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       TOWN OF COLUMBIA 
      PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
        Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 
                            323 Route 87, Columbia, CT                   
                                              Monday, March 23, 2015- 7:00 p.m. 

                                Regular Meeting Minutes and Motions 

Members Present:  Chair Rick Nassiff, Vice-Chair Vera Englert, Don Schofield, Ernest Jay Starkel, Tom 
Currier, Richard Napolitano, Robert Powell , and Walter Tabor (Alternate)  
 
Members Excused:  All members were present. 

Staff Present:  Town Planner Paula Stahl  

Others Present:  First Selectman Carmen Vance,  Ann Dunnack  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  R. Nassiff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
2. ROLL CALL AND SEATING OF ALTERNATES:   All members were in attendance and no alternate 
 was needed.  
3. ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA:  There were no changes or additions to the agenda. 
4.  APPROVAL OF PZC REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 9, 2015: 

 E. J. Starkel MOVED to APPROVE the regular meeting minutes of March 9, 2015 with the 
correction that Scott Keegan, and not Glen Keegan, was present at the meeting.  V. Englert 
SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 6:0:1 with R. Powell abstaining. 

 
5. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  No audience of citizens. 

 6.           UNFINISHED BUSINESS (Discussion/Possible Action): None  
7. NEW BUSINESS 
7.1 Preliminary Discussion of Possible 3 Lot Subdivision at 208 Route 66, Assessor’s map 24, lot 30. 

Rob Hellstrom presented the preliminary layout of a three lot subdivision at 208 Route 66.  One lot 
would be for the house on Rte 66, a second lot would be on land on Wickford Road across from the 
senior housing, and a third lot would be a rear lot.  There are two alternative ways to access the rear 
lot, one is off Wickford Road next to the new lot but it would need switchbacks to scale the hill, and 
the other is off the roadstub at the end of Wickford Road.  The roadstub was in place to connect to 
any future development on abutting land. This proposed rear lot would complete the development 
making the roadstub unnecessary.   

P. Stahl suggested two alternatives for the roadstub.   The town could maintain ownership, provide 
an easement for a driveway and use the roadstub for a connection to a trail, the other would be the 
town would sell the roadstub to the property owner to be combined with that lot, and the town 
could include a trail easement.   

Discussion ensued about the maximum number of lots on a cul-de-sac, and the future development 
pattern, and associated roads, with abutting property.  The Commission felt they needed to see the 
big picture before making a decision. 
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On a different topic, P. Stahl said that Mr. Hellstrom asked her if Columbia regulations would permit 
a pet cemetery in the RA Zone.  P. Stahl said that the Zoning Regulations do allow a cemetery by 
Special Permit, and asked if the Commission would consider a pet cemetery as a cemetery.  

The Commission felt that they needed more information on state regulations on pet cemeteries 
before deciding if cemetery usage would extend to a pet cemetery. 

 8.  REGULATION REVISIONS 
 8.1 Rte 6 Corridor / Commercial Regulations – The next meeting of the 3 planners is on 3/26. 
 8.2 Implementation of Columbia Lake ADHOC Committee recommendations. 

P. Stahl shared a revised table that detailed the parcels in town less than 40,000 sq. ft. and a 
map showing those properties.    

Discussion ensued on the pros and cons of adopting a matrix system.  Members were concerned 
that the matrix would be unfair to properties that missed the cut off by 1 square foot.   R. Nassiff 
suggested that lot coverage be based on a combination of the lesser of a specific square footage 
or maximum percentage to avoid the 1 square foot pitfall.    

P. Stahl will look at the parcel data and re-work the table based on the discussion.  Commission 
members will continue to discuss lot coverage before moving on to the other dimension 
regulations. 

 9. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
9.1 POCD Update:  P. Stahl said she is drafting the questions for the survey. 
9.2 ZEO Report:  Discussion deferred until next meeting.  
 
10. COMMISSION OPEN DISCUSSION:   

Members discussed the need for a maximum number of homes on cul-de-sacs and felt that it 
was an issue that they could consider revising.  
 

11. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  No audience of citizens. 

12. ADJOURNMENT:  E. J. Starkel MOVED to ADJOURN the regular meeting at 8:44 p.m.    
 D. Schofield SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 7:0:0. 

 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 13, 2015. 

  

Respectfully submitted by Paula Stahl 

Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for the approval of these minutes and any corrections 
hereto.      


