COLUMBIA COMMISSION ON AGING
                                    Minutes for 5/25/16


ATTENDING:  Cathie Rowe (Chairperson), Lyn  Buonocore,   
Maggie Ewald  Jill  Livingston,  Millie Ramsey

Meeting was called to order at 9 am.

Motion to accept the April minutes was made by Jill Livingston
and seconded by Maggie Ewald.

Prior to a Senior Center Update,  Chairperson  Cathie Rowe reported that  the CONA accessible van proposal was included  and passed at the recent Town Budget Meeting.   

Beckish Senior Center Director Bernadette Derring gave her monthly report:

· Representative Tim Ackert will present information regarding PURA (Public Utilities Rate Adjustments) in the face of skyrocketing electric bills along with options to possibly lower bills.  This presentation will be offered Thursday, June 23 at 1 pm.  Attendees may bring a bag lunch.  Dessert and refreshments will be offered.
· The Center’s new ACCESS Agency representative is Cathy Whitehead who will be planning future Health and Wellness presentations.
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· As the Eastern CT Area Agency on Aging, Senior Resources is planning g an Expo at the Eastbrook Mall on July 17.  Consideration will be given as to whether this Commission on Aging has a role at the June monthly meeting.
· The end of the Municipal Fiscal Year is approaching at the end of June.  The Senior Center as well as the Commission on Aging will have to finalize any expenditures accordingly.
· As such, the Statetransportation grant that the Town receives also needs to be finalized.  Bernadette researched additional information regarding this grant and learned that the Town and Board of Education both use these monies.  She also contacted WRTD representative Dagmar Knoll.   Future Senior Center trips being considered include Block Island and the Big E.
Commission thanked Bernadette for her report.
Discussion moved to use of this Commission’s budget of $800 to be committed by the end of the Fiscal Year.   It was noted that the Commission’s budget will be reduced to $400 next year due to purchase of the accessible van and operations budget.
Further discussion of options for this year’s expenditures included purchase or rental of:  a “Vintage” looking  popcorn machine; a coffee machine to offer a Coffee Shop experience; a juicer or flavored water cooler; new chairs or cushion replacement  and updating décor of the Center’s main lobby entrance.
Cathy Rowe reported visits to the Hebron and Lebanon Senior Centers wherein furniture updates and arrangements were inviting and “home-like” and seemed to encourage seniors  to use lobby area more often. 
Commission members decided the $800 budget should be spent on updating the Beckish Center lobby.  Since $800 may not be enough, Paula will speak with members of the Columbia Senior Organization to see if they might also make a contribution to this effort.
In other business, Maggie Ewald did not have the opportunity to speak with Dawn Lambert as a representative of CT’s Rebalancing Long Term Supports and Services Initiative regarding any grants/monies which might be available for elevators to make Dartmouth Village, as Columbia’s existing affordable elderly housing, more accessible.
Chairperson Cathy Rowe reported she had attended the Portland Senior Services Roundtable quarterly meeting with Columbia First Selectperson Carmen Vance.   Sharon Gerard also  attended as the Hebron Senior Center Director (Sharon had assisted the Commission on Aging with the census data and the State application process for the accessible van purchase).  Expansion of the Roundtable to include more towns such as Columbia was discussed in order  to improve regional programs/services coordination and political clout.
Columbia’s newly full time Recreation Director will be contacted for a presentation at a future CONA meeting.
Mille Ramsey motioned to close the CONA meeting. Maggie Ewald seconded.  The meeting ended at 11:05. 
