TOWN OF COLUMBIA
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES
May 20, 2014

A Town Meeting of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in the Town Meeting of the Town of Columbia, Connecticut was held in Yeomans Hall on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at 7 p.m.

Present:  First Selectman Carmen Vance, Selectman Bill O’Brien, Selectman Rob Hellstrom, Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz and many others. 

Moderator:  Mark Vining 
Clerk:  Kimberly A. Bona
Citizens: 50 + citizens were present. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The meeting was called to order by First Selectman Carmen Vance at 7:02 p.m.  The meeting was then turned over to the Moderator, who read the legal notice of the meeting into the record.

CLAUSE 1: To approve the purchase from Frank Mund, Jr. Gwendolyn Mund, Edward Ellis, and Renee Ellis + 47.91 acres for the consideration of $154,000 per the fully executed agreement entitled, “Purchase and Sale Agreement” and dated June 27, 2013, a copy of which is on file with the Columbia Town Clerk for inspection. 

C. Vance MOVED that the Town of Columbia approve the purchase from Frank Mund, Jr. Gwendolyn Mund, Edward Ellis, and Renee Ellis + 47.91 acres for the consideration of $154,000 per the fully executed agreement entitled, “Purchase and Sale Agreement” and dated June 27, 2013, a copy of which is on file with the Columbia Town Clerk for inspection. W. O’Brien SECONDED the motion. C. Vance stated that over the years, a lot of work has gone in to evaluating this property and that purchase of the property is in line with the town’s Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD). W. O’Brien deferred comment to J. Luiz.  J. Luiz made a presentation about the proposed property purchase to the audience. R. Baldwin of 50 Route 87 spoke in favor of the motion. He explained that the money to be used to purchase this land was donated by the Brand family. He stated that he and his wife Joan Baldwin feel that the late Henriette Brand would strongly support this motion because Mrs. Brand was very dedicated to youth and recreation. Richard Szegda of 464 Route 87 thanked the Brand Family for the very generous donation to the town and spoke about the land to the audience. Ann Dunnack of 103 Lake Road concurred with R. Szegda and urged the audience to vote in favor of the motion. Town Planner Paula Stahl spoke about the location and the quality of land on the Ellis/Mund property. J. Luiz spoke briefly regarding the town’s financial responsibility for the purchase of this land. He explained that the town would be using $154,000 of the Brand donation to purchase the Mund/Ellis property and that town ownership of the land would eliminate the $221 in tax revenue that the Ellis/Mund family pays annually. 

The Moderator re-read the motion and called for a vote. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY by voice vote. 
 CLAUSE 2: To approve the purchase, together with the State of Connecticut, from the Estate of Morris Kassman the development rights to + 54.35 acres for the consideration of no more than $100,000 per the fully executed agreement entitled “Agreement to Purchase the Development Rights between the State of Connecticut, Town of Columbia and Estate of Morris Kassman” dated June 3, 2013, a copy of which is on file with the Columbia Town Clerk for inspection. 

C. Vance MOVED to approve the purchase, together with the State of Connecticut, from the Estate of Morris Kassman the development rights to + 54.35 acres for the consideration of no more than $100,000 per the fully executed agreement entitled “Agreement to Purchase the Development Rights between the State of Connecticut, Town of Columbia and Estate of Morris Kassman” dated June 3, 2013, a copy of which is on file with the Columbia Town Clerk for inspection. R. Hellstrom SECONDED the motion. C. Vance thanked the Kassman family and stated that purchasing this property is a great opportunity for the town. R. Hellstrom deferred comments to J. Luiz. J. Luiz and P. Stahl gave a presentation on the Kassman property. A. Dunnack then spoke about the history of this property. She thanked the Kassman family for their generosity in providing this wonderful opportunity to the town. P. Stahl spoke about the location and the quality of the land. J. Luiz spoke briefly regarding the town’s financial responsibility for the purchase of this land. He explained that the state would pay seventy percent of the per acre price and that the town would pay thirty percent of the per acre price.  Given the amount of total acreage that is believed to exist, the State would pay a total of $210,008 and the town would pay a total of $90,004. J. Luiz stated that Joshua’s Trust has pledged a contribution of $10,000 to the town, leaving the final cost to the town at approximately $80,004. He stated that should this property development rights deal be approved, then property taxes on the Kassman Farm are anticipated to decrease by approximately $1,050 annually. A. Dunnack thanked Joshua’s Trust for the generous donation. Mark Smith of 16 Columbia Landing asked if the Town of Hebron was asked to participate in sharing in the municipal cost share of this deal because some of this property is actually located in Hebron. J. Luiz answered no and explained that the agreement was made by the state. Nancy Bull of 3 Scalise Drive thanked the Kassman family for this “tremendous gift.” She urged the town to consider working with a land trust for assistance with the upkeep, maintenance, etc. of the property. Lisa Napolitano of 7 Hunt Road asked how many acres of development rights the town will have acquired if this development rights purchase is approved. J. Luiz stated that he does not have the exact figure, but suggested that people look at the town’s GIS mapping system. He explained that Open Space can be viewed using the GIS mapping system that is accessible via the town website. L. Napolitano asked if this development rights purchase would prevent a vineyard or farm stand from operating on the property. J. Luiz said that he was not sure of the answer to the question. P. Stahl stated that she believes a vineyard would be ok but probably not a farm stand. Discussion followed. Joan Hill of 23 Cards Mill Road clarified that the state is purchasing the development rights, not the town. She stated that since the farm will still remain private land there is no need for an entity other than the owner of the property to manage the land. 

The Moderator re-read the motion and called for a vote. The MOTION CARRIED OVERWHELMINGLY by voice vote, with only two people opposed. The Special Town Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona		
