the 

outcome.  Discussion followed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         7.4     Transfers: D. Toepfer MOVED to approve the following transfers: 
TRANSFER # / AMOUNT FROM A/C# / 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C # / DESCRIPTION 

2016-060 / $527 10-4520-130, 

IWWC, Legal Notices 

10-4520-010, 

 IWWC, Salaries 

2016-065 / $684 10-4112-515,  

Admin. Contracted Services 

10-4412-460, 

Admin. Commercial Insurance 

2016-066 / $1,020 10-4112-022,  

Admin. Unemployment Comp. 

10-4112-130, 

Admin. Legal Notices 

 J. Ortiz SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0. 

E. Sharpe MOVED to approve the following transfers:  
TRANSFER # / AMOUNT FROM A/C# / 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C # / DESCRIPTION 

2016-067 / $2,400 10-4410-011, Salaries DPW 

OT 

10-4410-010, Salaries DPW 

2016-067 / $6 10-4410-240, DPW Fuel 10-4410-300, DPW Supplies 

2016-067 / $633 

(TOTAL 2016-067/ $3,039) 

 

10-4410-240, DPW Fuel 10-4410-610, DPW 

Bldgs/Grounds, Rep/Maint.  

2016-068 / $646 10-4112-040, Admin. Group 

Insurance 

10-4620-120, Library 

Telephone 

2016-068 / $1,875 10-4112-040, Admin. Group 

Insurance 

10-4620-120, Library 

Electricity 

2016-068 / $3,166 

(TOTAL 2016-068 / $5,687) 

10-4112-040, Admin. Group 

Insurance 

10-4620-240, Library Fuel 

K. Peck SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0. 

 

8.         Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 19, 2016 at 7 

pm.  

 

9.         Adjournment: T. Shepard MOVED to ADJOURN at 9:05 pm and the MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   


