
               TOWN OF COLUMBIA                                                            
                                        INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES COMMISSION 
                        SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES AND MOTIONS    
                                Building and Land Use Department 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
                   Tuesday, February 17, 2015– 7:00 p.m. 
 
                                 
Members Present:  Chairman John Allen, Secretary Ron Wikholm, Ian Dann, William Ross, Tip Garritt 
 
Members Excused:  Vice -Chair Tom Archambault and Carol Ann Jaswinski 
 
Staff Present:  Wetlands Agent John Valente  
 
Others Present:   Facilities Manager Bud Meyers, Ann Dunnack 
 
Call to Order:  J. Allen called the special meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Roll Call:  There was a quorum. 

              
1. Old Business:  
1.1 IWW-1415-18:  Application of the Town of Columbia to replace previously removed   
  concrete dock 90 feet long in Columbia Lake, 2 Beach Road, Columbia, CT. 
 
B. Meyers was in attendance and presented the application as proposed.  He provided details on the 
existing dock and how the replacement would follow the same footprint.  There will be an excavation of 
a 50’ x 8’ strip some 2’ deep to remove unsuitable material and to be replaced with washed stone.  The 
new footing will be placed on this area.  Some additional excavation in preparation for footings will 
occur closer to the shoreline.  A block system will be used to achieve not just ease of installation, but will 
also reduce beach erosion which requires 15-30 yards of replacement sand every year.  The solid block 
construction will also provide an additional safety measure from motor boats.    
 
If the dock should be damaged, sections can be lifted out and replaced.  Blocks will probably last 75 
years.  This will eliminate routine maintenance.   
 
B. Meyers explained how the footing will be constructed.  W. Ross requested an explanation of the 
footing detail.  B. Meyers provided details on the depth and procedures for providing frost protection.  
T. Garritt asked if the structure was designed by an engineer.  B. Meyers responded yes, United 
Concrete.  J. Allen asked what the timing would be on this and B. Meyers said this week.  B. Meyers said 
he does not think the closing of the lake will be March 1 due to the thickness of the ice.  J. Allen asked if 
there is another part of this project.  B. Meyers explained that there was a design by the engineer to 
reduce the slope on the beach and installation of a retaining wall.  This would be another big project as 
up to 6’ of sand may have to be removed.   
 
J. Valente stated that the record was complete.  The application was modified to include the amount of 
fill and square footage of disturbance. 
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  T. Garritt MOVED to APPROVE, with conditions, the application of the Town of Columbia to  
  replace  previously removed concrete dock 90 feet long and 6 feet wide in Columbia Lake, 2  
  Beach Road, Columbia, CT.  R. Wikholm SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0:0. 
 
2. Correspondence and Reports 
2.1  Election of Officers at March 2, 2015 Meeting:  The Commission briefly discussed the election of 
  officers at the March meeting. 
2.2 Upcoming Land Use Law Training on March 21, 2015 
 
3. Adjournment:  T. Garritt MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  W. Ross SECONDED. 
 MOTION CARRIED 5:0:0. 
 

 The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 2, 2015. 
 

 Respectfully submitted by John Valente 
 
 

Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for the approval of these minutes and any corrections 
hereto. 


