[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Recreation Commission Special Meeting of January 26, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Chairperson Nikki Keldsen

Members in attendance: N. Keldsen,Melissa Petrone,Steve Piro, Cindy Postemsky and Millie Ramsey
Others: Natash Nau,Marc Volza and Nell Reinwald
Audience of Citizens: Ann Dunnack

A motion was made (M.Ramsey) and 2nd (Melissa Petrone) to approve the minutes from the 12/8/15 meeting. Approval was unanimous.

Audience of Citizens: A. Dunnack participated throughout the meeting.

Old Business:  Nikki reminded all that there are 2 vacancies on the Commission and asked for everyone's help in filling them.

New Officers: C. Postemsky indicated her willingness to be the Vice Chairperson. N. Keldsen motioned and M. Ramsey seconded to nominate C. Postemsky as V. Chairperson. Approval was unanimous.  The duties of Secretary will be shared by all members for the immediate future.

Natasha was available for guidance and clarification when the wish list for the Ellis Property was discussed.  The DOT will only make a ruling on the driveway access off Route 66 after a full plan has been submitted. George Murphy(DPW Director) was the contact person with DOT.

Natasha shared comments from a BOS meeting concerning the Ellis property and improvements to Rec. Park. Selectmen are wondering if a large portion of the population will use it is there a real need for more fields, and will there be enough support from towns people to finance the improvements. There is money donated by the Brands and D. Bell for recreational use.

C. Postemsky indicated that the Park is used to capacity for youth sports and is restrictive for the current population and needed activities.

Melissa Petrone stated that the Commission wants a well thought out  and designed plan that will serve the Town for the next 50 years. The redesign could be done in phases over several years.  

Utilizing a previously developed list of wants for the Ellis property the following items were discussed for inclusion  on the RFP(request for proposal):

Driveway entrance, parking placement, walking trails around pond and between fields,bathrooms,2 multipurpose fields,2 tennis courts, 1 basketball court, 1 softball field,1 baseball field, dog park area, a multi-use building which would house a practice gym, meeting room and office space, disc golf, more picnic spots, and lighting for the fields. Potential for solar lighting is encouraged.

C. Postemsky also asked that consideration be given to keeping the “park” in the design so that clear cutting would not be the only option for fields.

In addition a traffic study and an add and deduct section would be included on the RFP.

M. Petrone motioned and N. Keldsen seconded to have the list of wants developed at this meeting for the Ellis property  be submitted for inclusion on the RFP.  Motioned was approved unanimously. Natasha left the meeting with a cell phone photo of the list.
 
The POCD was discussed next. C. Postemsky complimented Marc, Nell and Paula Stahl on the thoroughness of their work thus far. Several wording changes and additions were given to Natasha to forward the Paula.
Natasha reported that the play scape replacement is part of Capital Projects for Budget year 2017-18.   Mark showed the group several options he has researched. The Commission recommended that the new play scape be placed in the same location as the one being removed (5-12 year old) and they chose the 714S470 Mega Tower he showed. The base cost at this time is $73,000.00. This model offers ADA accessibility and provides a variety of activity areas and events. Replacement of the play scape is needed as soon as possible as G. Murphy has taken condition photos which show several areas of deterioration.

Marc presented information covering the proposed beach season changes and increases in fees.  Life guard coverage would be as follows: weekends-NOON to 7:00PM, M-F 10:00AM to 7:00PM. In addition guards would begin on Porter School’s last day of classes and work until August 28th and provide coverage for Labor Day weekend.

Natasha reported that Selectmen had briefly discussed these ideas and questioned why rates should be raised. Nikki provided historical comments that the last time fees were raised there had been an outcry from citizens and that perhaps any increase in fees should be advertised at a public hearing.
A suggestion was made to keep kids at $20.00 and change the age ranges to 3-17 Kids, 18-61 Adult

Due to the lateness of the meeting, discussion on the beach/lifeguards was tabled for another meeting.

Marc also advised the group that there has been a change in the process for how Rec Park is reserved. All field reservations will go through the Rec. Dept. not the DPW.  Fees for groups other than CWSA and Little League will be $50.00 per day  or $200.00 for a 5 day reservation.


Respectfully submitted: Millie Ramsey
 







