
 
TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE COMMISSION  
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT Monday, January 4, 2016-7:00 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 

Members Present:  Chairman/ John Allen,  Carol Ann Jaswinski, Ron Wikholm, William Ross, Ian Dann 

Members Absent: Vice-Chair/Tom Archambault, Tip Garritt 

Staff Present:  Wetlands Agent/John Valente, Board Clerk/Kelly McGuire 

Others Present:  Edward Pelletier L.S., Chris Ramm and Glenn Keegan/Hometown Builders, Richard 

Nassiff 

Changes to Agenda:  2.1 on agenda will have a formal presentation, 2.3 on agenda will be removed and 

is indicated as 5.3 under Administrative Report, 2.3 will now be Gayle and James Mulligan, 9 Nuhfer 

Drive.   

J. Allen MOVED to APPROVE the changes to the agenda.  W. Ross SECONDED.  Motion Carried 5:0:0.   

1.  Old Business  - None 

2.  New Business  - See 2.1 below 
2.1 Formal presentation given by Edward Pelletier on behalf of Hometown Builders LLC for 
 application  IWW-1516-13, 117 Route 66 East, Columbia, CT.  
 
 Mr. Pelletier described  this location as being between Columbia Motor Sports and Horizon  
 Realty on Route 66, and as an abandoned house with which they wish to tear down and replace  
 with a new two story commercial building.  There will be a beauty salon on the first floor and an  
 office space on the second floor.  He further explained that there is an active well on site, but a 
 new septic will need to be installed.  Appropriate applications have been made or will be 
 submitted to the DOT.  They also wish to put up a maintenance garage on the East side of the  
 new building.  They have met with drainage engineer with DOT.  They will continue to use the 
 basin and swale that already exist, but will add a small grass retention area to slow down water 
 drainage and reduce the time of concentration.  He pointed out few intermittent watercourses 
 that exist on the property.  In order to install the septic, he explained that they will be adding a 
 15" solid pipe in order to satisfy the health code requirements.  There is a stone  retaining wall 
 that leads to head wall.  They will be repairing this wall in order in order to keep water in the 
 existing channel.   
 
 J. Valente distributed a copy of the application to Members.  R. Wikholm MOVED to RECEIVE the 
 application IWW-1516-13, Hometown Builders LLC, 117 Route 66, Columbia, CT.  Demolition of 
 existing residential building and construction of new building in Manufacturing Zone. W. Ross 
 SECONDED.  Motion carried 5:0:0.   
 



 J. Valente further described the lot and the water courses to Members.  Members decided to 
 walk this site  on their own versus holding a formal site walk.   
 
2.2 IWW-1516-15:  R. Wikholm MOVED to RECEIVE the application for Richard Nassiff Jr to construct 
 house addition, garage, deck, lake wall and porch in the upland review area at 11 Webster Ln, 
 Columbia, CT.  Assessors map 13D, Lot 6.  C. Jaswinski SECONDED.  Motion carried 5:0:0. 
 
 Richard Nassiff described his plans.  He has a 26'x36' cape cod style home and wishes to add an  
 8'x26' addition with a basement on the West elevation of the existing house.  He also wishes to 
 construct a 26'x24' garage on the Southern side.  He explained that the entire roof structure will 
 be removed in order to convert the cape cod style to a Colonial style home.  There will be a 7' 
 porch along the front and a 4' walkway around the house.  They also wish to expand the existing 
 deck by 8' but will not change the size or location of the existing patio.   
 
 Mr. Nassiff explained that all excavation materials will be taken off site with the exception of 
 that will be used as fill for certain sink holes around his property.  He described being given               
 incorrect advice long ago in the burial of tree stumps which have caused sinkholes around the 
 property.  He further explained that the roof drains to an infiltration system and has provided 
 nutrient allocations on the plans.   
 
 He has made application with Board of Selectmen for the repair of his lake retaining wall, and 
 this item will be heard at their meeting on Tuesday evening.  Years ago, a contractor did not 
 build the wall according to the specs, and it is sagging in the middle.  He described the need for 
 the wall to be 18" below the lake bed, and his is not.  The excavation will be done from uphill.  
 The product used for the wall is VersaLock.  W. Ross suggested that he consult with VersaLock  
 engineers in order to get specifics on the repair to avoid this happening again.  There was much 
 discussion on this topic.    
 
 I. Dann asks about the timing of the construction.  Per R. Nassiff, he plans on April/May 2016.  
 The lake wall will be first, and then the construction on the house.   
 
 A formal site walk is scheduled for this property on 1/16/16 at 8:00 am.   
 
2.3 IWW-1516-17:  R. Wikholm MOVED to RECEIVE  the application for Gayle and James Mulligan at 
 9 Nuhfer Dr, Columbia, CT.  To move existing sea wall and install new sea wall on Columbia Lake.  
 W. Ross SECONDED.  Motion carried 5:0:0.  
 
 Formal site walk scheduled at approximately 8:30 am on 1/16/16.   
 
2.4 Nominations of officers for 2016:  W. Ross MOVED to ELECT the same officers in 2016 as are  
 currently in existence.  C. Jaswinski SECONDED.  Motion carried 5:0:0.   
 
2.5 Elections of officers for 2016:  please see above (2.4)  
 
2.6 Bylaws:  W. Ross MOVED to APPROVE the bylaws as currently constitued.  I. Dann SECONDED.  
 Motion carried 5:0:0 
 
2.7 POCD: Review at next meeting 



 
3. Audience of Citizens:  None 
 
4. Commission Open Discussion:  J. Allen asked for results of drone discussion from last meeting.    
 Per J. Valente, he discussed this with the Town Administrator, Natasha Nau.  He also priced the 
 drones.  Members discussed circumstances where a drone would be helpful.  N. Nau will look 
 into this further but there may be a liability concern.  W. Ross feels there is no replacement 
 for eyes and boots on the ground.  This idea is on hold for the time being.    
 
 C. Jaswinski asked about the logging on Hunt Road, as she has observed two different logging  
 locations.   
 
 J. Allen asked J. Valente if he received the letter from Mr. Bailey concerning the Pelletier 
 Subdivision.  Per J. Valente, Mr. Bailey has signed off on the current plan.   
 
5. Administrative Report:    
 
5.1 IWW-1516-11 - Administrative Approval of application of Stephen & Louise Cooke to place a   
 hot tub in the upland review area at 112 Route 87, Columbia, CT.  
 
5.2 IWW-1516-12 - Administrative Approval of application of Edward Pelletier L.S. for modification 
 of previously approved application (IWWC-1516-02) for minor modifications to house and 
 driveway layouts for two (2) single family dwellings in the upland review area at 15 Latham Hill 
 Rd, Columbia, CT.  
 
5.3 IWW-1516-14 - Administrative Approval of application of Pamela Stender to construct a storage  
 shed in the upland review area at 40 Hennequin Rd, Columbia, CT.  
 
6. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of November 2, 2015:  
 C. Jaswinski MOVED to APPROVE the November 2, 2015 regular meeting minutes.  R. Wikholm 
 SECONDED.  Motion carried 5:0:0.   
 
7.  Correspondence:  None 
 
8. Adjournment:  
 C. Jaswinski MOVED to ADJOURN at 8.28 pm.  W. Ross SECONDED.  Motion carried 5:0:0.   
 
 
 Respectfully Submitted,  
  
 Kelly McGuire, Board Clerk 
 
 
  
 


