Town of Columbia
Financial Planning and Allocation Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 16, 2013 - 7:00 pm.
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT. 06237

     Members Present: Chairman Earnest Sharpe; Judy Ortiz; Pat Grabel; Nancy         
     Hammarstrom. Mike Robertson; and Steven Everett.. 
     Also Present: Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz. 

1. Call to Order: E. Sharpe called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
3. Approval of FiPAC 10/17/12 Regular Meeting Minutes: E. Sharpe MOVED to approve the minutes of the 10/17/12 FiPAC Regular Meeting with the following amendment: Page 1 states “Pat Grabel arrived at 7:00 pm and page 2 states that P. Grabel arrived at 7:11 pm.” Page 1 should state “P. Grabel arrived at 7:11 pm.” 
J. Ortiz SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 4:0. 

E. Sharpe MOVED to add item 6.4 entitled “Election of Officers” to the agenda under “New Business.” MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

4.	      Correspondence
4.1 BOS Regular Meeting Minutes of 1/8/13
      	      4.2 Letter from E. Sharpe to BOE Chair re: school expenditures     
                  purchased with surplus funds
	      4.3 Memos from Francine Coss dated 11/5/12 re: Budget Subcommittee 
            Meeting Agenda/Discussions
                  4.4 Memo from F. Coss dated 11/14/12 re: School Expenditures      
                  Purchased with Surplus Funds
                  4.5 Memo from F. Coss dated 11/30/12 re: Budget Subcommittee   
                  Meeting Agenda/Discussions
            4.6 Letter dated 12/6/11 re: Education Reserve Fund
            4.7 GASB 45 Disclosure as of 6/30/12
            4.8 Eastern Highlands Health District 2011-12 Annual Report
	      4.9 Final Report from State of CT January 2013 – Task Force to Study    
            State Education Funding 
            4.10 Resignation of Pamela Missal from FiPAC
            4.11 2011-12 Access Agency Annual Report (to be distributed at meeting)
            4.12 CVFD Financial Statements as of 6/30/12

	      J. Luiz passed out an updated agenda for the Tri Board meeting. The Tri-  
            Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 22, 2013 at 7 pm in the  
            Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room. 

     The Commission reviewed and discussed the BOE expenditures purchased 
     with surplus funds as well as BOE budget subcommittee meeting reports 
     provided from Superintendant Coss.     
            
           E. Sharpe recognized the resignation of Pamela Missal. E. Sharpe thanked P.    
           Missal on behalf of the Commission for the time and dedication she put forth 
           while serving on FiPAC. 

E. Sharpe expressed the importance of FiPAC members being present at     
meetings. E. Sharpe stated that if a commission member knows he/she is not going to be able to be present for a meeting, proper notification regarding his/her absence is necessary.    
          
 5.	     Old Business: 
           5.1 Audit: J. Luiz stated that the Town has requested a one month extension   
          on the audit. He explained that First Selectman Vance sent a letter to the state 
          requesting an adjustment of the Minimum Budget Requirement fee that 
          the town is being charged. J. Luiz stated that the town is awaiting a response    
          from the State’s Chief Financial Officer, Brian Mahoney. J. Luiz informed the 
          Commission that the audit is otherwise complete.   
          

           5.2 BOE communication
                 5.3 MBR – The Commission discussed the letter from C. Vance to B. 
                 Mahoney regarding the MBR. Discussion ensued regarding a recent article in 
                 The Chronicle that pertained to the MBR. E. Sharpe reviewed facts proving 
                 FiPAC is not responsible to the increase in taxes and stated that he does not 
                 understand why this is not clear. Discussion followed. 

		The Commission discussed BOE special appropriations. E. Sharpe stated that 
                  he feels solid reasoning should be presented for special appropriations. The 
                  Commission concurred and feels the BOE should endorse what expenditures 
                  are planned for the $317,446 funding. Discussion followed. 

            Steve Everett arrived at 7:36 pm. 

           S. Everett asked if the BOE is required to pay $317,446 to the state if the town    
           will reimburse this to the school. E. Sharpe said no. Discussion followed.  

6.	      New Business
      6.1       FY 2013-14 Budget Instructions: 
      6.2       2013 Meeting Schedule: E Sharpe MOVED to approve the 2013 Meeting  
                  Schedule as presented. J. Ortiz SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 
                  6:0. 
                   
Discussion ensued regarding the memo dated 1/7/13 discussing Fiscal Year 2012-2013 finances from Superintendant Coss.

6.3	 Transfers: E. Sharpe MOVED to approve the following transfer:
	
	FROM A/C #, DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT
	TO A/C #, DESCRIPTION

	10-4130-010, SALARIES/ELECTION
	$1,400
	10-4130-016, ELECTION WORKERS


	J. Ortiz SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0.

6.4 	 Election of Officers: J. Ortiz MOVED to nominate E. Sharpe as FiPAC Chairman. M. Robertson SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0. N. Hammarstrom MOVED to nominate M. Robertson as Vice Chairman. E. Sharpe SECONDED the MOTION and it CARRIED 6:0. 

7.	Next Meeting: The Tri-Board (BOS, BOE and FiPAC) Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 22, 2013 a 7 pm in the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room. 

8.	 Adjournment: E. Sharpe MOVED to adjourn at 8:24 pm and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

	
      
