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Spring is here and that means its time to start getting outdoors and enjoying all that 

Columbia has to offer.

Recreation Park: The new pavilion at Rec Park has already been used for several Recreation 

Department events. Summer Camps will be starting up (2-4-1, Vale Soccer Camp, and 

Holowaty Columbia Baseball Camp), and baseball and softball season will be beginning soon.

The 9-hole Disc Golf course is expected to be completed in early June and the Tennis and 

new pickle ball court will be completed in early July. The existing pickle ball court will be 

completed by the end of the first week in May. The fencing for the pickle ball court was taken 

down to accommodate work on the tennis courts and will be put back up so people can use 

the court again.

Town Beach: Beach passes are now available to purchase. Please visit the Recreation 
Departments page to purchase your beach passes, or stop in and see Debbie Fiske, 

Recreation Director, or Anyka Fagen, Assistant Recreation Director at the office located at the 

beach. 

The pavilion at the beach sustained damage from a tree falling on it over the winter causing 

too much damage for the pavilion to be repaired. Currently architectural drawings are being 

drawn up and the estimated completion will be at the end of the summer season.

4th of July Parade: Just a reminder the The 

Town of Columbia and the Columbia Lions Club 

are sponsoring the Annual July 4th Independence 

Day parade here in Columbia. The theme for this 

year’s parade is “Let Freedom Ring”.  The Lion’s 

club has increased the cash prizes that will be 

awarded for the floats that best represent this 

year’s theme!  First prize is $250, second $150, 

and third $100.  The parade will commence at 10:00 am on the morning of TUESDAY, JULY 

4TH 2023.  The parade route is approximately 1.1 miles long. 

Please consider entering your organizations float in the parade. Details are on page 22 of this 

newsletter. 

TOWN OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OF THE FIRST SELECTMAN & 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

https://columbia.recdesk.com/Community/Home
https://columbia.recdesk.com/Community/Home


3

 

The Annual Town Budget Meeting is May 9, 2023 at 7:00 PM in Yeoman’s Hall, 323 Route 

87, Columbia. The budget meeting will be in-person only. The FY 23/24 Proposed Budget 

Documents are available online or at the Town Clerks Office. 

EVERBRIDGE NOTIFICATIONS: We will from time to time issue an Everbridge 

Notification with a message from the First Selectman, Steven M. Everett to help keep you 

informed. If you would like to sign up for Everbridge Notifications please go to the Town’s 

website and on the Everbridge Notifications tab.

EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS: To receive Town news please go to the Town’s website and 

click on the Email Notifications tab.

If you need assistance please do not hesitate to call the Town Administrative Office or 

the First Selectman at 860-228-0110 or email us at townadministrator@columbiact.
org.

Steven M. Everett, First Selectman

Mark B. Walter, Town Administrator

323 Route 87

Columbia, CT 06237

860-228-0110

TOWN OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OF THE FIRST SELECTMAN & 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

https://www.columbiact.org/bc-financial-planning-allocation-commission/page/annual-town-budget-tuesday-may-9-2023-7-pm-yeomans
https://www.columbiact.org/town-administrator/page/stay-informed-emergency-alerts-and-town-news
https://www.columbiact.org/town-administrator/page/stay-informed-emergency-alerts-and-town-news
mailto:townadministrator%40columbiact.org.?subject=
mailto:townadministrator%40columbiact.org.?subject=
https://www.columbiact.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TownofColumbiaCT/?modal=admin_todo_tour
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UPCOMING TOWN MEETINGS

Many meetings will be held by utilizing remote access; however, some

meetings are being held in-person. Please check the Town calendar and the

Agenda posted for directions on login information if virtual, or the meeting

location if in person. Each board or committee will provide the information

needed to join using an on-line conferencing platform. Please check the Town 

of Columbia’s website for updates.

UPCOMING TOWN MEETINGS

5/01/23 Mon:  Board of Education, 7:30 PM

5/01/23 Mon:  Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission, 7:00 PM

5/01/23   Mon:  Horace Porter HVAC Building Committee, 6:00 PM

5/02/23 Tue:   Board of Selectmen, 7:00 PM (Cancelled)

5/03/23   Wed:  Lake Management Advisory Committee, 7:00 PM

5/04/23   Thur:  Szegda Farm Management Committee, 6:00 PM

5/04/23   Thur:  Conservation & Agriculture Commission, 7:00 PM

5/08/23 Mon:  Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00 PM

5/09/23 Tue:   Annual Town Budget Meeting, 7:00 PM

5/09/23   Tue:   Financial Planning & Allocation Special Meeting, Immediately following the   

     Annual Town Budget meeting.

5/10/23 Wed:  Fiscal Policy Board, 8:30 AM

5/10/23 Wed:  Economic Development Commission, 7:00 PM

5/15/23   Mon:  Horace Porter School HVAC Building Committee, 6:00 PM

5/16/23   Tue:   Hop River Preserve Committee, 5:30 PM

5/16/23 Tue:   Board of Selectmen, 7:00 PM

5/17/23 Wed:  Financial Planning & Allocation Commission, 7:00 PM

5/18/23 Thur:  Open Space Committee, 9:00 AM

5/22/23 Mon:  Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00 PM

5/25/23 Thur:  Zoning Board of Appeals, 7:00 PM

Public Comment will be accepted by our dedicated email at PublicInput@columbiact.org 

or by USPS mail to 323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 06237 and must be received prior to the 

meeting (public comment received after the meeting will be shared at the next meeting). 

https://www.columbiact.org/
mailto:PublicInput%40columbiact.org?subject=


5

 

TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
ASSESSORS OFFICE: The Renter’s Relief program will begin April 1 and will run through 

October 1st. You will need proof of rent payments and utilities paid in the 2022 calendar year. 

HOMEOWNERS ELDERLY RELIEF PROGRAM

If you filed for the Homeowners elderly relief program in 2022, you do not need to file this 

year. Persons who filed in 2021 will need to apply by May 15th. Please call our office and we 

will instruct you on what you need to supply our office and how to get that to us.

Motor Vehicle Adjustments: In order to have a motor vehicle bill adjusted we need two 

forms of proof because the tax is a car tax not a road tax.

• The first is a copy of your motor vehicle plate return receipt 

• The second is something proving you got rid of the vehicle. For a list of accepted proofs 

look on the assessor’s website or call the office.

• If you traded a vehicle and kept the same plate do not bring us any documentation 

because DMV will automatically process the adjustments.

Income and Expense Forms: Connecticut General Statute 12-63c requires all owners of 

rental real property to annually file an Income and Expense form with the Assessor’s Office 

by June 1st.. The information filed and furnished with this report will remain confidential and 

is not open to public inspection.  Any information related to the actual rental and operating 

expenses shall not be a public record and is not subject to the provisions of Section 1-19 

(Freedom of Information) of the Connecticut General Statutes. All properties that are rented 

or leased, including commercial, retail, industrial, land and residential properties, except 

“such property used for residential purposes, containing not more than six dwelling units and 

in which the owner resides” must file and in the case of a non-residential property that is 

partially rented and partially owner-occupied. 

In accordance with Section 12-63c(d), of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended, any 

owner of rental real property who fails to file this form or files an incomplete or false form 

with intent to defraud, shall be subject to a penalty assessment equal to a Ten Percent (10%) 

increase in the assessed value of such property.  
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 

ASSESSORS OFFICE CONTINUED: The Assessor’s Office personnel is available Monday 

through Wednesday from 8 a.m. until noon, Thursdays 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. and Fridays 8 

a.m. until Noon. Our telephone number is 228-9555.  Email is mhawley@columbiact.org.

BECKISH SENIOR CENTER: The Beckish Senior Center is buzzing in May with more 

activities starting to blossom. I have been welcoming so many new seniors joining us in 

the past few months.  If you have not stopped by in a while or if you have never visited 

before, I encourage you to.  The senior center offers so many services; transportation, social 

wellness activities, lunch, Meal on Wheels, podiatrist, haircuts, massage/reflexology, fitness, 

educational classes, and so much more. 

We are offering new exercise classes for all levels with Clancy’s Hiit & Fit. Every Monday and 

Friday at 8:45am we have a Strength and Mobility class. A fun light weight bearing workout 

focused on balance, mobility, and strength to give you the confidence to go about your day. 

Workouts accommodate all fitness levels, chair or standing. Upbeat fun music and rhythms 

make the time fly. Monday Afternoons at 1:30 we have an All-Level Gentle Yoga – both chair 

and/or mat. A relaxing yoga and stretching class to help improve flexibility, balance, and 

mobility. Line dancing is back on Tuesdays at 2:30 pm with Sue. This class is highly attended 

and will leave you feeling energized! Tai Chi with Joe, another favorite here at Beckish on 

Tuesdays at 1pm. 

Stamping with Cheryl – Come join this fun class where you will learn the basics as well 

as advanced techniques of rubber stamping and card making. No previous experience is 

required. You will be amazed at how simple it is to create beautiful cards that will bring joy 

to family and friends. Pre-Register by Friday, May12th. Classes will start on Monday, May 

15th at 10am. Cost $35.00 for 4 classes – all material & tools included!

The CSO will be hosting their Annual BBQ on May 25th at 12noon. Stop in for a hamburger & 

hot dog with all the fixings and enjoy a day with friends! 

Mary Evans is turning 100 years old!!! Join us in celebrating Mary on Thursday, May 11th 

from 3-5pm here at the Beckish Senior Center. The family is hoping for Mary to receive 100 

cards for her centenary birthday. If you have a photo or a memory you would like to include 

with your card, it would be much appreciated. 

Bernadette Derring, Director Senior Services and Transportation

mailto:mhawley%40columbiact.org?subject=
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 

FIRE MARSHAL: 



TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION  
SOCIAL SERVICES: 

ELDERLY AND DISABLED PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

      DEADLINE: MAY 15, 2023!!

Elderly and disabled homeowners who qualify can apply for reduced property taxes on their 

homes until May 15, 2023.  This year’s income limits are $40,300 maximum for an individual 

and $49,100 for a couple. All gross income is counted including Social Security benefits. 

Documents you will need: Signed 1040 Federal Tax form (if you file); Social Security Statement 

(SSA-1099); Pension Statement; Bank Interest Statement; Any other Income. Applicants 

must be disabled or 65+ as of 2022. Contact the Columbia Assessor’s office at 860-228-9555 

to apply. Please feel free to contact Katie Wilt at Columbia Social Services with questions or 

assistance in applying!

       RENTER’S REBATE      

Did you rent an apartment in 2022? Are you 65 or totally disabled? Income limited to $40,300 

for an individual, $49,100 for a couple. Documentation needed includes all income for 2022 

which includes your 2022 1040 form and Social Security 1099 form or if you do not file taxes 

all 2022 1099 forms and proof of what you paid for rent and utilities for 2022. Contact the 

Columbia Assessor’s office at 860-228-9555 to apply. Please feel free to contact Katie Wilt at 

Columbia Social Services with questions or assistance in applying!

Deadline to apply is October 1, 2023.
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION  
SOCIAL SERVICES CONTINUED: Rx Help: Prescriptions can be expensive! As shown 

in commercials for things like GoodRx, there are ways you can save on costs whether you 

have health insurance or not. The CT Prescription Savings Program is another resource that 

is available and free for Columbia residents. To learn more about how it can help visit www.

CTRxDiscountCard.com.

Please feel free to contact Katie Wilt, Columbia Community Social Services Coordinator, at 860-

228-1008 with any questions, for an application, or assistance in applying!

Katie Wilt | Community Social Services Coordinator 

kwilt@columbiact.org

860-228-1008

(Office hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm and Friday 8:30 am to 12:30 pm)
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https://www.proactmedsavings.com/proact?section=ct
https://www.proactmedsavings.com/proact?section=ct
mailto:kwilt%40columbiact.org?subject=
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION  

RECREATION DEPARTMENT: As we close out April, the adage “April showers bring May 

flowers” will certainly be tested this May. With warmer and longer daylight hours arriving, the 

Parks and Recreation Department is busy preparing for an action-packed summer full of fun 

and community gathering. Join an activity today! 

April Recap: The month kicked off with our annual Easter Egg Hunt at Rec Park where lots 

of smiling children visited with the Easter Bunny, scrambled for eggs, played games, and 

went home with sweets and treats. A special thank you to Jim Blair and the Leos for their 

assistance and to November Sound for playing lovely music for the event. Check out some of 

the action.
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION  
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED):  Playground Games: Mid-April we hosted 

Playground Games and reverted to good’ol fashion free play: freeze tag variations, “What time 

is it Mr. Fox”, and “Sharks and Minnows” were some of the games played. Check out some of 

the fun.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Yoga @ the Beach! Looking for a great 

way to start your day? Try Yoga on Tuesday mornings with 

instructor Gina LaRosa. Beautiful scenery and exercise that will 

energize and relax you all in one. Wear comfy clothes, bring a 

mat/towel and water bottle. Begins May 16th!
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED): Boating Classes: Boating season is fast 

approaching! Looking to get your boating license? We have the classes for you. Veteran 

instructor Mark Vining will be offering 4 classes throughout the summer here in Columbia. 

First one is May 20th. Students successfully completing the class can purchase their license 

from the DEEP and leave the class with their boating license in hand. Register today: https://
columbia.recdesk.com/   

Beach and Boating Season is almost here! Get your passes today. We are busy prepping 

for the summer. Lifeguards are in training and summer activities in the making. Beach passes 

are now on sale and can be purchased online or at the Parks and Recreation Department. *Day 

passes are the only passes that are sold directly at the beach. 

LIFEGUARD HOURS OF OPERATION

MAY 27TH – JUNE 11TH ~ WEEKENDS ONLY

JUNE 12TH – AUGUST 18TH ~ FULL SCHEDULE

AUGUST 19TH – SEPTEMBER 4TH ~ WEEKENDS ONLY

10:30 A.M. – 6:15 P.M.

MARINE PATROL: The mission of the Marine Patrol 

Unit is to promote safe and recreational boating on 

Columbia lake by conducting regular safety inspections 

of recreational vessels. Inspections are completed to 

ensure proper safety equipment, compliance with boating 

regulations and licensing and to educate boaters while 

promoting safety on the water. The marine Patrol is 

observant of boating violations that hold the potential to 

cause a hazard or danger to others using the water.

2023 MARINE PATROL SCHEDULE 

May 20th & 21st ~ 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

May 26th – September 4th ~ 11:00 – Sunset (gate 

monitoring begins at 10:00 a.m.)

September 9th – October 9th ~ 11:00 a.m. – Sunset (gate monitoring begins at 10:00 a.m.)

ADULT PROGRAMS: Registration open for all adult programs can be done online through 

RecDesk or a walk-in option. Register online:https://columbia.recdesk.com/ 
 

https://columbia.recdesk.com/Community/Home
https://columbia.recdesk.com/Community/Home
https://columbia.recdesk.com/Community/Home
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION  
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED): 

EXERCISE PROGRAMS:  

FIT FUSION ~ *Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays, 4:30-5:30 PM @ Yeoman’s Hall. Join 

instructor Carolyn Ritchie for a total body workout for all fitness levels.

ZUMBA ~ Tuesdays, 7-8 PM @ Yeoman’s Hall. Join instructor Martin Ricardo for an 

exhilarating, heart pumping dance class. Fun & Fitness all in one!

COMMIT ~ Wednesdays, 7-8 PM @ Yeoman’s Hall. Join Instructor Karen Ricardo for a fun, 

high intensity interval training style dance class from music all over the world. All ages, fitness 

levels and abilities welcome!

CORE Blast ~ Begins June 7th: Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. @ the Beach! Bring a mat/

towel and water bottle and get a short but sweet 20-minute workout to strengthen abs and 

back musculature. FREE! *Weather permitting.

Construction for the new pickleball courts and tennis 

court has begun.  When complete, there will be four 

pickle ball courts in all: 2 within the new tennis court, 

the existing court and one new court. The new courts 

are expected to be ready for play the beginning of July.
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION  
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED): The 9-hole Disc 

Golf Course at Columbia Rec Park is in the works and expected 

to be operational this June. Stay tuned for news releases and our 

‘Grand Opening’ for the course.

SZEGDA FARM NEWS:  Szegda Farm Open Space is turning 15! 

Stay tuned for information coming later this summer about Szegda 

Farm’s 15th Anniversary Celebration. 

Spring fever giving you an itch to garden? The Community Garden 

at Szegda Farm has three plots remaining for rent. Please contact 

the Recreation Department if you are interested. Gardening not 

your thing? Try out the trails and open space. Most definitely, a 

Columbia beauty!

 

SUMMER SPORT CAMPS are coming to Columbia. Register today!

SOCCER:



TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED): 

Basketball: WINS Basketball Camp @ Horace W. Porter School - July 12-14 (9am-12pm). Big 

FUN for students entering grades 3-6 (boys & girls).

 *Outstanding Instruction *Gain Confidence *Improve Skills & Ability *Valuable Life Lessons 

Registration Options: 1) Online (wins4life.com)  2) Mail  3) via Columbia Rec Dept. 

(https://columbia.recdesk.com/Community/Home)

Baseball: Holowaty Baseball Camp - June 19th-June 23rd. 9:00 

am -12;30PM at Columbia Rec Park. Ages 5-12 Boys & Girls. Call 

or Text 860-377-0640.

SPORTS galore:  2-4-1 Sports Camp ~ August 14th – 18th

Looking for a unique, fun-filled camp for your child this summer? 

2-4-1 Sports Camp may be what you are looking for. See flyer for 

more information.  

WE’RE HIRING: SWIM INSTRUCTORS Swim Instructors 

needed. Not certified? We will cover the training and certification. 

Call the Rec office for more details.

AROUND TOWN: 
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http://www.wins4life.com/
https://columbia.recdesk.com/Community/Home


TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED): 

AROUND TOWN: 
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED): 

AROUND TOWN: 

 

Men’s Hoops
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED): Sponsors needed: Looking to partner with 

Columbia Parks and Recreation? Being a sponsor is a great way to promote your business to 

the community. We are currently making plans for many upcoming events where sponsorship is 

needed: Summer Concert Series, Dinner and a Dip, Road Race, and swim races to name a few. 

Contact the Parks and Recreation Department to sponsor a sign at Rec Park or one of our major 

events. Events to Mark your Calendar for:

TOC SUMMER CONCERT SERIES!

Columbia Splash!  August 19th 

Columbia 5K ~ September 16th 

 

Debbie Fiske, Director of Parks & Recreation

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT, 06237

recreation@columbiact.org or 860-228-8513

HOURS: Mon-Wed: 8am-4pm, Thurs: 8am-6pm, Fri: 8am-12pm
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
TAX DEPARTMENT: Real Estate taxes on the October 1, 2021 Grand List that were due 

July 1, 2022 and January 1, 2023 that have not been paid in full by May 31, 2023 will have a 

continuing tax lien filed in the land records as required by law. 

Any delinquent tax not paid by June 30, 2023 will be listed by name and amount in the 

annual Town Report. 

Regular office hours for the TAX OFFICE: Monday through Wednesday 8:00-2:00, Thursday 

10:00-6:00 and closed on Friday. The Tax Office has extended hours in July and August 1, 

2023: Monday through Wednesday 8:00-4:00, Thursday 10:00-6:00 and Friday 8:00-12:00.

Mailing address for tax payments: Town of Columbia, Dept # 347, PO Box 

150512, Hartford, CT 06115-0512

Drop boxes for payments and correspondence are located at the right side of the entrance 

of the Town Hall and in front of Yeoman’s Hall. The drop boxes are emptied at 8:00AM 

each weekday, weekend tax payments are processed on Monday. Please be aware that tax 

payments put in the drop box after 8:00AM will be processed the next day the Tax Office is 

open. 

You can view and pay your tax bills online; Go to www.columbiact.org and click on the Pay 

Taxes Online tab on the home page. On the next page click on the View/Pay button (square) 

to go to a search screen. Type your last name, space, first initial of your first name (as is 

written on the bill). The service fee for online payments are as follows: 95 cents to use a 

Bank account and 2.95% for PayPal, Credit and Debit cards. Effective 6/19/23 the fee for 

PayPal, Credit and Debit cards will increase to 2.99%. The Bank account (EFT) fee will remain 

at 95 cents. To look up your 2022 tax payments go to www.columbiact.org. On Columbia’s 

home page, click on the Pay Taxes Online tab. The directions will be listed on the next page. 

Tax bills for the 2022 Grand List will be mailed at the end of June 2023 with a due date of 

July 1, 2023. The last day to pay without a penalty will be Tuesday August 1, 2023. Bills 

will be available online on July 1, 2023. By law, this office uses the USPS postmark as the 

payment date. If you are waiting until the last few days to pay, it is recommended that you 

have your envelope hand stamped in the Post Office. Putting your envelope in a blue postal 

box may not guarantee an on-time postmark.

If you are coming to pay in person in July and on August 1, 2023, please be aware that there 

may be a line and you may have to wait for service. Please plan your visit accordingly. 
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TOWN DEPARTMENT NEWS AND INFORMATION 
TAX DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED):For those seeking an immediate clearance for DMV 

due to delinquent Motor Vehicle taxes please contact the Tax Office at 860-228-0230 or 

taxcollector@columbiact.org for information on the process. Paying the tax bill online does 

not clear you immediately at DMV. You will need to contact the tax office  during tax 

office hours for assistance. 

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE: TIt is business as usual in the Clerk’s office for all those services 

that you might need - Recording and Searching of Land Records and Maps, Certified copies of 

Vital Records, Marriage licenses, Fishing and Hunting licenses, Dog licenses, Transfer Station 

stickers, etc.  

TRANSFER STATION PERMIT STICKERS: Transfer station permit stickers for 2023 

(Effective June 1, 2023), will be available for purchase May 1, 2023.  

Applications for Transfer Station stickers can be sent to us by MAIL or can be dropped off in the 

large white DROP BOX located outside the doors to Yeoman’s Hall.   Make your check payable 

to:  Town of Columbia and INCLUDE A STAMPED SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE for mailing back 

your stickers.  

Another option is to purchase your stickers ONLINE.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call us (860-228-3284)

or reach out to us by email – Robin (townclerk@columbiact.org) or Gail (atownclerk@

columbiact.org).
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 NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDERS AND 
NON-PROFIT 

NEWS AND INFORMATION

COLUMBIA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT: THE CVFD NEEDS YOU!
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 NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDERS AND 
NON-PROFIT 

NEWS AND INFORMATION

COLUMBIA LIONS CLUB: 



23

 NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDERS AND 
NON-PROFIT 

NEWS AND INFORMATION

COLUMBIA LIONS CLUB: 
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 NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDERS AND 
NON-PROFIT 

NEWS AND INFORMATION

COLUMBIA LIONS CLUB: 
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NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDERS AND 

NON-PROFIT 
NEWS AND INFORMATION

SAXTON B. LITTLE LIBRARY: A reminder to all that the Library will be closed on May 27th 

and May 29th.  Enjoy the parade and have a safe holiday.

If you are looking for something to do, please join us:

• Tue 16th, 6:30  Adult program on Replicating Revolutionary War Headstones

• May 18th, Kid’s painting program

• May 27th  Senior Book group will pick next year’s selections

• On-going programs: Adult Fiction book group, 2nd Tues, Adult Non-fiction book group, 

4th Tues day; Middle School book group 2nd Wednesday, Stitchers every Wed at 2:30

As always, check our calendar and website for more!  

To sign up for a program or get more information, visit our website at: www.

columbiactlibrary.org. Call us: (860) 228-0350 or email:  SBL@columbiactlibrary.org

Sue Epstein, Library Director 

https://www.columbiactlibrary.org/
https://www.columbiactlibrary.org/
mailto:SBL%40columbiactlibrary.org?subject=
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NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDERS AND 

NON-PROFIT 
NEWS AND INFORMATION

Who knew that using flood lights, outdoor lighting and streetlights could be dangerous to wild animals, 

especially migrating birds? We thought night lighting keeps us safer.  Research indicates It does not. Meredith 

Borges, Yale Divinity School student, and Co-Chair of “Lights Out, CT”, gave a talk explaining the hazards of 

night lighting at the Saxon B. Little Library in January.  Her mission was to let people know how lighting has 

harmed a multitude of nocturnal animals, pollinator insects, but especially migrating birds.  Most importantly, 

she presented some simple solutions to help mitigate the significant loss of bird populations due to light 

pollution and made suggestions how we might preserve the night sky.  

How are birds damaged by light?  80% of the world’s birds migrate two times a year over many days as 

part of their normal life cycle, and 60% of those migrate at night. We humans depend on roadmaps and 

GPS to navigate, but birds have evolved a navigation system that relies heavily upon cues from the bright 

stars and the moon. Night lighting creates a “sky glow” that obscures those cues. This disorients migrating 

birds resulting in an early- morning landings in places they would normally not land. This has two negative 

outcomes. Taking even a short “wrong turn” or detour on a journey thousands of miles long can critically 

deplete the fat stores upon which the birds rely to fuel the journey to their breeding grounds. Additionally, 

when disoriented birds land in brightly lit urban or suburban areas, they do not land in places that are safe for 

them. The worst threat to them is caused early in the morning when they crash into large windows in brightly 

lit buildings, or when they land in places where they are unlikely to find food, they need to finish their journey. 

Ms. Borges explained that research shows the population of migrating birds, including our warblers, juncos, 

orioles, and hummingbirds, has decreased by 25% since l970.  

Thanks to new awareness of the harm from night lighting, Connecticut is one of several states that has 

proposed bills that would require state-owned buildings to reduce or change lighting from 11pm to 6am. What 

can you, as private citizens do to protect pollinator insects and especially our birds right away? You and I can 

turn off floodlights, turn off decorative lighting, or reorient lighting downward onto pathways. Where night 

lighting might be deemed essential, motion detectors would light up only momentarily when needed. The 

easiest, most economical thing to do is simply turn off outside lights. With a restored dark night sky, we can 

help protect endangered birds and we humans might sleep better too.

Kathy Tolsdorf
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 NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDERS AND 
NON-PROFIT 

NEWS AND INFORMATION

COLUMBIA CONGREATIONAL CHURCH:
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