Columbia Open Space Committee

Regular Meeting

Thursday January 17, 2013
The Conference Room 

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM by Chairperson Ann Dunnack.

Present: Chairperson Ann Dunnack, Don Schofield, Shirley King, Paul Ramsey, Walter Tabor, Joan Hill, Chris Tolsdorf
Audience of Citizens: none

The minutes for the November meeting were approved.

Old Business:


The Lucarelli property update is that there are two other parties possibly interested in the purchase, one of which is the adjacent farmer. It is hoped that if he is the buyer, he would be willing to sell the development rights to the town. Ann agreed to stay on top of this.
New Business:

Ann needs someone to attend the BOS meeting on Tuesday the 23rd. Chris volunteered.
Officers were elected for the 2013 year.  Ann Dunnack –Chairperson,  Shirley King –Secretary

Ann has a grant application for recreational trails. Several potential trail projects were discussed. Ann is walking a trail today with Jonathan that would connect rec park and the Ellis property. Joan expressed concern that this area is very wet and possible not a good trail choice. Walt suggested possibly using this grant for an enhancement of the Szegda trails. Another trail mentioned was one proposed to connect the center of town to Szegda from the rear of the fire station. All of these potential trails are on the map prepared by the town for future trail development.

If the town purchases the Ellis property for recreational development, this committee feels a 200 ft buffer of the wet lands should be included in the deed. It would be very important for Open Space to be involved in the planning of the uses for this property.

Paul, Ann and Joan are planning to attend the Land Conservation conference in March.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 AM.

Submitted by Shirley King   Secretary Open Space Committee

