COLUMBIA COMMISSION ON AGING

Minutes for 4/27/16

ATTENDING:  Cathie Rowe (Chairwoman), Maggie Ewald, Paula Cahalan, Lyn Buonocore, Millie Ramsey, Edith Prague

Meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM.

Motion to accept the minutes from 3/23/2016 meeting was made by Edith Prague and seconded by Millie Ramsey. 
No Senior Center update was given by Bernadette Derring due to her absence from work.
OLD BUSINESS:

· Cathie reviewed the grant application with Carmen Vance, Columbia's First Selectman.  The application has been mailed.  Letters of support for the grant were written by Edith Prague, The First Congregational Church, St. Columba and Cathie Rowe ( representing CONA).
· Chris Ramm has updated Cathie on the progress with the development of his senior condos which are to be built on Rt 66 next to the Firehouse.  

1. Daryl Horn from Data Engineering is the Architect.

2. Some excavation and road work still must be done by Mr. Ramm.  He presently is waiting for approval of water works from the state.  This could take 10 months

3. He plans to break ground in late summer on back parcel of land of 6 units which must be connected.  They will be designed in a zig zag pattern but still be connected and each will have a attached garage.

4. Rent for condos will be $1600 to $2000 dollars a month.  Renters will pay their own utilities.  There will be no association fees.
NEW BUSINESS:
· Discussed possibility of elevators put into Dartmouth Village so that elderly who can no longer climb stairs will not have to move.  Edith suggested the State Dept of Aging or Dept of Housing might have funds.  Also to discuss with Cathy Osten.  Maggie Ewald will follow up and report findings at the next meeting.

· Discussed use of CONA budget funds.  Several possibilities  suggested.  Decided members will vote on issue at next meeting.

· Discussion of suggested donation fees for using van:  Jill Livingston had submitted information from Lebanon on their fees and methods of collection.  Suggested donations ranged from $0 to Senior Center to $2.50 each way for transport to further outlying towns such as Vernon and Hartford.  Committee decided that further research into what other towns are suggesting for donations should be obtained and the issue will be continued to future meetings
· Suggested that the Town Recreation Director should be invited to talk with us and familiarize CONA members with recreation services.  Cathie Rowe will invite him.

Next meeting of Columbia Commission on Aging will be on 5/25/16.

Meeting Adjourned 10 AM

Notes submitted by Lyn Buonnocore

