Columbia Open Space Committee

Regular Meeting

Thursday February 21, 2013
The Conference Room 

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM by Chairperson Ann Dunnack.

Present: Chairperson Ann Dunnack, Don Schofield, Shirley King, Paul Ramsey, Walter Tabor, Joan Hill, Chris Tolsdorf
Audience of Citizens: Don Cianci
The minutes for the January meeting were approved.

Old Business:

Ann attended the Board of Selectman budget meeting and reported that the Capital budget includes $100,000 for the purchasing of development rights to the Lucarelli property. There is also money allocated for this purpose in the 2014/15 budget proposal. $40,000 has been budgeted over 2 years for the town’s share of development rights on the Kassman property. Ann will keep us informed on the meeting dates for FIPAC’s discussion of these proposed allocations. Paul expressed concern that this does not allow public access for hiking etc but is better than not losing these properties to development. 
Ann also reported that the Congregational church has asked her to speak about water issues in Columbia as a part of their “green” program. She will be speaking on March 10. The next topic will be trees and the intent is to follow up with the planting of a tree, possibly on the Szegda property. Joan offered to make suggestions of appropriate native trees. 

The Land Conservation conference in March will be attended by Ann and Paul.
New Business:

The town will be applying for a trails grant. Ann shared the map designating potential trail expansion in town and the preferred one for the grant is the trail behind the firehouse connecting to Szegda farm.


The Brand committee is still deciding on a property for recreational use. The 

Ellis site has access issues onto rt 66. Walter offered to consult with them on this issue.

.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 AM.

Submitted by Shirley King   Secretary Open Space Committee

