Columbia Open Space Committee

Thursday May 16, 2013
The Conference Room 

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM by Chairperson Ann Dunnack.

Present: Chairperson Ann Dunnack, Don Schofield, Shirley King, Paul Ramsey, Walter Tabor
Guest: David Stygar, DEEP Open Space and Watershed

The minutes for the April meeting were approved.
New Business:

Ann explained to Mr Stygar that the Wells Wood/Mint Brook area is our highest priority for open space in town. Mr Stygar advised us that a multi-town grant application holds more weight in the State’s decision making. He suggested that Lebanon would be a good partner for Columbia in this property.

The State has two priorities for preservation of land: 1) Recreation National Heritage, which Mono Pond is an example of and 2) Open Space and Watershed, which the Governor supports with $ allocations in the budget. At this point the State has a goal of a grant round every year but consistent funding remains an issue. Mr Stygar commented that about $5 million dollars are available each year for a 50/50 split. When an application is made, the town needs to have both a purchase agreement with the owner and available funds for the match. 
Mr Stygar also suggested that the Federal Legacy Program is an option for large property purchases. These federal programs take longer to process however. Grants from the

State and Federal Governments can be combined but not for more than 70% of the cost. 

Everyone agreed that personal contact with owners is more effective than a letter. Mr Stygar suggested that we develop a separate plan for the Wells Wood area and Walter offered to put a map together of the properties and the owners using the WinCog program. Once we have this in place, we can present the plan to the State so the need is recognized if any $s open up. It would also be to our benefit to partner this plan with Hebron and or Lebanon.
All committee members agree that this plan and its development will be an agenda item at all of our future meetings. 

.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 AM.

Submitted by Shirley King   Secretary Open Space Committee

