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TOWN OF COLUMBIA 
INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE COMMISSION 

       Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

Monday, October 5, 2015-7:00 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES and MOTIONS 

 
 
 
Members Present:  Vice Chairman Tom Archambault, Carol Ann Jaswinski, William Ross, Tip Garritt 
 
Members Absent:  Secretary Ron Wikholm, Ian Dann, Chairman John Allen 
 
Staff Present:  Wetlands Agent John Valente and Board Clerk Kelly McGuire  
Others Present:   John Ianni, Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McKnerney, John Jamieson, John Wilkinson, Wes 

Wentworth, Paul Pelletier, Natasha Nau - Town Administrator 
 
Call to Order:  T. Achambault called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
Roll Call:  There was a quorum. 
Changes/Additions to the Agenda:   None 
Audience of Citizens:  No audience of citizens  
 

 
1. Old Business   
 
1.1 IWW 1516-01:  Application of John Jamieson and John Wilkinson aka John’s Scrap Metal,   

owner OSWA-LLC, 14 Grand Place, Newtown, CT. Location of activity 223 (209) Route 6. 
Assessor’s map 6, lot 35.   Activity, conduct a scrap metal business within the Upland Review 
Area.  The sorting and processing of scrap metal on a concrete pad.  Cutting and processing of 
firewood.    

 
J. Valente distributed a recent submission to Members along with a project description which was 
submitted previously for comparison.  The site was walked by Members on September 26, 2015.  J. 
Valente explained that the applicants will be going before the Planning and Zoning Committee once the 
process is completed in IWWC.  He recapped the project for the Members, and explained the applicants 
are complying with the recommendations with two exceptions.  One exception is that the applicants are 
asking not to be required to provide a cover on every container, as there are some containers where 
stored materials do not warrant a cover.  J. Valente explained that the applicants have been before the 
Storm Water section at DEP in the 1990’s but after months of monitoring; the DEP decided there was no 
longer a need to continue.  The reason for the need to resubmit to DEP recently was because there 
appeared to be a direct swale that found its way into a watercourse.  To guard against the discharge of 
storm water, the applicants have installed a large retention settling basin which is designed for a five 
year event.  There are two other areas on the property where there are hay bales, silt fence and 
woodchip berms.  J. Valente reminded the Members, as observed at the site walk, that it was very 
obvious where the water was ponding.  The applicants now propose to install two additional retention 
basins.  By doing so at these two locations, all surface flow water is addressed on the site.  The 
applicants have also proposed to put a canopy over the existing concrete pad where metals are 
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processed.  This will further prevent any discharge from anything contaminated running to the 
neighboring wetlands.  
 
J. Valente asked the applicants to address the Members to explain the processing of metals when a 
consumer drops something off.   The applicants explained that any item is first inspected to make sure it 
has been cleaned and there is no fluid remaining in the item.  T. Garritt asks what happens if there IS 
fluid.  The applicants explained that they will not take an item that has fluid because it needs to be cut in 
half.  The next step is that the item will be transported to the outdoor concrete pad (which will 
eventually have a canopy) and will be cut up and or flattened.  The applicants further explained that at 
present, this process takes place in this location, but the metal pieces are placed into containers.  The 
applicants then asked if they are able to store piles of metals on the concrete pad/under the canopy 
without using containers, as they have a safety concern for their employees.  J. Valente answered by 
saying that the concern of the IWWC is about potential contaminants flowing into the wetlands, and 
based on their plan to create a swale to the retention basins, in addition to the fact the pieces of metal 
are void of fluids, this shouldn’t be an issue.   
T. Archambault asks how the canopy will shed the water.  The applicants explained that the canopy will 
have a 5’ pitch completely away from the actual work area. The water will then hit another concrete pad 
which is empty.  They further explained that they will install a concrete retaining wall beside it and there 
will be a 20’ drop on three sides and four columns with piers on each side that will carry an 80’ span.  T. 
Archambault asks about excavation needed for the canopy.  The applicants explained that they will 
leave the railroad tie retaining wall and build a concrete wall in front of it, and then they will back fill the 
area between the walls.  They further explained that the water will shed to the East of the retaining wall 
which is a considerable distance to the wetlands.   T. Archambault asks about the most recent revision 
not mentioning plans for top soil.  J. Valente explained that the original plan addressed the topsoil by a 
10’ buffer around the treed area which will top soiled and seeded.  T. Archambault asks if there is a cross 
section on the retention ponds.  J. Valente said no, and will outline this as a condition that the size 
should be based on the scale that is there, and the depth should be 6” above the water table and will be 
determined at a field inspection at the time of installation of the retention basins.  
 
T. Garritt MOVED to APPROVE, with conditions, the application of John Jamieson and John Wilkinson aka 
John’s Scrap Metal to conduct a scrap metal business within the Upland Review Area.  Buying, selling, 
processing and packaging of scrap metal, sorting and processing of scrap metal on a concrete pad.  
Location of activity at 223 (209) Route 6, Assessor’s map 6, lot 35.   C. Jaswinski SECONDED.  MOTION 
CARRIED 4:0:0.   
   
1.2 IWW-1415-21:  Application of Kevin McKnerney to fill in wetlands behind house to increase 

lawn area at 65 Erdoni Rd., Columbia, Ct, Assessor's map 15, lot 6 and assessor's map 14, lot 8 in 
the LAR zone.   

 
J. Valente asks applicant what is the difference on the revision from 10/1/15.  The applicant, Kevin 
McKnerney, explains that he will change the rock wall location to 25’ back.  His plans are to plant 
dogwood trees and plantings behind the grass area and in front of the wall.  J. Ianni explained that the 
only other change is to move the fill at the area where the old shed was.  J. Valente confirms there is not 
800 square feet in area (as shown on plan) and said for the record that there are a couple of plans where 
the limits are hand drawn and estimated versus truly to scale at 65’.  J. Valente also explains that the 
plan is to grade outside the area at the basement door in an effort to prevent water from penetrating.  
The other proposal is to have a stone line swale (not grass) at 100’ not to extend to rear of property but 
to the culvert.  At present, the water meanders and settles at any depression.  This will facilitate the 
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water to move away from the area they intend to utilize.  T. Archambault asks what they intend to do 
with soil that is removed from the shed location.  The applicant said he plans to move it around to the 
area where water continues penetrating his basement.  W. Ross wanted to clarify the most recent 
proposal of 10/1/15 which indicates a 75’ foot lawn when it was previously agreed upon at 65’.  Mrs. 
McKnerney states that this was a clerical error on her part in “cutting and pasting” for the new proposal.  
J. Valente said he recognized the error just before the meeting, but planned to address the specifics in 
his conditions of approval.  J. Valente said he will inspect it at installation to make sure that this is done 
as outlined.  The applicants will submit a corrected narrative as quickly as possible, and as their agent J. 
Ianni outlines, the plans are correct and only the narrative is incorrect.  J. Valente confirms he is satisfied 
with this solution so that the application can proceed.   
 
T. Garritt MOVED to APPROVE, with conditions, the application of Kevin McKnerney to fill wetlands to 
extend lawn area to 65’, to create a drainage swale to direct storm water, to grade around home to shed 
storm water from basement, to remove fill from wetlands, to stabilize site and minimize impacts to 
wetlands at 65 Erdoni Rd., Columbia, CT, Assessor's map 15, lot 6 and assessor's map 14, lot 8 in the LAR 
zone.  W. Ross SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.   

   
    
1.3  IWW-1516-02: Application of Paul Pelletier to construct (2) single family dwellings with 

associated septic, well, driveway, foundation drains, utilities, etc. in the upland review area at 15 
Latham Hill Road, Columbia, CT  

 
W. Wentworth points to map and recaps where Members walked at the site walk on September 26, 
2015.  He states there have been no plan revisions since last meeting and asks if Members have any 
questions.  T. Archambault asks about a pipe under the driveway.  W. Wentworth said he spoke with J. 
Valente about this though is not noted on plan.  They plan to add a small pipe/culvert under the 
driveway where the apron splits.  They will also provide some dry wells and crushed stone along edges 
at key areas close to the wetlands which will be used as an infiltration device.  T. Archambault asks 
about the stockpile locations.  Per W. Wentworth they will be indicated on the plot plans when at that 
stage.  J. Valente explains that he is familiar with the subdivision and more familiar after walking the 
site.  He said that the wetland areas are obvious.  J. Valente stated that he thinks that the real issue of 
concern is the runoff from the sites and driveways.  He feels that if the applicant revises the plan to 
specifically address the runoff, it would be sufficient.  W. Wentworth said that lot 7B the pipe could be 
lined with crushed stone down the middle to stabilize the swale but also to infiltrate the smaller runoff 
events.  He further suggests on the northeast side (down slope side) that they use crushed stone as a 
runoff.  J. Valente explained it is very difficult to look at a driveway that is several hundred feet long and 
make exact determinations at to where all of the low points will be.  He said he has left it open for that 
decision to be made on a revised plan.  He further explained that any issue on easements is something 
that PZC will address.   
 
T. Garritt MOVED to APPROVE, with conditions, the application of Paul Pelletier to construct two single 
family homes with driveways, wells, septic systems, utilities and foundation drains within the Upland 
Review Area at 15 Latham Hill Road, Columbia, CT.  C. Jaswinski SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.   
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2. New Business  
 
2.1  IWW-1516-05:  Application of James Blair Landscaping and Design to veneer existing concrete  
  lake wall in the upland review area for owner Joanne Prague Doyle, at 138 Route 87,   
  Columbia, CT 
 
W. Ross recused  himself from discussion.  J. Valente explained that his understanding was that the 
original application was to be withdrawn.  He explained that he received a call on his cell phone 
September 26, 2015 from the owner who was upset that Members did not show up for the planned site 
walk.  He explained to the owner that his understanding from their agent was that they were not 
proceeding with the work.  The cell service dropped the call, and J. Valente stated that he was 
unsuccessful at reconnecting with the owner when he attempted to call back within minutes.  N. Nau, 
Town Administrator, said that this issue will be before the Board of Selectmen and is on the agenda for 
the October 6th meeting.  J. Valente explains that both applications can stand for the moment.  This will 
be further discussed at the next meeting.   
 
T. Garritt MOVED to RECEIVE the application of James Blair Landscape and Design to veneer concrete 
lake wall in the upland review area for owner Joanne Prague Doyle at 138 Route 87, Columbia, CT.         
C. Jaswinski SECONDED MOTION.  The motion carried 3:0:1.   
 
A site walk was recommended for this application and was scheduled for Thursday, 10/8/15 at 
approximately 6:20 p.m.  
 

 
2.2 IWW-1516-06:  Application of James Blair Landscape and Design to construct a new   
  segmented block lake wall to replace existing lake wall, owners Carmelo and Mary Beth   
  Roldan,  35 Sleepy Hollow, Columbia, CT 
 
T. Garritt MOVED to RECEIVE the application of James Blair Landscape and Design to construct a new 
segmented block lake wall to replace existing lake wall, owners Carmelo and Mary Beth Roldan, 35 
Sleepy Hollow, Columbia, CT.  C. Jaswinski SECONDED MOTION.  The motion carried 4:0:0.     
 
A site walk was recommended for this application and was scheduled for Thursday, 10/8/15 at 
approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 
2.3         IWW-1516-07:  Application of Robert and Nancy Millerd to construct a deck in the upland  
  review area at 22 Lake Road, Columbia, CT.   
   
Has been granted Administrative Approval.  J. Valente explained that this was a deck to be constructed 
within 200’ of the lake.   
 
2.4 IWW-1516-08:  Application of Michael Boyle and Lurene Ekwurtzel to remove trees in the  
  upland review area at 82 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
   
Has been granted Administrative Approval .  J. Valente explains that he normally doesn’t get involved 
with tree removal; however, in this case, there was up to 30 large trees being removed with their 
stumps being ground.  Also, some trees were on a steep grade and equipment navigating the area would 
create quite a disturbance to the soil.  
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3. Audience of Citizens 
 
4. Commission Open Discussion 
 
W. Ross asks about the house being torn down adjacent to Beach Road and many Members discussed 
this topic.   
C. Jaswinski asks about the Ann Cobb property and wondered how it was after the recent rain.  J. 
Valente elaborated on this property but did not visit after the recent rain.   
 
5. Administrative Report      
 
J. Valente reports the bridge is done on Cards Mill as well as Roses Bridge Road.  Said there is an 
increased activity in the Columbia Building Department.   
 
6. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2015 
 
C. Jaswinski MOVED to APPROVE the regular meeting minutes of September 9, 2015 as 

presented.  W. Ross SECONDED.  The motion carried 3:0:1.   

 
7. Correspondence   
 
7.1 Connecticut Association of Conservation & Inland Wetlands Commissions 38th Annual Meeting 
 & Environmental Conference, Saturday, November 14, 2015 
 
7.2 Approve IWWC Meeting Dates 2016 Calendar Year  
 
T. Garritt MOVED to APPROVE the IWWC Meeting Dates 2016 as presented.  W. Ross 

SECONDED.  The motion carried 4:0:0.   

 
8. Adjournment 
 
C. Jaswinski MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 8:46 p.m.  W. Ross SECONDED.  The 

motion carried 4:0:0.   

 
 

 

 


