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TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE COMMISSION  
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
 Monday, February 1, 2016-7:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 
 
 

Members Present:  Chairman/John Allen, Vice-Chair/Tom Archambault, Tip Garritt, Ian Dann 
 
Members Absent: Carol Ann Jaswinski, Ron Wikholm, William Ross 
 
Staff Present:  Wetlands Agent/John Valente, Board Clerk/Kelly McGuire,  
Town Administrator/ Natasha Nau 
 
Others present:  Richard Nassiff Jr., Jim Galey, Jim Mulligan, Edward Pelletier L.S. Chris Ramm 
and Scot Keegan 

 
Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm 
Roll Call-Seat Alternates - no alternates  
Additions/Changes in Order of Agenda - none 
 
1.  Old Business  
 
1.1  IWW-1516-13: Application of Hometown Builders LLC for demolition of existing 
 residential building and construction of new commercial building in the manufacturing 
 zone - activity in the wetlands at 117 Route 66 East, Columbia, CT  
 
Ed Pelletier described the location as being between Columbia Motor Sports and Horizon Realty 
on Route 66.  There will be a hair salon on the first floor and an office space on the second 
floor.  He distributed a copy of the drainage calculations for the site.  He pointed to the area 
that was flagged in a regulated area, which is an intermittent watercourse that empties into the 
wetlands across the street.   They are proposing to repair the wall on the edge and replace the 
pipe that is there now with a 15" solid pipe which will be 10' away from the septic system as 
required.  The new building will use the same basic footprint, with a slight change, from the 
existing building.  The footprint of the building has been to ZBA in Columbia for approval.  There 
is a retention area at the front left of the property. The area is very flat, the grass will be 
mowed and will treat the first inch of rain flowing off the parking area.  The water will then flow 
through a structure that is designed to allow only a certain amount of water through in order to 
not increase the flow from the property, out letting  into a dry well, and then into a swale that 
runs along Route 66.  The water will be picked up from uphill so that it doesn't run onto the 
parking area.  This water will run into another dry well and into the swale at route 66.  He 
explained that this plan has reduced time of concentration to less than pre-development.  This 
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work on the state property has not been formally approved by the state in writing as they only 
have a verbal approval on the concept.   
 
Per John Valente, this is a revised plan.  He has been in discussion with the engineer over the 
last month, but is just seeing the revisions today.  Overall, he says he doesn't have a concern for 
the site.  Given the drainage area, said it would probably be reasonable to only treat one half 
inch of runoff, whereas this plan treats one full inch of runoff.  The discharge goes through a 
grass swale to reduce the sediment and provide some treatment.  He said he has had a couple 
of months to evaluate the site, and the remaining concern he has is relating to the possibility 
that the shallow swale, only 2 inches deep, may become full, or have problems from icing or a 
blockage and run into the state road.  Since this is state property, Mr. Pelletier suggests that 
approval from the state be a condition of approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission.   
 
Tip Garritt MOVED to APPROVE, with conditions, the application of Hometown Builders LLC,  
(IWW-1516-13) . Ian Dann SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0 
 
1.2  IWW-1516-15: Application of Richard Nassiff Jr. to construct house addition, garage, 
 deck and porch in the upland review area and to repair and replace portion of Lake wall 
 at 11 Webster lane, Columbia, CT, Assessors map 13D, lot 6  
 
Richard Nassiff briefly described his plans.  He explained that there are 2 areas of discussion:  
 1) The existing lake wall repair 2) The house addition.   
 
Mr. Nassiff circulated a handout with a diagram of the lake wall repair.  He explained that he 
contacted a rep from Jolly Concrete who confirmed that this is not an engineering issue.  The 
wall itself was installed improperly.  Instead of going 12" below the lake bed, they propose to 
go 18" below the existing lake bed.  In addition, they will go an additional 6" down with a 
crushed stone.  The wall failed at the lowest point of the lake bed according to the diagram.  
The wall is failing in a 4' section and they will be repairing about 13'.  24 new blocks will be 
added below the lake bed.  The silt fence detail is included on the plan.  He confirms that the 
dock will be unbolted to facilitate the work, and he anticipates it will take approximately 5-6 
days for the work to be completed. See the plan for the detail on the extent necessary to effect 
a repair to the failed section of wall.   
 
Mr. Nassiff explained that the new addition will be a 8'x26' (two story) addition on the westerly 
portion of the existing house.  In addition to that, there will be a 7' deep porch on the street 
side, a 24'x26' garage on the street side, a 4'walkway deck down the western side, a 4' wide 
walkway that will connect to the current deck which will be divided into a roofed area and a 
small 10'x12' deck area.  There is a 4' walkway that goes back to the porch.  There may be a 
potential change to the stairs and Mr. Nassiff asked if he would need to appear before the 
Commission again.   Per John Allen, there is no change to the nutrient allocation; therefore, no 
need to reappear.   
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Mr. Nassiff explained that the original nutrient allocation figures were incorrect, so he 
circulated the corrected figures.  There is a newly added 400 square foot mulch bed (that may 
be a garden).  They have received Health Department approval for the proposed addition.   
 
John Valente asked about the amount of excavation needed.  Per Mr. Nassiff, there will be 
excavation to establish the footing and basement approximately 8'-9' on the street side.  The 
excavated materials will be used to fill holes where they will be removing large buried stumps 
from the property.  Per Mr. Nassiff, they will dig the stumps first to avoid stockpiling the fill.  
John Valente suggested the sequence of the project relating to the excavating work.   
 
Tip Garritt MOVED to APPROVE, with conditions, the application of Richard Nassiff Jr,  
(IWW-1516-15).  Ian Dann SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.   
 
1.3 IWW-1516-17: Application of Gayle & Jim Mulligan to remove lake wall and install new 
 lake wall at 9 Nuhfer Drive, Columbia, CT  
 
Jim Galey, Earth Dynamics LLC, spoke on behalf of his client, Jim Mulligan.  He explained his 
plans on the installation of the new wall. They will incorporate other details as suggested by 
John Valente which include: Adding a temporary detention basin.  This basin will catch surface 
water coming from the uphill side of the lot down to the disturbed area.  The high level 
overflow of the basin will have a stone check dam as well as hay bales that the water will pass 
through before it drains into the lake.  There will also be 2 layers of silt fence approximately 5' 
and 10' off the wall to further assure there will be no sediment erosion into the lake.  Jim Galey 
also stated that he will place 4 stakes that will act as offsets from the existing wall that will not 
be disturbed during construction.  This will be done to assure that the new wall is placed in the 
same location as the existing wall.  Ian Dann asks if the block is in stock as he would be 
concerned about the excavating taking place and then waiting for the block to be available.  
According to J. Galey, they have a couple of sources and the block is in stock.   
 
Tip Garritt MOVED TO APPROVE, with conditions, the application of Gayle & Jim Mulligan,  
(IWW-1516-17).  Ian Dann SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.   
 
2.  New Business - none  
 
2.1  POCD – Review of Natural Resources Chapter as it pertains to wetlands and 
 watercourses   
 
John Allen asked who wrote the POCD and was complimentary of Paula Stahl's work.   
He asked about page 30/map text as compared with the pink section.  He said it seems the 
percentages may be off.  John Allen also asks for clarification as to who reads the POCD.  John 
Valente explained.  John Allen feels there should be a section which outlines what the public 
can do to help (i.e. planting trees, etc). He feels "action steps" are too general.  Tip Garritt 
wishes to add to page 35/Wildlife - Bobcat needs to be added, as well as the Pileated 
Woodpecker. J. Valente assured that he will pass along all questions/comments to P. Stahl.   
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3.  Audience of Citizens - none 
4.  Commission Open Discussion  
 
5.  Administrative Report  
 
Per John Valente, it has been a busy month.  He will be issuing an Administrative Approval for 
Dr. John Stevens on Columbia Lake who appeared before the IWWC 5 years ago.  He also signed 
a building permit for 42 Johnson Rd (12'x20' carport).  He worked with the owner at 11 Nuhfer 
Drive on a permit regarding drainage and the patio. J. Valente visited John’s Scrap Metal.  They 
have a vegetated site and the retention areas are in place.  They will be erecting the approved 
canopy very soon.  John Valente said he will be inspecting 65 Erdoni Road soon.  He has also 
worked on 25 Woodland Terrace and is also working with the Zoning Agent on the roof drains 
at the Lyman Woods Subdivision.  He reported he is constantly checking on 22 Lake Road  
because of potential runoff onto Town property and the lake.  
 
6.  Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of January 4, 2016 and special meeting minutes 
 of January 16, 2016.  
 
Ian Dann MOVED TO APPROVE the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 4, 2016 and  
January 16, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes as written.  Tom Archambault SECONDED.  MOTION 
CARRIED 4:0:0.   
 
7.  Correspondence  
8.  Adjournment 

John Allen MOVED TO ADJOURN at 8:24 pm.  Tom Archambault SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 

4:0:0.   

 

Respectfully Submitted by Kelly McGuire 

 

Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for the approval of these minutes and any corrections 

hereto. 


