The Town of Columbia, Connecticut Historical Archive and Collection
The Town of Columbia, Connecticut Historical Archive and Collection, formerly housed in the Saxton B. Little Free Library has moved. You may have already noticed the Town Historian’s desk at the Library is now vacant and the black resource index notebooks are nowhere in sight.  Since the Saxton B. Little Free Library is closing for renovation on September 11, 2015, the Town of Columbia, Connecticut Historical Archive and Collection, a non-circulating collection, is now under review and inventory in its temporary home, in the Finance Office.
 We welcome new contributions and continue to accept new items that are gifted at the Town Hall Administrative Office or through the Friends of the Library. Under the current circumstances, on-the-spot research is limited, and by appointment only, as the collection is now boxed, under review and inventory. This collection will eventually be housed and displayed at a future new location in what is now the Meeting Place, but only after the Library renovations have been completed. In the meantime, please address inquiries and special requests to Ingrid Wood, Town Historian at townhistorian@columbiact.org or 860-228-0110. De Ramm, Town Historian Emeritus will help too. We aim to be responsive to our community.
Our Town’s Historical Archive and Collection is very important. It has many one-of-a -kind items and is thus a non-circulating archive. It is comprised primarily of 19th and 20th century documents, photographs, announcements, programs, letters, news clippings, scrapbooks, maps, and books pertaining to the governance of the Town, Town events, religious and social institutions, families, and individuals. The materials include Selectman’s orders, School Committee orders, selected family bibles; materials pertaining to the development of roads, highways, and railroads; minutes of Town committees and societies; church histories; National Register designations and National Park Service studies; summaries of old houses and public buildings dating back to 1699. It also has some information about Columbia’s 19th century pre-industrial revolution commerce; Columbia’s 19th and 20th century agricultural history; and the development of Columbia Lake. It includes some amazing items such as two of Saxton B. Little’s handwritten mathematics textbooks. Some of the 20th century collection includes WWI and WWII materials that have unique perspectives on WWII in particular. At present there are very few materials pertaining to Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, or Afghanistan. We welcome any materials pertaining to Columbia individuals in the late 20th century and present day. Please stay tuned! - IW
