Columbia Recreation Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2016

Conference Room



Members present: Nikki Keldsen, Cindy Postemsky, Millie Ramsey, Steve Piro (8:35 pm)
Also present: Marc Volza, Brian Pedersen



1. Call to Order: Chairperson Nikki Keldsen called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 
2. Approval of Minutes:  Nikki motioned to amend the minutes (as noted on attached addendum) regarding “park design” and “wish list.” Millie seconded. All approved.
3. Audience of Citizens:  None.
4. Old Business:
· New Members:  Brian Pedersen to be appointed at the next BOS meeting.
· BOS:  All members are urged to attend the BOS meeting on Tue. Feb 16 in support of two very important CRC issues on the agenda that evening: Full time Rec Director and Beach issues.
· Ellis Property:  Nikki reported that, per Town Manager Natasha Nau, the BOS has accepted the CRC list of items to be included in the RFP.
· Playscape:  Proposed funding in the Town budget has been pushed back to FY 17-18. The playscape must be included in the RFP for Rec areas which will likely not be completed in time for the FY 16-17 budget discussions. No grants have yet been identified that are suitable for the Town of Columbia. The process of identifying grants is ongoing. Marc to contact Natasha and/or George regarding performing some maintenance on the playscape until it can be replaced.
· Beach:  Millie reported that the present system of issuing beach passes at the beach creates an overwhelming situation for beach staff during the first two weeks of the season. Plans need to be made to address that the beach is appropriately staffed during this period. Millie also commented that keeping beach passes at the beach rather than releasing them to pass holders works well and should continue. Considerable discussion ensued regarding Marc’s proposal to increase beach fees. The commission considered the effects on various stakeholders and age groups. All CRC members present agreed that beach hours should be standardized and that the beach season should be increased if fees are to increase. Marc explained that the season extension, especially in August, depends on the ability to secure staffing of lifeguards. Nikki motioned to submit to the BOS the following recommendations for Town of Columbia beach passes and lifeguard hours for the 2016 season. (Recommendations can be found on attached addendum.) Millie seconded. All approved.
·  Kayaks:  Last season there were five available for rent (with an additional security deposit) during hours when lifeguards were on duty. Discussion centered on the logistics of making the kayaks available free to residents outside of normal beach hours while still maintaining security. Marc will contact DPW regarding how this may be accomplished. It was proposed that the kayaks be available May 1 through the October draw down. To be determined are details regarding any change in fees/security deposit.
5. New Business:
· Cupcake Challenge:  Well received with an increase in contestants and tasters over last year’s numbers. Photo coverage by the Chronicle newspaper. Netted approximately $615.
· Classic Car Show:  A multi-organizational event planned for Sept. 18 at Porter School track coordinated by Andrea Stannard of the Columbia Historical Society. Hours TBD. The CRC was asked to sell food. Steve and Brian volunteered pending more info.
· Dinner and a Dip:  In the past it has been a well-attended family event in keeping with the CRC’s mission. Last year it incurred a financial loss and a suggestion was made, but not acted upon, to slightly increase the admission fee this year. Date TBD.
· Farmer’s Market:  Marc is in the process of recruiting quality vendors. His vision is to eventually grow the market into something similar to the former Coventry Market. Date TBD, most likely a Sat. in mid-Sept.
· Chili Cook-Off:  Steve has volunteered to organize it again. He would like to see more substantial prizes awarded to contestants as they make a significant investment in order to compete. A suggestion was made to add a soup/chowder category to the event and to bring back a beer garden. Steve would like the CRC or Rec Dept. to investigate how other towns manage these events.
· Other:  Nikki requested a new vacuum at Porter for the gym lobby. Marc presented information on partnering with the Bolton Recreation Dept. to offer Men’s Softball. League play starts May 16th. Games will be played in Bolton unless Columbia has field availability. Team fee $690. Uniforms not required.
6.  Recreation Director’s Report:  Nothing to report.
7.  Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy Postemsky



[bookmark: _GoBack] (
Addendum A
)
image1.emf

Columbia Town Beach Passes

5-17

18-61 S30
62+ $15
5-15 $200
16-61 S300
62+ $150
Schedule

*Weekend only from Memorial Day until

school is out.

*Regular schedule starts when Porter is out

of school and goes until August 17t,

*Weekends from the 17t until Labor Day.

Times — Week days 1030am-7pm
Weekends 12pm-7pm

eason Pass Transferable Guest Pass
S20 S5 S40

$5 $40
S5 $40

*Family Max of $120: Applies only to resident’s purchasing season
passes
*Passes are required for admission.

*Fishermen using the town dock must have a beach pass.
*Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by and adult.
*Renters and Nanny’s fall under the Resident Pricing. (Must
provide proof of rental agreement/nanny’s name will go on the
back of pass holders card).

*Max of 4 transferrable Guest Passes per family.
*Resident season pass holders can purchase day passes for any
guest for S5.
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